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CRITICAL REVIEW. 





For the Month of Décember; 1763. 





Articre If, 


The Roman Hifory, from the Building of Rome to the Ruin of the 
Commonwealth. Illuftrated with Maps and other Plates; Vol. ZHI: 
ByN. Hooke, Ef. 4f0. Pr.w. 1s Tonfon: 


HE publithers of this volume, in a fhort note prefixed, 
inform us that it was printed under the author’s in- 
fpeétion, before his taft illnefs ; a piece of information very nes 
ceflary to a reader, who might otherwife diftruft the authenti- 
city of many bold refle&tions which occur in the courfe of the 
work, It is hard to fay whether, through the whole of this 
volume, Mr. Hooke has diftinguithed himfelf moft as a candid 
critic or an able hiftorian ; but he has the peculiar felicity 
to write always as a gentleman, and where he differs from others 
he fupports his opinion with good breeding, and ftrong autho- 
rities. 

In his introdu€tion to this volume, hie feems to think that the 
real liberty of Rome was deftroyed by thé nobles, through their 
éngrofling that weight of landed property which overturned the 
equilibrium ofthe ftate, by making the commons their depend- 
ents. _In the courfe of this fubjeét he has an early opportunity 
of differing with Dr. Middleton, the panegyriit, rather than the 
hiftorian, of Cicero; and indeed we know of nothing that more 
firongly proves the force of prepoffeffion in this country than 
the reception which Middleton’s performance met with from 
the public. To fubfcribe to Middleton’s life of Cicero; was not 
only fubfcribing away your money, but your common-fenfe. 
After princes, nobles, and literati of all degrees had given their 
opinions, before they had read a fingle line of the work, that it 
was the fineft performance that ever appeared, it had been next 
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to phrenzy to have contradicted their report ; and ineffable corf- 
tempt was the reward of all who hefitated a doubt of its merit, 
or even praifed it with coolnefs. 

Mr. Hooke’s duty as an hiftorian Ied him to canvafs 
the doftor’s work, becaufe the life of Cicero makes a capital 
figure in the brigheft period of the Roman annals. It would 
be no hard matter to affign the true reafons for that ridiculous 
partiality with which the doétor’s life of Cicero was favoured. 
Qne may fuffice+——No: learned man ever imagined that the 
doctor was not mafter of his fubje&, that he had not even read 
ali the works of his hero, and that he had culled the faireft’ 
flowers of Tully’s rhetoric to compofe a garland. for the tem- 
ples of a minifter, Mr. Hooke’s firft chapter contains a very 
bufy interval of ten years, from the year of Rome 632 to 
the beginning of the Jugurthan war, in 642. He is greatly 
aflifted in the civil part of his hiftory, at this period, by Cicero, 
who has preferved many anecdotes concerning the capital aétors 
who were leaving the ftage of life about the time that he was 
entering upon it. We fhall but juft obferve, that the name of 
Fabius Eburnus, mentioned. by Mr.- Hooke, is the fame with 
that of Quintus Maximus, mentioned by Cicero, who was the 
pretor who kindly adjourned'the court, when he faw the tre- 
pidation of young Craffus, on his opening the charge againft 
Carbo. 

This chapter contains the rife of the famous Caius Marius, 
and the conquefts of the Romansin Tranfalpine Gaul; and the’ 
author has, with great induitry, confulted every affittance that | 
hiftory could furnifh to elucidate his fubje&; fo that, in faa, a 
reader who fhall confine himfelf to any one author eithet an- 
tient or modern, treating of the fame period, muft fometimes | 
be at a lofs as to times and perfons, for he will fcarce believe 
them to be the fame, Mr. Hooke having enriched them with 
fuch a variety of curious incidents. 

In his fecond chapter, which treats of the commencement, 
progrefs, and conclufion of the Jugurthan war, our author has 
not the fame advantages for farting new game, as the firbje& ” 
has been fo profetiedly handled by Salluft. “But he takes an op.’ 
pertunity to animadvert upon Cicero’s complimenting Opi- 
mius, (an infamous ruffian of quality, who had been guilty of 
the moft fhocking mafiacres and inhumantties), wirh the title of 
preftantiffimu:, or ‘* mott excellent,” and of doing juiice, in a fet 
of moft elaborate notes, tothe chara&ter of Marius, as welias that 
of Metellus, which he view in lights very different from thofe in 
which they are placed by other writers, both antient and modern. 
Thro’ all the work Mr. Hooke has one uncommon exceilericy of 
an hiltorian, whichis that ofexamining charaGers by faéts, and 
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Hooke’s Roman Hoty. 403 
riot of eftablifbing fa&s from charaéters. The name of Ci 
cero can never reconcile contradictions in his own writings; 
however it might have dazzled the fight of a Middleton, a Cre- 
vier, a Catrou, or Rollin, and almoft the whole tribe of French 
academicians; who write as if they thought it facrilege to truft 
to facts, inftead-of believing in names. 

The third chapter gives us the war with the Cimbri, and 
the hiftory of the fecond; third, fourth, atid fifth confulfhips of 
Marius. Mr. Hooke is of opinion, in one of his notes, that the 
fpecimen Cicero gives of the eloquence of Craffus, in his Con 
ference de Oratore, book i. chapter 52, related to Czpio’s law 
for admitting fome of the fenators to the bench of judges; but 
this opinion does not feem to be warranted by the words of Ci 
cero, though it certainly was pronounced on occafion of a dif- 
ference between the fenators and the knights; In thecourfe of 
this chapter, Mr. Hooke obferves fome inconfiftencies in Plu+ 
tarch’s lives of Marius and Sylla, which have been adopted by 
Vertot, Catrou, and Rollin. The fecond Servile war in Italy 
employs the fourth chapter. The fifth opens with the fixth 
confulfhip of Marius, in tlie year of Rome'653, the violences 
of Saturninus, the banifhment and teca!l of Metellus Numidicus; 
the voyage of Marius to Afia, the profecution of Cepio, Norba- 
nus and Rutilius, with various other matters, arranged by 
Mr. Hooke in proper chronological order, in which they 
were greatly deficient before this hiftory appeared. Béfides Ci 
cero, he is affifted at this pers by Salluit, Livy, Appian, Plu- 
tarch, Paterculus, Dio Caffius, Valerius Maximus, Orofius, and 
other hiftorians. 

The fixth chapter of this excelient hiftory gives us a moft ens 
tertaihing account of the genealogy, early adventures, and en- 
terprizes of the famous Mithridates, king of Pontus ; who 
ambition Sy!la is now preparing to check. At this period, befides 
the writers already mentioned, our author is aflifted by Diodorus 
Siculus, Florus, Aurelius Victor, Strabo, Jufitin, and other hiftori- 
ans antient and modern. The unfucceisfal attempt of Living 
Drufus to procure to the Italian allies the privileges of Roman 
citizenfhip, with the bickerings that followed thereupon, ems 
ploys the feventh chapter ; and (if there is not a miftake itt 
Pliny’s numbers) there was; at this time, in the Roman trea- 
fury,- above fifty millions fterling ready-money. Our authot 
has often recourfe to notes, in which he endeavours to clear up; 
and often to expofe; not only the differences between Cicero 
and other writers, but between Cicero and himielf; But, with 
all due deference to the great abilities of Mr. Hooke, thought 
he has been very fuccefsful in many pafiages, he has beer 
obliged to leave others in the dark, in which they probably 
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will alwayscontinue. The war of Rome with her Italian allies, 
under the heads of the Marfic, the Social, and the Italic, fills the 
eighth chapter ; and here the author very properly calls in to his 
aid the affiftances of fome modern commentators, particularly 
Sigonius and Gronovius. In the ninth chapter, we have the oc- 
cafion of the firft Mithridatic war, and of the amazing firength 
which Mithridates could bring into the field. 

The tenth, chapter gives us the hiftory of the commotions 
taifed between Sylla and Marius, with their fhocking. confe« 
quences, about the year of Rome 665. The fame fobje&, with 
that of the Mithridatic war, is continued through the eleventh 
chapter, but without any very remarkable difference among au- 
thors, that can affeét the thread of hiftery, Among other curious 
particulars here, we have an excelJent account of the dreadful 
profcriptions of both parties which the Romans then underwent ; 
and the reader may form fome notion of Mr. Hooke’s man- 
ner from the following narrative of Syla’s cruelties. 

‘ In the number of the profcribed was C, Julius Cefar. His 
aunt had been married to the elder Marius, and he himfelf was 
fon-in-law to Cinna. All Sylla’s authority could not prevail 
with him to divorce his wife ; he was therefore degraded from 
the office of Flamen Dialis, deprived of his patrimony, and 
forced to abfcond to fave his life. At length, the veftal virgins, 
and feveral of the chief men of Rome, earnetily intreating that 
he might be fpared, Sylla anfwered, ‘* You have prevailed, but 
know, that he whom you fo eagerly wifh to fave, will one day 
prove the ruin of the party which you and I have been defend- 


ing. You have no penetration, if, in that boy, you do not fee 
many Marius’s.” 

‘ The tyrant, not contented with profcribing particular per- 
fons, extended his revenge to whole towns and nations. Spo- 
setum, [nteramna, Florentia, Sulmo, and Pranefte, were razed 
to the ground, moft of the inhabitants maffacred, and their ef- 
fe&ts fold. Allthe Saminites he put to death, or banithed Italy, 
alledging that, while they remained united, the Romans would 
never have peace; fo that in Strabo’s days, all their towns were 
either in ruins, or dwindled into villages. 

‘ All Italy now fubmitted to the conqueror, except Nola and 
Volaterre ; but the Marian fa&tion had fill leaders in the pro- 
vinces, Sertorius had aflembled an army in Spain; Perperna 
prepared to defend Sicily, and the conful Carbo and Domitius 
(Cinna’s fon-in Jaw) were in Africa. Pompey, in virtue of a 
commifiion from Sylla, paffed with an army into Sicily, where- 
upon Perperna abandoned the ifland. Soon after Carbo, who 
had left Africa to go into Sicily, ftopped at Coffura, and from 
thence fent M, Brutus to Lilybeam, to leara whether Pompey 
was 
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was there, Brutus’s veffel being furrounded by fome of the 
enemy’s fhips, he flew himfelf, that he might not fall into the 
enemy’s hands; and Pompey, having difpatched fome veffels in 
purfuit of Carbo, took him prifoner, with all his attendants, 
Thefe he caufed to be flain, without fuffering them to come into 
his prefence, but the confal to be brought in chains before his 
tribunal; and when from thenee he had reproached him in a 
long and bitter inveétive, commanded him to be led to execu- 
tion. [Pompey has been cenfured, with fome feverity, for this 
treatment of Carbo, a man who had been thrice conful, and 
had warmly patronized him, when all the effedts of his father 
Pompeius Strabo, were, after his death, going to be confifcated, 
for his having embezzled the public money. } 

© Both the confuls being dead, and the time for the ele€tion 
of new magiftrates approaching, Sylla left Rome, and went to 
his camp, from whence, by a meffage to the fenate, he figni- 
fied his defire that they would name aninter-rex. The fathers 
pitched upon Valerius Flaccus, hoping that he would hold the 
comitia for an eleétion of confuls : but Sylla wrote to Valerius, 
advifing him to propofe to the people the creating a DiGtator, 
who fhould hold that office, ‘not for any fixed term, but till 
the affairs of Rome, Italy, and the whole empire, that were in 
great diforder, through the late wars, fhould be entirely fettled.’ 
At the bottom of the letter he added, that, ‘with their appro- 
bation, he would burthen himfelf with the care of doing the 
republic that fervice.’ 

‘ Valerius having convened the people, propofed and paffed 
a law, which nct only conftituted Sylia di€tator, for an unli- 
mited time, but likewife ratified every thing he had hitherto 
done, and gave hima fulland uncontroulable power over the lives 
and fortunes of his fellow-citizens: ‘* A law (fays Cicero) the moft 
iniquitous that every was made, and the molt unlike a law ;” 
and indeed it is harder to conceive how a law, fo contrary to 
the very effence of civil fociety, fhou!d ever be propofed, than 
that it fhould pafs, at this junéture, without oppofition.’ 

Theeighth book ofthis hiftory commences at the 671 ft year 


of Rome, when Sylla was created perpetual di€ator, and ends 


with the year 693. The firft chapter ends with the abdication 
of Syfla from the di€tatorfhip in 674, and his death next year, 
comprehending his dictatorial laws and inftitutes, with Pom- 
pey’s campaign in Africa, and his triumph. In the notes to 
this chapter, we have an accurate differtation on Sylla’s mak- 
ing an addition of three hundred to the number of fenators, 
from the equeftrian order; and Mr. Hooke is of opinion, that 
the number of the fenators was then fixed at five hundred and 
teenty- -five, and that the additional number of knights preferred 
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to be fenators, was in order that a fufficient number of judges, 
‘which the Plautian law required, fhould be chofen out of the 
equeftrian order, but which Sylla tranflated to the fenatorial, 
In this note, he has made feveral fhrewd obferyations upon Dr, 
Middleton’s knowledge of the Roman conftituaon. The fe- 
cond chapter of this book recounts the unfuccefsful attempts of 
Lepidus ; ag the third does of the Sertorian war in Spain, The 
fourth, the war with Spartacus the gladiator, in all which Mr, 
Hooke meets with hut few difficulties; but he never fails, 
throughout the whole of his work, to make accurate quotations 
of his authorities upon the margin, and in his notes ; and, ig 
general, he gives us the value of Roman and Britifh money, 
which is of great ufe to the reader. Jn the fifth chapter we 
have the hifiory of the confulate of Crafflus and Pompey, in the 
year of Rome 683, which is very entertaining, as it compre- 
heads the profecution of Verres, the confecration of the Capi- 
tol, and the Cretan war. That with the pirates, aud the paff- 
ing the Manilian law, in favour of Pompey, fill up the fixth 
chapter. Here our author, with a becoming fpirit of liberty, 
cenfures the laft meafure, which was certainly one of the bold- 
eft that ever paffed againft the liberties of the Roman republic. 
Speaking of Creviere, the French hiftorian, he fays, in one of 
his notes, ‘1 have obferved, that this ingenious French writer 
feems frequently to make the ariftocracy, and the common- 
wealth, or free flate, fynonimous terms ; whereas the freedom 
ofthe Roman People, from the time of Sylla, who, by laws of 
his own, eftablifhed the ariftocracy, was furely, at beft, no bet- 
ter than the freedom of outlaws and banditti, who are under the 
guidance of fuitable leaders ; and the fenate itfelf was notori- 
eufly a ** Spelunca Latronum.” 

The fecond and third Mithridatic war are the fubje&ts of the 
feventh and eighth chapters, but contain nothing particularly dif- 
ferent from other hiftorians, excepting in the great precifion 
und clearnefs of the author’s flile and narrative. The ninth 
chapter is, perhaps, the moft curious of any in the Roman hif-; 
tory. Mr. Hooke enters with great freedom into a detail of the 
life, condu&, and chara&er of Cicero, whom he attends thro? 
his education, travels, queftorfhip, zdilefhip, and pretorhhip, 
to his attainment of the confular dignity ; and he obferves ma- 
ny contradictions in the accounts we have of that great man, as 
coming both from himfeif and his. panegyrifts. In the fame 
chapter, we have brief hiftories of Caius Julius Cefar, Marcus 
Porcius Cato, and the famous Catiline, which introduce that of 
the latter’s confpiracy ; where Mr. Hooke has a very full oppor- 
tunity of difplaying both his critical and hiftorical abilities, and 
to examine thole of Dr. Middleton, which are here. placed in no 
s ; very 























Hooke’s Roman Hiffory. 407 


very favourable light. .He is very free in juftifying the charac- 
ter of Czfar, but he does it without ftraining or perverting the 
words of hiftory. Wecannot, however, help thinking that our 
author, in canvafling the queftion, whether Cicero ever pleaded for 
Catiline? has defcended too much into literal -difputes with Dr. 
Middleton, and Cicero’s French tranflators and commentators, 
Whether Cicero pleaded for Catiline or not, is of very little im- 
portance either to the truth of hiftory, or to the orator’s charac- 
ter. The matter appears plainly in ihe following light: When 
Catiline returned from his government in Africa to Rome, he 
found that Cotta and Torquatus had been elected confuls in the 
place of Sulla and Autronius, who had been fet afide for corrupt 
practices. Catiline declared himfelf a candidate for the next 
confulfhip ; but a charge was brought againft him for malverfa- 
tion in his government, which dilqualified him from ftanding, 
Thofe kinds of charges in the corrupted times of the republic 
were very common, and made ufe of as ftate tricks, for fetting 
a candidate afide; at leaft for fuch atime as difabled him from 
fucceeding that year. Cicero had fome political reafons, as ap- 
pears from his eleventh epiftle to Atticus, for being well with 
Catiline, and he promifed to plead for him on his trial. Our 
author thinks that the charge which Cicero then undertook to 
defend Catiline upon was that of murder. We muft beg leave 
to obferve, that he has heftowed_ rather more paius in difcuffing 
this queftion than its importance deferved ; and indeed he 
has given a very good reafon why they might have been fpar- 
ed, which is the difference of two almoft cotemporary authors, 
Feneltrella and: Afconius, upon the fame points ; for-they can- 
not agree whether Cicero ever pleaded fur Catiline or not. It 
eannot affect Cicero’s character if he did, becaufe the profecu- 
tion was a fham one, and Catiline was backed by all the Ro- 
man confulars, and very poflibly the charge might be without 
foundation. Lucio Tullo, fays Salluft, Marco Lepido, Cof: P. 
Autronius€S P. Sulla, defignati confules legibus ambitus interrogati 
penas dederant. Paula poft Catalina pecuniarum repetundarum reus 
probibitus erat peiere confulatum, quod intra legitimos dies profiteri, 
nequiverit. In Englifh, ‘ In the confulfhip of Lucius Tullus and 
Marcus Lepidus, Publius Autronius and Publius Sulla, confuls 
ele, being tried for corruption, were punifhed. Soon after 
Catiline heing charged with embezzlement of public money, 
was dilqualified from ftanding for the confulate, becaufe he 
could not declare himfelf within.the time required by law.’ Can- 
didly fpeaking, we muft be of opinion it was upon thisimpeach- 
ment of corruption that Cicero thought of pleading for Cati- 
line ; and upon this accufation the latter had for his advocate 
gven the conful Torquatus, who did not then think Catiline 
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fo criminal as he really was ; and Cicero, if we are to believe 
himfelf, in his pleadings for Marcus Czlius, was once under the 
fame deception, 

Mr. Hooke having moft laborioufly toiled through this peri- 
od of his hiftory,in which he has conviéted Dr, Middleton of 
many fhameful miftakes, to call them no worte, examines and 
(we think) very fully confutes the charges brought againit Cz- 
far by ariftocratical writers, both antient and modern, particu- 
Jarly by the faid reverend doétor. The bounds of this Review does 
not admit of our entering into particulars; but no mancan read 
the work before us, without concluding that, from the time of the 
murder of the Gracchi till the civil-war broke ont between 
Czxfar and Pompey, the nobility of Rome, even thofe whom Ci- 
¢ero extols the moft, were a fet of the moft abandoned ruffians 
that perhaps the fun ever beheld, The magiftrates were no’ 
better than commiffioned murderers, robbers, and tyrants. 
Even Cato’s conduét was not without exceptions ; and the ad- 
mired Brutus, the affaflin of Cefar, is convicted, even upon his 
own evidence, of having beea a mean oppreifive ufurer, and 
guilty of pra€tices which would coft a London pawnbroker his 
ears in the pillory. In thort, we have here the moft inconteftable 
proofs of the little weight that the teftimony of Cicero ought 
to bear in the hiftory of his own times, fince almoft every 
man he fpeaks of in the different parts of his writings, is god 
or devil, according as the orator’s own intereft, fituation, or 
vanity were affected. To give inftances of this would be end- 
lef. 

' ‘There is nothing very particular i in Mr. Hooke’s account of 
the Catilinarian confpiracy, and, in the courfe of it, we think 
he goes a little out of the way, in giving us fo ample a detail 
{ though the trial fell within that period) of Cicero’s plead- 
yng for Murena. We likewife cannot but wifh that Mr. 
Hooke had employed his ufual accuracy in comparing the 
different accounts we have of this celebrated confpiracy, and 
examining the validity of the evidence, as it is delivered by Ci- 
¢ero himfelf. This would be a new attempt, and might pro- 
duce fome curious inferences, which the veneration of learned 
men for the name of Cicero hath hitherto deterred them from 
making. It appears from his twenty-firft epifile to Atticus 


(which we with Mr. Hooke had confidered a little more criti- 


cally than he feems to have done) that Brutus and he were of 
different fentiments with regard to fome particulars of this fa- 
mous tranfaétion, and that he employed Atticus to prevail with 
Brutus to make fome alterations to his advantage in a narrative 
he had drawn up of the confpiracy. Mr. Hooke might have 
ftrengthened his conje€ture that Cicero’s fourth oration againft 

Catiline 
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Catiline was never delivered in the fenate, by obferving that it 
was common forthat orator to retouch, correét, or add to all 
his orations, and even fometimes, as in that for Milo, to writé 
them anew, before they were publifhed. It requires no great 
fhare of difcernment to perceive, that. his oration for Mureag 
had at leaft been new moulded before it appeared abroad, 
Mr. Hooke clofes his account of this important affair, with a 
curious, but, perhaps, too long a differtation, (on account of its 
modern quotations), on the real merits of Cicero in fuppreffin 
the confpiracy. His fentiments are fo juft upon this head, that 
we fhall give part of them to the reader. 

‘ The city therefore, in general, became greatly obliged ta 
the conful, for his timely feizing and fecuring the perfons of the 
confpirators, which totally averted the impending evil : and if, 
after doing his fellow citizens this effectual fervice, he had been 
content with the confcioufpels of having done it, and the further 
teward of their grateful applaufes; and not liftened to his coward- 
ly fears, fo as to be feduced by them to a& the tyrant, violating 
the laws, in a moft tender point, without any neceffity ; he 
would unqueftionably have deferved——almoft the fortieth 
part of the praife he claimed for his performances. As to the 
compliments made.to him by Catulus in the fenate, and by 
Cato the year following, from the Roftra, (in a {pitit of oppo- 
fition to Czfar and Pompey) and the loud aéclamations of the 
multitude thereupon, ‘* Whence Pliny, in honour to his memo- 
ty, cries out, Hail thou, who waft firft faluted Parent of thy 
Country,” it feems quite ridiculous to bring thofe compliments 
of two leaders of a fa&tion, and thofe huzzas of a mob, as 

roofs that Cicero ‘‘ obtained the moft glorious title which a 
mortal can wear——Father of his Country—from the free vote of 
the fenate and people of Rome.” Was Rome free at this time ? 
Or could Cicero derive any honour from the applaufes given to 
his adminiftration by thofe citizens, who, foon affer, on account 
of that very adminiftration, banifhed him his country ?* ‘They 
were as free then as when they affented to Cato’s compliment 
to him. What an idea does his Englith hiftorian give us of the 
freedom of Rome, when he makes us_ fee, that, in the conful- 
fhip of his patriot hero, the very deliberations of the fenate, 
concerning Lentulus and the other prifoners, were not free ; 
that Cefar, for having declared againft difpenfing with the 
laws, “ had fome difficulty to efcape with life from the rage of 
the knights, who guarded the avenues of the fenate; where he 
durft not venture to appear any more till he entered upon his 
pretorfhip with the new year.” 

Without pronouncing any thing decifive, we fhould think 
ourfelves highly obliged, and we believe the republi¢ of learning 
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would be fo likewile, to any of the numerous admirers of Cice~ 
ro and the Roman ariftocracy, who could give a full and fatif- 
factory anfwer to the laft quotation. 


[ Zo be Continued. } 





Art. II. Antient Charaéers deduced from Claffical Remains. By 
Edmund Burton, £4. A.M. fometime Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege Cambridge. 8vo. Pr. 45. fewed. Rowlands. 


HE quaintnefs and oddity of the title of this book, fhews 
it to be the work of an odd and fingular man. Who Mr, 
Edmund Burton is we know not, having never heard of him be- 
fore; certain, however, it is, that his notion of things is uncom- 
mon, and his manner of treating them very particular, From 
the title we had reafon to imagine that the author meant to in- 
veftigate the charaéters of perfons alluded to in antient writers, 
under feigned names, io the mannex of bifhop Atterbury’s Iapis, 
and were furprifed to find that all Mr. Burton’s defign is only 
to give us his own opinion concerning the beauties and faults of 
{ome few claffical writers. Prefixed to thefe remarks, our author 
has treated us with Thoughts on Education, addrefled to the Earl 
of ******, where the reader will meet with fome fenfible and 
judicious obfervations obfcured and incumbered by a laboured, 
turgid, and affected ftile. 

‘You are fenfible, my lord, (fays Mr. Burton) that it is plainly 
owing to a contempt of nature and reafon, that our fchools aud 
univerfities are become the common habitations of ignorance, 
It is become, as your lordfhip finds, more interefting in thefe 
places to think ill than to think well. Juvenile ardour, fay the 
guardians of our innocence, is better promoted by fuch an ex- 
pedient. The thoughts therefore muft bé overcharged, and the 
mind muft be made ready to burit with a clafical plethora : 
other regulations we muft fuppofe to be vain, and that our 
young plants cannot thrive in a foil more judicivufly attempered, 
What, my lord, ‘is not the ambition of an honeft fame as great 
as ever ? That generous unallayed ambition, which was fo pre- 
eminently confpicuous among the antients in their didaétic in- 
ftitutions ? Alas! my lord, we muft not look for the difintereft- 
ed zeal ofa Socrates or a Plato, among the modern pretenders 
to letters. Under the care and inftruétion of thefe two anti- 
ents, their difciples felt thé warm rays of difcipline proportion- 
ably diffufed; and thrived accordingly, becaufe there was care 
as well as infiruétion. Care and pains are the natural blof- 
foms of an ingenuous mind: but if by a kind of metallic inocu- 
lation, an attempt is made to. produce an early fruit ; it may, 
when produced, perhaps have a flavour that is not difpleafing = 
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but nothing like that which honeft Nature would produce, 
when left to herfelf,’ 

What our author has here advanced is true and fenfible ; but 
we cannot admire his clafical plethora, nor his metallic inocula- 
tion. When he comes to deduce his qntient charaGers, we fhall 
meet with a large portion of bombaft, and out-of-the-way ex- 
preffions. The Latin writers characterized by Mr. Burton (for 
of the Greek he takes no notice) are Terence, Tully, Salluft, 
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Velleius Paterculus, Juvenal, Martial, 
Quintilian, Pliny, Florus, and Suetonius. He divides his ac- 
count of each author into three chapters, the firft of which 
acquaints us with the hiftory of his life, the fecond confiders 
his beauties, and the third his defeéts. 

In the life of Terence, this gentleman informs us, * That it 
was eafy for him (Terence) to /reath himfelf in the affe&ions 
and good graces of the great, when the flame of life was but 
juft kindled ; and that he began early to be courted and°carefled 
by the principal nobility at Rome, who modelled him Platoni-- 
cally to their ownideas.’ The expreffion of foeathing himfelf in- 
to the affections of the great, is pretty remarkable, and the 
Platonical moulding, which Mr. Burton talks of, is, we muft ac- 
knowledge, rather unintelligible. “But let us hear what this 
gentleman fays of Tully. 

‘ Tully was happy in the advantages of birthand family. If 
antient records don’t fuffer in their credit, we might venture to 
affirm, that he was of royal extraét. When he emerged into 
the fpirited part of life, he feems to have owed his fignificance 
rather to the fplendor of his family, than that of his genius. 
The luftre of the former was the bright planet’s luftre that in- 
fluenced, dire€ted, and infured fuccefs in every thing, to which 
his inclinations afpired : like fome veffgl, that is freighted with 
rich commodities, not becaufe its appearance is promifing, but 
becaufe its owners are creditable. His abilities do not fuffer 
from fuch aconftruction as this, by fuppofing them the mere 
creatures of art. Talents have been acquired, where rank, for- 
tune, and friends, have been the incentives to action; but fuch 
as are eafily diftinguifhed from thofe of nature’s growth. But 
thofe of this celebrated Roman, were plainly a Jpontaneous 
effiore/cence: evidenced to have been of nature’s mould, from, 
a prodigal redundancy.’ 

Mr. Burton’s /pontaneous effiore/cence, as a mark of genius, we 
can readily pardon, but fincerely wifh he would nat be fo libe- 
ral of his prodigal redundancies. ‘ What had Tully (continues 
our author) to do with politics ! an engine that is always fure 
to mangle and disfigure genius, that is to derive its fpleador 
from contemplation and retirement, We may humour the in- 
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clination in vatious ways, in other purfuits: but if we once 
chofe learning for a miltrefs, her jealoufy will ever prove fatal, 
if we caft our eyes upon any other beauty. Tis an adage in 
experience, that the approach of literature to politics, is a fpe- 
cies of arithmetic, that often makes the fum total of our tranf- 
actions, oblivion and contempt.’ 

We cannot readily conceive what this gentleman means in the 
laft fentence, by an adage in experience; not to mention that the 
Jum total of oblivion is a /pecies of arithmetic infinitely beyond our 
comprehenfion. The allufion that follows is ftill more ftrained 
and obfcure. ‘It is the prerogative of genius (fays Mr, Bur- 
ton) like the cafe of that animal whofe death is always certain 
when it Jitters, to die under the weight and preffure of its own 
abilities,’ | 

Here our young author had got hold of a tolerably pood 
thonght, but was utterly at a lofs how to exprefs it: we fhould 
be glad to know the name of that extraordinary animal he 
menticns, We will not difpute, however, with Mr. B. whether 
there be any fuch creature in the univerfe or not, but will 
venture to affure him that a prérogative te die is an expreffion 
peculiar to himfelf. In our author’s account of Salluft, he tells 
us, that ‘ he had all the requifite means to improve a mind 
that shirfied after the richeft impreficxs ? and fpeaking a few 
pages after of that writer’s defects, he calls bis digreffion on the 
antiquities of Rome, ‘ a blemith of the dulleft complexion, 
which looks like an Anicular legend, dramatically introduced, by 
way of interlude.” When our author fpeaks of Virgil’s death, 
he tells us that, on Virgil’s meeting Auguftus ‘the hurry of the 
journey joined to the joy of meeting his royal benefaétor, caufed 
a violent concuffon in this bright plaxet, and funk it at once be- 
low the horizon, before its regular time of fetting was expeéted.” 

When Mr. Burton fpeaks of Ovid’s merit (who, by the bye, 
feems to be his favourite author) his ftile is prodigioufly fine and 
flowery. 

« What a gentle flow of fancy (fays he) undifturbed with tu- 
multuous furges or offenfive gales, glides through every avenue 
of his elegiac conceptions, forming a current fteadily uniform, 
and meafurably exaé& ! Remove the fuppofal of fordid adulation, 
the majefty of Czfar is difplayed in many paflages with a grace- 
ful peculiarity of fentiment. For the jejune mode of kindling 
the expectation by repeated warnings of a royal approach, is 
poetically difdained ; and the full unexpeéted blaze of majefty 
firikes a deeper awe, becaufe unforefeen, 

‘ In defcriptive pieces, where little is left to the imagination, 
but moft is to arife from faéts, due attention is ever to be paid 
tothe minutia of things; trifles in fuch cafes are of importance, 
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and the only way to maim and disfigure the defign, is to omit 
them. His Morning-piece is fketched out in this circumf{pec- 
tive manner; and if we look upon any modern attempt of this 
nature, we are ip pain, becaufe we know the original.. _ Such 
an attempt is in faé but lighted up by his fun-beams, end. fo 
becomes in effe&ta meer mon-light reflection.’ 

Pray, gentle readers, obferve the pretty play of words (not 
much unlike Mr, Bays’ eclipfe) between the fun and the moon: 
but in the paffage immediately fubfequent to this, and the note 
under it, our author has opened his heart to us, and given us 
his opinion dere venered, in pretty plain terms, 

* To check nature (fays Mr. Burton) in her primogenial (what 
a fine word!) privileges *, to difmantle and disfigure her, has 
been, and itill is, the moft deteftable of all rebellions againft 
the Divine Archite& of the world : and men have been fuch 
cowards frequently, that they have not dared to fight even 
againft abftradt. prejudice, 





** In civilized countries, a little more civility fhould be fhown 
to the commerce of the fexes. ‘That odium, that prejudice, 
that clamour (the howl of brutes) which have occefioned fo 
much bloodfhed, fhould never be heard of in that ftate, (which 
profeffes a veneration for the laws of God, and his fubordinate 
agent nature) when what is vulgarly called an illicit. amour, 
takes place. As if the laws of nature were wrong in themfelves, 
and only righteous, when a cunning eeclefiaftical ceremony 
paffes a patent. If they were wrong before, all the ceremonies 
in the world will not make them right: if they were right be- 
fore, fuch a fiat will not maké them more fo. Is not this the 
fovereign natural good? Nay, is it not fomething higher? Is 
it not divinely ordained, for the health, confervatien, and in- 
creafe of fociety 7?——What a tumult often about that, which has 
a religious tendency ! Were thefe intercourfes looked upon witht 
the fame indifference that is fhewn to the enjoyment of the 
other appetites, the difpenfers of holy rites would have more bu- 
finefs on theit hands. Let them not take alarm: here is fome- 
thing in their favour. Were the fexes left to their own choice 
and liberty, without favage clamour, and detrattion, without that 
Atheiftical contempt of the lovely female when the has anfwered 
the end of her creation, what is called a regular union would be 
more frequent. Mankind generally purfue that moft, which 
they are moft forbidden. Befides, what fays the Divine Author 
of Chriftianity here? Does he exclaim againft this glorious 
paffion ?~——So far from it, that he throws a veil even over the 
criminal purfuit of it, Adultery. ‘* Neither do I condemn 
thee.” Were the regulations of the Divine Chriftian fcheme 
to difcountenance the love of women, the Chriftian religion 
would not be a religion fit fur man.’ ‘In 
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« In the Art of Love we have the fatisfafion of feeinig thi 
baneful phantom encountered ; nature divefted of her difguife, 
and her common rights vindicated. The paffion we know is d 
divine irradiation: the completion of it a folace, which confi- 
dered in its circumftances and effects, muft never leave us roomi 
to doubt of its fpiriteual participations. Otherwife indeed efti- 
mated by narrow capacities, by the Knaves and fools of man- 
kind: the former drawn afide by too many feelings of another 
kind, and the latter influenced by no feelings at all. What an 
infenfible pertnefs of imagination is it, to attribute the difplea- 
fure, manifefted to thiselegant writer by his royal patron, to 
this laudable performance! Was not the enjoyment of Livia’s 
charms fufficient to make him in love with nature’s propenfi- 
ties? The rules of good manniers, as well as of right reafon, 
make us afiamed of avowing this work of his, to have been the 

caufe of his relegation.’ 

This humble apelogy for fornication may pofhbly recommend 
Mr. B. in the eyes of the ladies, but we are afraid a rigid divine 
will hardly affent to the truth or morality of his principles. 

In Mr. Burton’s account of the. life of Pliny, he tells us 
that ‘ he afcended the chief dignities of the ftate by eafy and 
gentle fteps: the office of quetor being, as it were, an intro- 
dudion to that of augur; and the office of augur leading to 
that of conful. Thefe dignities were not beftowed by the ca- 
price of party, favour, or affection; but were the liberal difpen- 
fations of power upon an object, that knew how to add new 
luftre to that power, by the rational exertion of its own. His 
fortunes indeed made him confpicuous, but his abilities made 
him eminent. Contemplative enquiries merely are the lethar- 
gy of ftates. For ftates are to be aided and kept in order by the 
vigilance of their component. members: and where fuch a cir- 
culation of ation is wanting, there is a pafive violation of fo- 
cial order,’ 

_. Paffive violation, with all due deference to our author’s judg- 
ment, is a itrange expreflion, and the following is; perhaps, a9 
ftrange. 

‘ Lucius Anozus Florus, (fays he) is fappofed to have re- 
ceived the firit feeble glimmerings of life towards the end of Tra- 
jan’s reign,’ by which we fuppofe is meant no more than that 
he was oraz at that time-——what then could Mr. B. poflibly 
mean by the firf feeble glimmerings of life? Florus was, in all 
probability, as much alive the firft hour he came into the 
world as when-he was thirty years of age; though he might aot 
be fo (to ufe our author’s.own phrafe, p..175.) ‘ when he lay 
infenfibly incircled in the firft embraces of his mother.’ 

Aswe have taken the liberty to mark the errors of this per- 
formance, and to cenfure the turgid and inflated ftile in which 
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it is written, it would be injuftice in us, at the fame time, not 
to acknowledge, that, in the courfe of the work, we met with 
fome judicious refleftions, amongft which are the following, 

‘There are certain truths in fpeculative reafonings, which 
one would almoft with to be falfe. Their blandifhments, in fome 
inftances, fo fway the mind, that we are uneafy, if they can’t be 
produced into action: and becaufe they ftill reft in, fpeculation, 
their truths feem injurious to us. Such isthe Amicitia of Tully, 
confidered at firft view. It has evéry ingredient to inflave the 
mind into a fubm’@ >n to its powers. We imagine this to be 
a draught of the world’s fincerity in Tully’s time. But we are 
miftaken. The Amicitia of Tully is not the Amicitia of man- 
kind, ‘but of a future ftate. Scipio’s virtues are well fketched 
out: and a man that deferved fo well of his country, as Tully 
defcribes him, muft have had fomething more of the Divinity 
within him than moderns can boaft of. The drift of the Para- 
doxes is not generally underftood, Under the charaéter of 
ftoical rant and pedantry, they have fuffered in their reputation. 
To lath a flatterer, or an enemy to the ftate in fatirical invec- 
tives, is well: to lath the fame perfons, in fatirical ambiguities, 
is better. Asan Academic, Tully’s. artifice would have been 
laid open : as a Stoic, ’tis hid. ‘The effec is felt in the charac- 
ter of a Stoic, while its dire&tion is not underftood. Whoever 
would learn to write fpirited fatire, fhould weigh well the plan 
and contrivance of thefe paradoxes ; which are only intended to 
blazon the charatters of Clodius, Antony, and Craffus in their 
genuine colours. Tully’s fubjeéts are interefling: his language 
graceful: his arguments irrefiftible.’ 

Speaking of Salluft’s beauties, Mr. Burton has thefe words: 

‘ Lettered affectation is the toy of an incondite, fuperficial 
writer ; exerted moft, where the leaft is to be faid ; and gene- 
rally fhining, where there ought to be fhade. In this hiftorian 
we fee the thoughts gradually {pun out of each other, no dark 
chafms between the periods, which make the reconciliation dif- 
ficult. Such a natural eafe diffufed through the whole, that it 
would be the moft perplexing of all labours, to fearch for any 
thing in him that is laboured. In his narratives moving flow, 
with a grave fimplicity, and avoiding brevity ; becaufe mere 
narrative, like the Tufcan, is the plaineft order in lettered archi- 
tecture. We.muft clear away therefore the ftain of affeéta- 
tion, unlefs we havea mind to afiume that imputation to our- 
felves. If his warmth is not every-where alike, ’tis becaufe it is ‘ 
judicioufly difpenfed, like that of the fovereign luminary : 
where the foil is capable of a rich produce, there its influences 
fall full and vigorous; but where itis poor and unfruitful, its 
foll light and heat would not be:only unneceffary, but unfea- 
fonable.’ The 
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The thought of comparing narrative to the Tufcaii ofder ia . 
juft and new. His obfervations on the faults of Juvenal have 
likewife their thare of merit, as our readers will fee by this fhort 
extract. 

* There is as frequent a change of weather in the writings . 
of fome authors, as there is in the region of the air. A con- 
ftant fun-fhine and clear fky are not always.to be expected. 
Clouds and fullen glooms will fometimes interfe& the profpedt, 
and difturb its tranquility. In the courfe of a work, ’tis equal- 
ly as neceflary to be apprized of this intelle€tual variation of 
feafons, as it is to. guard againft. the foul weather and ftorms 
above, when there is reafon to apprehend their approach. 

© Under this confideration, how does this fatirift acquit him- 
felf? What rude difcompofures are there, that blacken and de- 
form the fcene ? If it falls to his thare, to have any defeéts, if 
muft be acknowledged, that he has the feweft of any writer; 
who has aflumed this character. It might have been the cuf- 
tom of this age, in which the pleafures of fenfe were carried to 
an excefs, (in which inftance they are only criminal, fuppofing 
them natural) to fpeak plainly, and without difguife ; without 
thofe artful foftenings in language, that impart a luftre to the 
grofieft obje&ts. Otherwife we cannot well account for that 
coarfe alloy of expreflion, which frequently wounds the reader’s 
attention, Had the Satires been wrote for the amufement of 
his cotemporaries only, approbation might have given its fanc- 
tion : but where pofterity was to pafs fentence, fuch language 
is not eafily forgiven ; unlefs its author was deceived by a vi- 
fion, in which he was told, that all civility and good breeding 
would be banifhed the latter ages of the world, and that vulgar 
barbarifm would be univerfal.’ 

Here Mr. Burton feems to have been fired with the reading of 
his author, and, whilft he was confidering his perfedctions, to 
have adopted his feverity. 

In our account of Mr. Burton’s performance, the réader will 
perceive that, in imitation of dim, we have impartially confidet- 
éd his beauties and defects: we fhall only add, by way of ad- 
vice to this young gentleman (for fuch by this work we imagifie 
him to be) that we could with he would ftudy modern as well as 
antient writers, as by &n intimate acquaintance with fome of out 
pureft Englith authors, he might learn to correét and improve 
his ftile, and confequently make a better figure, in any future 
performance, 
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Ant. Il. The Mefiah. Attempted from the Germani of hiv. 
Klopftock. To whichis prefixed bis Introdufion on Divine Poi 
etry, In two Volumes. 12mo. Pris. Dodiley. 

E have often had océafion, in the courfe of our remarks; 

to obferve, that the facred and fublime truths of ouf 

holy religion are very unfit fubjeéts for poetry ; it is not; we be- 
lieve, inthe power of the greateft genius that ever lived, to give 
us an agreeable hiftory of the New Teftament in verfe, or to 
form a good heroic poem from the life and fufferings of Jefus 
Chrift, though fome. particular paflages might perhaps be fe- 
lected, which would admit of poetical imagery in the illuitratioyi 
of them: when even our divine Milton failed in the attempt, it 
is no little vanity in any modern bard to hope for fuccefs. Mri 
Klopftock, the German Homer, bas, notwithftanding, attempt= 
ed this arduous tafk in the work now before us, but has; which 
might naturally be expected, failed moft miferably in the ex- 
ecution of it:.the merit of Mr. Klopftock’s Abel is too well 
known to ftand in need of any encomiums ; it has been univer- 
fally and defervedly admired, but the Meffiah is a fubje& of a 
very different nature. Whilft this excellent poet was engaged 
in painting the paflions of men, in defcribing the horrors of 
guilt in Cain, the filial piety of Abel, the tendernefs of Thirzas 
and the parental affection of our firft parents, the warmth of his 
lively imagination, and the fentibility of his heart, dictated to 
him fuch imagery and expreffion, as rendered his poem agree- 
able to every reader: but when he fteps, as in the work before us; 
out of the limits of mortality, and foars into the clouds ; when he 
attempts to give us the fentiments of the fupreme Being, to de- 
fcribe the employments of cherubims and feraphims, and to give 
us the converfation of the holy angels ; we find nothing in him 
but the enthufiaftic raptures of an idle vifidnary, carrying ug 
out of this terreitrial into an ideal world, and talking a language 
which we do not underftand. 

Mr. Klopftock’s poem is divided into ten books: that our 
readers may have a proper idea of this work, with the plan and 
conduct of it, we fhall extra&t the argument, or fubje&t-mattery 
of each book, and make, as we go along, a few curfory re- 
marks on the feveral particulars contained in them. 

BOOK I. 

‘ The Mefuiah, withdrawing from the multitude, afcends the 
mount of Olives; and, in a folemn prayer, repeats his promife to 
undertake the redemption of mankind. He fends Gabriel to 
prefent his petitions to the Moft High. ‘The feraph proceeds 
through a patit illuminated by funs; and, reaching heaven, 
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hears a fong of praife. Eloa meets Gabriel, and condu&s him 
to the altar of the Mefhiah ; upon which he offers incenfe. The 
omnipotent Faiher, at length, opens with his thunders the ho- 
ly fanftuary. Adifcourfe between Eloa and Urim, on the pro- 
phetic vifions feen im that facred place. God fpeaks. Eloa 
proclaims his more particular orders. Gabriel is fent to the 
angels of the earth, and to thofe of the fun. He defcends tothe 
earth, and finds the Meffiah afleep, addreffes him, and then pro- 
ceeds to the guardian angels of the earth, who refide in its cen- 
tre; where he finds the fouls of infants, which are there pre- 
pared for heaven. Thence he afcends to the fun; where he 
fees the fouls of the patriarchs, with Uriel, the angel of that 


orb.’ 
The very little knowledge which fcripture hath imparted to 


“us concerning the nature of celeftial fpirits, renders the intro- 


dudtion and employment of them in a poem, a matter of great 
difficulty. Mr. Klopftock has made them his principal agents 
throughout his whole performance ; with what propriety his 
readers will beft determine. In the firft book he has created 
angels of the fun, and angels of the earth, who walk * through 
paths illuminated by funs, which, as an ethereal curtain of in- 
terwoven light, extend their luftre around heaven ; no dark 


- planet approaches the refulgent blaze, but clouded nature flies 


fwiftly by, far diftant.’ Thefe may, for aught we know, be ve- 
ry fublime images, adorned with exalted poetry, but at the fame 
time could wifh they had been a little more intelligible. The 
thought of placing the guardian angels of the earth in the cen- 
ter of it, is to the laft degree abfurd and unaccountable; nor 
is the idea of the fouls of infants and the fouls of the patriarchs 
tefs ridiculous. 
BOOK It. 
¢ The fouls of the patriarchs fee the Mefiah awake at break 
of day; and the parents of the human race alternately falute 
him with a hymn. Jefus learns from Raphael, Jobn’s guardian 
angel, that this difciple is viewing a demoniac among the fe- 
pulchres on the mount of Olives. He goes thither, and finds 
Samma, whom Satan attempts to kill, by throwing him into de- 
fpair. ‘The Mefiah puts Satan to flight ; who returning to 
Hell, gives an account of what he knows of Jefus, and deter- 
mines his death: but is oppofed by Abbadona. Adramelech 
{peaking in fupport of Satan’s determination, all hell approves 
it ; on which Satan and Adrameiech return to the earth, to put 
their defign in execution. Abbadona following them at a 
diftance, fees at the gate of heil Abdiel, a feraph, once his friend, 
whom he addreffes : but Abdiel taking no notice cf him, he 
proceeds forwards ; bewails the forfeiture ofhis glery.; defpairs 
of 
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of finding gtace, and after vainly éndéavouring to deftroy him- 
felf, defcends on theearth. Satan and Adramelech alfo advance 
to the carth, and alight on the mount of Olives.’ 

As inthe firft book Mr. Klopftock has taken the liberty to 
make new angels, we are not furprifed to find him creating new 
devils allo, whom he never heard of before. Such are the re- 
Spectable perfonages Adramelech and Abbadona. ‘The former is 
deferibed as a rival of the arch-fiend, the latter a repenting dz- 
mon: two ftrange characters for an heroic poem on the Re- 
demption! To make Satan more terrible, our author defcribes 
him as ‘mounted on the wings of a tempeft ;’ and tells us, 
(fpeaking of Belial) that ‘ the terrors of God roar in his de- 
ftructive wings, and Defolation, arrayed in deformity, is fpread 
over the tumbling abyfs.’ 

In the defcription of HeJl, Mr. Klopftock informs us; that 
the entrance to it is guarded by two angels of approved valour, 
placed there by the Almighty to reftrain the powers of darknefs, 
left Satan, prompted by malice, fhould affail the creation of 
God, and deform the fair face of nature. In fpite, however, of 
thefe guards, not only Satan but Adramelech and Abbadona 
come upon earth, and do all the mifchief they can. ‘The ab- 
furdity of this is too evident to ftand in need of any comment 
toexpofe it. In this book we are told, that the devils * chaunt- 
ed their own exploits to their Jarps, which had been cracked bv 
the thunder of heaven, and founded the difcordant notes of 
death.” Surely the idea of harps crackzd by the thunder, is ex- 
tremely puerile. 

BOOK Uf. 

¢ The Mefiiah Rill continues among the fepulchres. Eloa 
defcends from heaven, and counts his tears. ‘The fouls of the 
patriarchs fend the feraph Zemia, from the fun, to obferve the 
words and aétions of Jefus, while the darkuefs of the night pre- 
vents their feeing him. The Mefiah fleeps for the laft time; 
and while his difciples feek him about the mount of Olives, theic 
guardian angels give Zemia their feveral chara&ters. Satan ap- 
pears in a dream to Judas Ifcariot in the form of his deceafed 
father. The Meffiah awaking, comes to his difciples, and men- 
tions their approaching flight. Judas, who Had concea?d bim- 
felf, overhears the Mieffiah, and feels his mind diftrafted by 
contending paffions.’ | | 

The defcent of Elod from heaven mierely to count the fears of 
Jefus, isa very childifh and ridiculous circumftance: the charac- 
vers of the difciptes, as given by their guardian angels to Zemia, 
are by no means well drawn, as our readers will fee by the fol- 
Jowing thort extraét. . 
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‘ This, faid the feraph Orion, is Simon Peter, one of the 
greatelt of the diiples. Me has the Redeemer chofen his 
guardianangel. Thou, O Zemia! haft judged rightly : he is 
all that thou fayft. Shouldft thou fee him when full of fervour, 
he is liftening to the voice of his gracious Mafter ; or when ab- 
fent from him, and no longer under his eye; or when fleeping, 
he, in his dreams, beholds his Saviour; thou,O feraph! wouldit 
admire the fenfibility of his heart, and think it {till more di- 
vine. Lately Jefus afking his difciples, whom they thought 
him, Peter anfwered, with tears of joy, Thou art Chrift, the Son 
of the living God. But, O that L had not heard the Meffiah fay 
to Peter, Thou wilt deny me thrice! how dreadfal the predic- 
tion! Ah Simen, my brother! didft thou hear him; and if thou 
didit, what—ohwhat were the thoughts of thine heart? boldly 
didit thou reply, I will never deny thee thee my Redeemer 
and mv Lord. Yet Jefus again repeated the dreadful words. 
Oh didft thou but know how this fills me with foft compafiion, 
thou wouldftindeed, as thon haft faid, rather die than deny thy 
kind and gracious Lord. Thou knoweft how Jefas loves thee. 
For then cidft theu obferve, that while he thus fpake, he be- 
held thee with eyes full of divine fympathy and grace. Fain, 
© Peter! would 1 hope, that thou wilt not bafely deny thy 
Lord.’ 

* Yonder, faid the feraph Bildai, is Matthew, who was edu- 
cated in the foft luxurious lap of pleafure. His wealthy parents 
accuflomed him to the fordid employments of thofe who, una 
mindful of their immortal fouls, are as infatiably bent on accu- 
mulating fhining ore, as if they were to live eternally on this 
heavy globe : but on his feeing the blefied Jefus, the hidden 
powers of his mind expanded: at a nod from Chiift he followed 
him, leaving his employment, which had prefs’d him down to 
the earth, to the groveling fouls who have no tafle for the more 
fubftantial treafures of heavenly wifdom. Thus a brave hero, 
when called to hazard his life for his country, breaks from the 
charms of fome fair princefs. He enters the field. Therethe 
Moft High arrayed in juftice, guides the batile, and direés 
the hand of death. ‘The great commander, rather call’d by 
the voice of injured Innocence, than the trump of Fame, thall 
receive the joyful acclamations of thofe he has deliver’d ; for 
juit is his war, and if in the midft of flaughter, he remembers 
that he himfelf is a man, we will chant his name before the 
Eternal.’ 

The fimile at the end of this, of a brave hero breaking from the 
charms of fome fair princefi, degrades inftead of elevating the cha- 
rater of the apoftle—The thought of Satan’s appearing in a 


cream to Judas in the form of his deceafed father, is one’ of the 
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bef ftrokes in the poem ; we will therefore lay it before or 
readers. 

‘ judas (fays our author) continued as in the fleep of death. 
To the dreaming difciple Satan, in the form of his father, ap- 
peared with difconfolate looks of grief and perturbation ; aad 
with trembling accents, fraught with guile, thus fpake: 

‘ Doft thou here fleep, Judas, carelefs, and at thine eafe ? 
fill doft thou continue abfent from Jefus, as if thou knewett 
not that thou art the object of his hatred, and that all his other: 
difciples he prefers to thee ? why art thou not continually near 
him ? why doft thou not attempt to regain the favour of thy 
Lord ? Good God! what fauit have I, what crime haft thou 
committed, that [ fhould be obliged to leave the region of 
death to lament the melancholy fate of thee, my fon? Ah doft 
thon fuppofe that thou fhalt enjoy greater happinefs in the new 
empire Chriftis toere&? how miferably art thou deceiv’d! Peter 
and the favourite fons of Zebedee, will be. greater and more 
mighty than thee! treafures in a full ftream thall fiow to them 
from the fpacious land. All the others too fMiall receive from 
the Mefliah a much more fplendid inheritance than my unhappy 
fon. Come, Judas, I will flrew thee his kingdom in all its 
glory. Rife with me: be not difmay’d; but arm thyfelf with 
courage. Now thou feeft before thee that endlefs chain of 
mountains, which caft their lengthening thades into that fertile 
valley. There gold fhall be inceflantly dug; gold bright and 
glittering as that of Ophir : while the valley fhall through the 
profperous year pour forth a rich exuberance of bleflings. This 
is the delightful inheritance of the favourite John.. That hill, 
covered with pendant vineyards, and thofe wide-fpreading 
fields, cloth’d with waving corn, the Meffiah has given to Pe- 
ter. Seeft thou all the opulence of that fmiling country, where 
cities rifing in lofty fplendor, each like Jerafalem, the king’s 
daughter, glitter in the fun, and with their innumerable inha- 
bitants extend along the vale, Behold how thofe cities are wa- 
ter’d by the limpid ftreanvs of a new Jordan, which paffes thro’ 
noble arches in thé lofty walls. Gardens, refembling fertile 
Eden, wave their blufhing fruit, over the golden fands on its 
happy fhores. Thefe are the kingdoms of the other difciples. 
But now, Judas, my fon, obferve that far diftant mountainous 
country, wiid, ftony, and cover’d with wither’d fhrabs. How 
barren, how defolate ! Above it refts Night mm cold and drifly 
clouds, and beriéath, on the tops of the eminences, a fterile 
depth of ice and northern foow. ‘That, O Judas ! is thine in- 
heritance. In thofe gloomy regions thou; and the birds of 
night, thy companions, aré condemn’d to wander folitary 
among the aged oaks. With what haughty———with what con- 
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temptuous airs will the happy difciples look down on thee § 
they will pafs by without condefcencing to obferve thee ! Ah, 
Judas, thou weepeit with indignation! bit in vain theu 
weepett ! in vain are all thy tears, while furrounded with’ 
defpair, thou negle&teft to help thyfelf! yet litten to me, thy 
ather, and I will difclofe tothee my heart. Thou knoweft the 
Mefliah delays the promis’d redemption ; the Jews are ftill in 
fubjection; and he does not appear in hafte to ere& his new 
and glerious empire. ‘Thou art alfo fenfible, that the great 
are moft averfe to fubmit to the authority of the Nazarene 
king, and daily contrive his death. Do thou, therefore, deliver 
him into the hands of the priefts, not to revenge his hatred ta 
thee; but that he may the fooner overwheim them with irre- 
medilefs infamy and confufion, and thus be oblig’d to found his 
long expectedempire. Thou wilt then, as now, be the diTciple 
of a dreaded mafter ; and wilt the fooner obtain thine allotted 
portion. This thou wilt alfo fooner improve by labour and in- 
duitiry, by. tillage and trade, fo as to give it fome little refem- 
biance to the more fertile inheritances of thy companions. 
Meanwhile of this thou mayft be certain, that the grateful 
priefts will reward thee for delivering up Jefus, by giving thee 
a part of their riches. Now, Judas, follow the advice of thy 
troubled father. ‘Thoucanit not be deceiv’d. View me well, 
and obferve my pale and faded vifage, But thou awakeit, 
Defpife not my admonitions. 1 have now pointed out the 
means of thy deliverance, let me not then return melancholy 
and dejected to my abode among the fouls of the dead.’ 


BOOK IV, 


‘ Caiaphas affembles the Sanhedrim, relates his dream, and 
propofes the death of jefus. Phiio, a Pharifee, fuppofes the 
dream a fidiion, but joins, with great vehemence, in recom- 
mending the death of Chiilt. They are warmly oppofed by 
Gamalicl and Nicodemus. Judashas a private conference with 
Caiaphas. The Meiliah fends Peter and John to prepare the 
paffover. Peter fees Mary the mother of Jefus, Lazarus, Mary 
his filter, Semida, and Cidli, coming in queft of Jefus. The 
pious love of Semica und Cidli. Mary proceedsin fearch of Je- 
fus, who ftops at the tomb of Jofeph of Arimathea, near Golgo- 
tha. He proceeds to Jerufalem, and is met by Judas. Ithuriel, 
no longer able to continue that traitor’s guardian angel, is made 
Peter’s fecond angel. Jefus inftitutes the memorial of his death. 
Judas goes out. Jefus prays with his difciples, and returns to 
the mount of Olives.’ 

The contraited chara&ters, and oppofite fentiments of Caia- 
phas and Philo, in this book, feem to anfwer no end or purpofe 
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but that of extending the poem; and the pious love of Mr. 
Klopftock’s two imaginary beings, Semida and Cidli, which, 
like Mahomet’s tomb, hangs between earth and heaven, is in- 
tirely out of nature. | 

. BOOK V. 

‘ God defcends towards the earth, and is met by the wife 
men of the eaft, newly releafed from their bodies, one of whom 
addrefles the Moft High. He is feen by the firft inbabitant of 
a guiltlefs world, who relates tohis happy offspring what he has 
heard of the fall of man,.and the coming of the Meffiah. - God 
refts on Taber. . Jcfus prays, when Adramelech coming to in- 
fult him, is by a look put to flight. ‘The Mefliah comes to his 
difciples, whom he finds afleep. He thenreturns to pray. Ab- 
badona comes, and after miftaking John for the Mefliah, finds 
him, and gives ventto histhoughts. The Meffiah again returns 
to his fleeping difciples, and a third time proftrates himfelf in 
prayer, when God fends Eloa to comfort him’ by finging a tri- 
umphant fong on his future glory. All the angels, except Eloa 
and Gabriel, withdraw, and God himfelf returns to his celetftial 
throne.’ 

The afcent of the wife men of the eaft into heaven immedi- 
ately after their deaths, is utterly repugnant to the idea of a ge- 
neral refurreGion at the laft day, as taught in the New Tetta- 
ment. Mr. Klopftock’s guiltlefs world is, likewife, a world of 
his own creation, and brought into this poem for very little 
purpofe: Abbadona’s miftaking John for the Meffiah is exe 
tremely ridiculous, as it is ubfurd to fuppofe fpiritual natures 
could be fo deceived, 

BOOK VI. 

‘ The Meffiah is feized and bound. The affembied priefts 
are filled with confternation at being inform’d that the guard 
were ftruck dead. Their fears are removed by the arrival of a 
fecond and a third mefflenger. Jefus being taken before Annas, 
Philo goes thither, and brings him to Caiaphas. John expreffes 
the agitations of his mind. Portia, Pilate’s wife, comes to fee 
Jefus. The fpeeches of Philo and Caiaphas, with the evidence 
givea by the fuborn’d witneffes. Jefus, on declaring that he is 
the Son of God, iscondemn’d. Eloa and Gabriel difcourfe on 
his fufferings. Portia, deeply affected, withdraws, and prays to 
the chief of the gods. Peter, in deep diftrefs, tells John, that he 
has deny’d his Mafter, then leaves him, and deplores his guilt.’ 

Mr. Klopftock has in this book introduced a new character 
in the perfon of Portia, Pilate’s wife: the part fhe fuftains is 
but an indifferent one, and by no means interefting. To fay 
the truth, our author’s principal error throughout this per- 
formance, is quitting fcripture and truth for fiGion and ro- 
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mance. No mention is made of the temptation in the wilder- 
nefs, no account given of the miracles or condué of our Savi- 
our, no recital of his parables, his fermon on the mount, or any 
of thofe ftriking paflages which raife fuch wonder and aftonifh- 
ment in our perufal of the gofpel hiftory. But we will proceed 
to 


BOOK VII, 

* Eloa welcomes the returning morn with an hymn, The 
Meffiah is led to Pilate, and accufed by Caiaphas and Philo. 
The dreadful defpair, and death of Judas. Mary comes, fees 
her divine Son ftanding before the Roman governor, and, fill’d 
with grief, applies to Portia, who comforts ber, and tells her 
dream. ‘The Mefliah is fent to Herod, who expeéting to fee 
him work a miracle, is difappointed : when Caiaphas obferving 
his diffatisfaction, accufes Jefus, who, after being treated with 
derifion, is fent back to Pilate. That governor endeavours to 
fave him; but is prevailed on to releafe Barabbas, and condemn 
Jefus. He is fcourged, arrayed in a purple robe, and crowned 
with thorns, and in this condition Pilate fhews him to the peo- 
ple, to excite their compaflion, but finding all in vain, he 
delivers him to the priefts, who caufe him to be led to cruci- 
fixion.’ 

There is nothing vety remarkable in this book, except Por- 
tia’s dream, which is not, in our opinion, very interefting or po- 
¢tical: but let our readers judge for themfelves. 

‘ Socrates,—thou indeed know’ft him not; but my mind 
-exults at his very name; for the nobleft life that ever man liv’d, 
he crown’d with a dignity in death, that did honour to fuch a 
jife. That eminent fage has always been the obje& of my high- 
eft admiration.” Him I faw in a dream: for he gave me to 
know hisimmortalname. I, Socrates, faid he, whom thou ad- 
mireft, am come to thee from the regions beyond the grave. 
Ceafe to place thine admiration on me. The Deity is not 
what we thought him. I in the fhades of rigid wifdom, and 
thou at the altars, have gone aftray. ‘To reveal to thee the 
wonders of the Moft High would exceed my commiffion. I 
only lead thee to the firft ttep of the outer court of his temple. 
Perhaps, in thefe wonderful days, in which the greateft and moft 
important event is feen on earth, a better and more exalted fpi- 
rit may come, and lead thee farther in the way of truth and 
holinefs. But thus much I may declare to thee, and this know- 
‘ ledge thou haft procur’d by thy fingular goodnefs. Socrates no 
longer fuffers from the cruelty of the wicked. There is no 
' Elytium, no infernal judges, no Tartarus. ‘Thefe are only weak 
and chimerical fitions, the offspring of Ignorance and Errer. 
"Another Judge judges beyond the grave, whofe wifdom com- 
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prehends all knowledge, whofe juftice is impartial, whofe power 
is boundlefs, and whofe goodnefs is infinite. Other funs thine 
than the fabulous luminaries of Elyfiam, and the felicity of the 
bleft is pure, ineffable, eternal. But all a€tions are number’d, 
weigh’d, and meafur’d, how then muft the higheft apparent 
virtue fink in real value! how is the boafted worth of the hy- 
pocrite fcatter’d like duft before the whirlwind, ‘The fincere 
are rewarded : the involuntary etrors receive forgivenefs. Thus 
i,on account of the fincerity of my heart, have obtain’d grace, 
and am happy. On earth I lov’d virtue; here I drink full 
draughts from its pure celeftial fpring. O Portia! Portia! how 
different is the ftate on the other fide the tomb, from that we 
have imagin’d. Your formidable Rome is no more than a 
large afflemblage of bufy ants, and one fympathizing virtuous 
tear is of more value than a world. Qh deferve to fhed fuch 
tears ' What at prefent employs the fix’d attention of the ce- 
leftial fpirits, J have not yet perfeétly difcover’d, and ftand ador- 
ing, rapt in wonder and furprize. The greateft of mankind, if 
J may prefume to call him a man, fuffers more than the fuffer- 
ings of a mortal, and paying the loweft obedience to the Mott 
High God, perfeés all virtue. He fuffers for the human race. 
Behold, thine eyes have feen him. Pilate now fits in judgment 
on thy Redeemer: but fhould his blood be fhed, louder will it 
cry, than any innocent blood ever fpilt. 

‘ Here the venerable phantom paus’d, and then crying, Ob- 
ferve! inftantly vanifh’d. 1 look’d around me, and, behold, a 
black cloud foon cover’d all the azure fky with darknefs, and 
defcending, hover’d over the graves, which trembling, open’d, 
Qver one of them the cloud feparated, forming a lucid chafm, 
through which afcended a man ftain’d with blood, follow’d by 
the eyes of multitudes difpers’d on the graves, who look’d up- 
wards, with ftretch’d out arms, as if longing to follow him, till 
he afcended above the clouds, which foon difpers’d. After this 
Ilook’d, and behold many bled and dy’d for him who had af- 
cended on high. ‘The earth drank their blood, and trembled. I 
faw the fufferers dies; nobly did they fuffer, and better were they 
than the men among whom we live, Now arofe a tempeft : 
dreadful it march’d along, fpreading a thick gloom over alj 
nature. Terrify’d 1 awoke.’ 





BOOK VII, 


‘ Eloa comes from the throne of God, and proclaims that 
now the Redeemer is led to death, on which the angels of the 
earth form a circle round mount Calvary, alfo named Golgotha, 
Then, having confecrated that hill, he worthips the Meffiah, 
Gabriel condu€s the fouls of the fathers from the fun to the 
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mount of Olives, and Adam addreffes the earth. Satan and 
Adramelech, hovering in triumph, are put to flight by Eloa, | 
Jefus is nailed to the crofs. The thoughts of Adam. The 
converfion of one of the malefa&tors. Uriel places a planet be- 
fore the fun, and then conducts to the earth the fouls of all the 
future generations of mankind, Eve, feeing them coming, ad- 
drefies them. Eloa afcends to heaven, Eve is affected at fee- 
ing Mary. ‘Two angels of death fly round the crofs. Eve 
addreffes the Saviour, and the fouls of the children yet un- 
born.’ 
If it were poffiible to make the divine truths of the gofpel ap- 
pear trifling and ridiculous, Mr. Klopftock’s manner of treating 
them would certainly have that effe&t. The fallen angels per- 
petually put to flight by the feraphs, Uriel placing a pla- 
net before the fun, and Eve addrefling the fouls of future ge- 
nerations, are all circumftances fo foreign to the tubje&, that it 
is amazing any author of common underftanding could ever in- 
troduce them. But we muft haiten to 


BOO K IX. 


‘ Eloa returns from the throne of God, and relates what he 
has feen. ‘The behaviour of Peter, who joins Samma, and a 
ftranger, and afterwards fucceffively meets Lebbeus, his brother 
Andrew, Jofeph and Nicodemus, and then returns to Golgo- 
tha, where he fees John, and the female friends of Jefus. A 
converfation between Abraham and Mofes. ‘They are joines 
by Ifaac. Abraham and Ifaac addrefs the Mefiah. Acherub 
conduéts the fouls of the pious heathens to the crofs. Chrift 
fpeaks to John and Mary. Abbadona, affuming the appear- 
ance of an angel of light, comes tothe crofs; but being knewn 
by Abdiel, flies, Abbadon condués the foul of Judas to the 
crofs, then gives him a diftant view of heavea, and at length 
conduéts him to hell.’ 

In this book the converfation of Abraham, Ifaac, and Mofes, 
js extremely tedious, and the repetition of one of the fallen an 
gels put to flight difguftful. 


BOOK xX, 


* God looks down from his throne, while the Meffiah cafts 
his eyes on his fepulchre, and prays ; then with a look fills Sa- 
tan and Adramelech with terror. Many elevated fouls are now 
given to the earth, one of whom delivers his thoughts of the dy- 
ing Redeemer. Acharacter of thefefouls. A converfation be- 
tween Simeon and john the Baptift. Miriam and Deborah la- 
ment the dying Saviour in ahymn. Lazarus comforts Leb- 


beus. Uricl gives notice that the firft of the angels of death is 
defcending 
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defcending to the earth. The impreffion this makes on Enoch, 
Abel, Seth, David, Job, and more particularly on our firft pa- 
rents, who defcend to the fepulchre of Jefus, and pray. The 
angel of death defcends, addreties the Meffiah, and makes 
known the divine command, The Mefliah dies.’ 

Becaufe there were not /ou/s enough already in the poem, 


Mr. Klopftock has here brought in his elewated fouls, which were 


given tothe earth. Let us hear a little of their characters. 

* Relate, O Sion’s mufe! (fays Mr, Klopftock) relate their 
life. Relate their peculiar gifts and graces, while dwelling in 
tabernacles of clay, they paffled their mortal pilgrimage, in fa- 
cred love and pious ardour ; imitating the bright example -of 
their Saviour. ‘The effeéts of the new fenfations they had expe- 
rienced on beholding the dying Meffiah, took root in all, and at 
length unfolding with their increafing perceptions, became min- 
gled with the refplendent grace that flows from above. 

« One of the faireft of thefe fouls was thine, O Timothy ! 
With ardent and with humble zeal didft thou watch over the 
church committed to thy care. Undaunted didft thou venture 
to preach a dying, rifen Jefus. It was Paul, the chofen cham- 
pion of the Mediator, againft the mighty of the earth, who op- 
pofed the doétrine of Chrift, the conqueror of death.—It was 
Paul who brought to him the knowledge of the Lord, out of 
that awful, that dazzling light which beam’d conviction. The 
pure foul of Timothy learnt, with tremulous joy, the way to 


eternal felicity, and taught it to thoufands. Thoufands too’ 


were converted by his death; when having nobly finifh’d his 
courfe, he fell by the executioner’s fword. Like Paul and Ce- 


phas, he, as a bright and refplendent luminary, fhone in the 


church. 

‘ Thou, Antipas, didft early receive the glorious rewards 
prepar’d for the faithful. Then the Judge of the earth, in his 
fentence on the church of Patmos, mentioned thine immortal 
name. With inflexible fidelity, with pure, with warm affeGion 
thou didft love thy crucified Lord, love him till death. 

‘ Hermas, with tears of joy, fang the Mediator. —Sang him 
who dy’d, who rofe again, who afcended on high, and led cap- 
tivity captive.—Sang the Son of God, the Saviour of frail and 
mortal man.——The Son of God, who fhall raife the dead——— 
fhall judge the world. His hymns were fung by Chriftians re- 
tired to folitary caves, when Hermas receiving an intimation of 
the will of the Moft High, left the choir of his rejoicing bre- 
thren, joyfully fuffered death, and went to join the more exalted 
choir above. 

‘ Phebe, defirous of doing good, and winning fouls, left the 


parrow limits that confine her fex, and generoufly devoted her- 
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felf to the fervice of the church. She kindly flrove to remove 
the diftreffes of the indigent ; to help the fick ; to comfort the 
dying. Heaven born Charity, her dear companion, was al- 
ways with her ; but the fled from applaufe, and was known on- 
ly to the pious, and to the angels. 

‘ From every flu€tuating doubt of falfe wifdom, Herodion at 
‘fength was freed, and was convinc’d, that he who was not 
more exalted by miracles than by truth, had made known the 
Erernal Father’s will: difpers’d the fhades of death, and mark’d 
the path that leads to heaven. Through what intricate mazes 
of thorny fpeculation did he wander, before he reach’d the 
light which God, at length, pour’d around him! In what pain- 
ful, what fruitlefs refearches did he engage, before he found the 
lightnefs of the fcale of human knowledge, and the preponde- 
rating weight of that of heavenly wifdom !’ 

He then proceeds to characterife Perfts, Apelles, Flavius Cle- 
mens, Lucius, Tryphena, and a long &c. of them; with what 
fuccefs the reader will judge from the quotation above. The 
beft, and indeed only tolerable part of this laft book is the hymn 
of Miriam and Deborah, on the dying Saviour, with which we 
fhall conclude our extracts. 

‘ Othou, once the moft beautiful among men, thou, who 
was the faireft of the fons of women, how does death, with 
bloody hand, deform thy face ! 

‘ My heart is plung’d in fofteft forrow, and clouds of grief 
furround me ; yet ftill to me he appears the moft beautiful of 
men : of all the creation the moft lovely: fairer than the fons 
of light, when, in lucid fplendor, they bow before the Eternal. 

* Mourn ye cedars of Lebanon, which, to the weary, afford 
a refrefhing fhade: the fighing cedar is cut down: of the ¢edar 
is form’d his crofs. 

‘ Mourn ye flowers of the vale, which grow on the banks of 
the filver ftream ; ye muft not encircle the Saviour’s head: it 
is already crown’d with piercing thorns. 

‘ Unweary’d he lift up his hands to his Father in behalf of 
finners. His feet, unweary’d, vifited the dwellings of afi@ion. 
Now are they pierced. His hands and feet are pierc’d with 
crue] wounds. 

‘ His divine brow, on this mount, he bow’d to the duft: 
from it ran, mingled, blood and fweat. Alas! how is it now 
wounded by crnel thorns !—by his bloody crown! 

* The foul of his mother is wounded as with a fword. Ah 
thou Son moft gracious and divine! have compaffion on thy 
mother, and comfort her, left, at the foot of thy crofs, the die! 

« Ab, were I his mother, and already in the life of blifs, a 
fword would ftill pierce through my foul! 


‘QO 
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* © Miriam! bis compafion-beaming eyes are almoft extia- 
puith’d, and bard he draws his breath, which ftill breathes 
hought but love. Seon will thofe looks no longer be directed 
towards the heavens. 

‘ QO Deborah! a mortal palenefs fits on his fallen. cheeks, wet 
with the trickling drops Of love. Seom will his divine head fink, 
on that crofs, to rife no more. 

‘ Thou, who fhineft above, O celeftial Jerufalem! burft into 
tears ofjoy. Soon will the hour of affliétion be paft. 

‘ Thou, who finneft below, O terreftrial Jerufalem! burft 
into tears of grief; for foon, at thy barbarous hands, will the 
Sovereign Judge require his blood. 

* The ftars in their courfes ftand ftill, and all the creation is 
ftruck dumb, at the fufferings of her Creator!——At the fuf- 
ferings of Jefus! the everlafting High Prieft! the Redeemer } 
the Prince of Peace! 

‘ The earth alfo ftands ftill, and from you who dwell om its 
furface, the fun has. withdrawn his light. For this is Jefus:! 
the everlafting High Prieft, the Redeemer, the Prince of 
Peace !’ 

As Mr. Klopftock’s Meifiah is the work of an anthor who 
has made no inconfiderable figure in the world of literature, we 
have endeavoured to give our readers. a perfect idea of the plan, 
condu&, and execution of it. With regard.to ourfelves we mutt 
acknowledge that we were greatly difappointed in the: reading 
ef it, as we expected, from the author’s known. abilities, a much 
better performance. 

It would be injuftice to Mr. Collyer not to: add, that his trans 
lation of the Meffiah is juft and elegant, and by no means in- 
ferior to Abel: we wifh we could have faid as much of the 
original. 





Art. IV. The Dupe. 4 Comedy. Asit is now adting at the The« 
atre royal in Drury-lane, dy Ais Majefty’s Servants. By the Aue 
thor of the Difeovery, 8wvo. Pr.is. 6d. Millar. 


VW" have already * expreffed our regard fer the dramati¢é 

talents of this author, or, if the reader pleafes, au- 
thorefs, and fhall therefore previoufly take the liberty of giving 
an account of the comedy before us, that the reader may be 
entirely unprepoffeffed as to the judgment we have been able 
to. form of its merits. Sir John Woodall is a man of for- 
tune, with a very bad’ heart, and a very wrong head, but 
eafily. managed: by a miftrefs and. a parafite, through their 





* See Critical Review, val, xv. p. 96. 
feeming 
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feeming to d6ppofe; yet fecretly favouring, his foibles, the mdf 
ftriking of which is obftinacy. His miftrefs is named Ether- 
cown, a woman who, with all the rapacious, extravagant, cha- 
racteriftics of her profeffion, is treacherous, cunning, and with- 
out the fmalleft {park of that whimfical good-nature, that kept 
miftrefies have been often known to difcover. She is fo ex- 
pert in managing Sir John, that, pretending remorfe for her 
courfe of life, fhe prevails upon him to marry her privately, and 
obtains a promife that he will own his marriage, as foon as fhe’ 
fhall produce him an heir. Durimg a four months abfence of 
her keeper in the country, a fuppofititious child is brought into 
the houfe, who is to pafs for Sir John’s at his return. This 
child was procured by the means of Sharply, who is Mrs, 
Etherdown’s gallant, but pretends to be her brother; and is en- 
tertained by Sir John in the charaéter of a fteward, or liumbie 
dependent, from the art he has of raifing the Knight’s import- 
ance; by letting his own behaviour down to that of a well 
meaning fimple hanger-on. Rofe, Mrs. Etherdown’s maid, 
who has.an intrigue with Sharply, and loves him, is an accom- 
plice in the impotture. 

Emily, a young lady, niece and heir to Sir John, and left, 
during hisabfence, in the houfe with, and in the power of, thefe 
three wretches, comes to fome knowledge of Mrs. Etherdown’s 
wickednefs. Sheis in love with Mr. Wellford, an officer, who is 
expected every day from Germany. This officer, who is reci- 
procally in love with Emily, and his friend Mr. Friendly, have 
no characters by which they are marked, but that they do not 
appear tobe badmen, Mrs. Friendly is ftrongly charaéterifed 
by her loquacity, and circumlocutory converfation, The play 
opens with Emily infulted by Rofe, the waiting-woman, who re- 
tiring, Mrs. Friendly comes in, and, with much difficulty, Emi- 
ly learns from her that Wellford is returned, and that Mr. 
Friendly is to fend his chariot for her in the evening. Upon this 
information, Emily, who is very ftri€tly watched, unwillingly re- 
folves to afk leave of Mrs. Etherdown to go abroad. The next 
fcene changes to Mrs. Etherdown’s chamber, where Rofe pre- 
fents her with a love-letter from Wellford to Emily, which fhe 
had intercepted, making an affignation at five o’clock at Friend- 
ly’s,and mentioning his chariot. Some fparks of jealoufy, with 
regard to Sharply, are difcovered in Rofe, who retires to liften ; 
and it foon appears, that all the three confpirators are united 
only in impofing upon Sir John. 

Sharply tyrannizes, in the next fcene, over Mrs. Etherdown, 
whom he has inhis power. She inftigates him to ruin Emily, 
to whom he has offered his addreffes, that her mouth may be 
ftopt when Sir John returns; tho’ he a&tfally intends to marry 
' her. 
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her. At laft Mrs. Etherdown prevails upon him, for a fum of 
money, to wait with a chariot, at five o’clock, and to carry off 
Emily in it, (as the could not fufpe& but that it was Friend- 
ly’s), to Mrs. Private’s, a place of conveniency, where he was 
to force her to his purpofe. Before they part, Mrs. Ether- 
down charges Sharply not to let Rofe know any-thing of the 
matter, and he talks of that Abigail and her love for him 
with the greateft contempt. When both retire, Rofe comes from 
her liftening-place, fufficiently exafperated again{t both ; and, 
refolving to blow them up, marches out of the houle, as after- 
wards appears, for that purpofe. 

In the beginning of the fecond a&, Sir John furprifes Mrs.’ 
Etherdown with his return. She opens to him fome circumftances 
of Emily’s love for Wellford, and, upon the maid informing them 
that fhe has eloped, Mrs. Etherdown prefents Sir John with the 
intercepted letter, and he refolves to talk with Friendly about it. 
The next fcene difcovers Friendly and Wellford, heartily vexed 
at Emily’s not keeping the affignation. Mrs. Friendly comes 
in, and, after infinite circumlocutions, they underftand that 
Rofe isin the houfe. Friendly introduces her to Wellford, and 
fhe difcover’s Sharply’s having trepanned Emily ; upon which 
Friendly and Wellford, attended by Rofe, fet out for Mrs. Pri- 
‘vate’s, to.dete& him, The fcene then changes to Mrs. Private’s, 
where Emily and Sharply are introduced. She vigoroufly op- 
pofes all his advances, either to courtfhip or rudenefs ; but, at 
Jaft, he is confounded at her mentioning the name of Wellford 
as her lover, and offers to condu&t her home, which fhe accepts 
of. As Sharply is handing her out, they are met by Friendly 
and Wellford, who immediately knows Sharply to have been a 
fubaltern in the fame regiment with himfelf, but broken for 
cowardice, after Wellford had faved his life. Wellford, think- 
ing Emily and Sharply were reconciled, is enraged with her, and 
flies off. Friendly carries Emily away in his chariot, and fe- 
cures Sharply and Rofe in his own houfe. 

The firft fcene of the third a& opens with Mrs, Friendly, 
Emily, and Wellford. He pleads in vain to be reconciled with 
his miftrefs ; and Friendly coming in, he tells him of Sharply’s 
having informed him of Sir John’s being married to Mrs..Ether- 
‘down. Wellford feems to be overjoyed at this, and offers to 
take Emily without a fhilling ; but he retains her refentment, 
and refufes to confent. Mean while Friendly had obliged Rofe 
and Sharply to fign their confeffion of all they knew concerning 
Mrs. Etherdown’s practices. ‘The fcene then changes to Sir 
John’s houfe, where a kind of reconciliation is effeéted between 
Rofe and Sharpiy. After this, the following fcene pafles, which 
we think is an admirable one; and we give it not only as a 
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fpecimen of the author’s manner, but as a key to the direéting 
characters of the play. 


* Scene a Chamber. A Table with Bottles and Glafés. Mri. 
Etherdown fitting at it. Sir Fobn half modding in an Elbow 
Chair. 
© Sir John. T am fo tired I can hardly keep myfelfawake, No 





news of this blockhead Sharply yet ? Come, why don’t you 


take your glafs ? 
‘ Mrs. Eth. La! Sir John, you know I hate it of all things. 


‘ Sir Fobn. What then, you abftemious jackanapes ; one glafs 
to welcome me home :—it won’t poifon you, will it ? 

© Mrs. Eth. Ay, as you fay, Sir John; I can’t refufe that; 
tho’ it fhou’d poifon me. [She fills a little drop. He nods again 3 
and foe fills a bumper and drinks. } 

« Sir Fobn. Take off your glafs, I fay. 

* Mrs. Eth. } vow I can’t touch any miore, Sir John; it 
gives one fuch a flufhing in one’s face, when one is’nt us’d 
to if, 

‘ Sir Foln. Ay, this comes of your drinking water ; nothing 
but water will go down forfeoth :—why it is enough to kill you, 
you fool.—I am as fleepy as if I had taken opium. [He nods 
acain, and Sharply peeps in at the door and creeps over. ] 

‘ Sharp. What, faft ! 

© Mrs, Eth, Hufh—what has kept you fo long! 


‘SCENE V. 


¢ Sharp. Ts tother hundred ready? We are fecure I warrant 

ou. 

: © Sir Fobn rouxes bimfelf.} Secure! what are you fecure of ? 
Ha! Sharply, is it you? Shake hands, you whelp. 

‘ Sharp. A--h, Sir John, did you ptetend to be afleep! you 
are fo full of tricks ! 

* Sir Fobu. Where have you been all this while? What tlie 
d—! has your blund’ring head been about now ? 

* Sharp. Been! why, 1 have been and dun’d every tenant 
you have in London, from top to bottom, this good day ; and 
if f can get a crofs fromthem, I with I may never be worth one, 
I have beer out fince morning: my fifter there can tell. 

* Mrs. Eth. It’s true, indeed, Sir John. 

* Sir Fobn. What were you faying about being fecure ! 

* Sharp. Oh !—ay, we are fecure enough for that matter, I 
was faying I had got fecurity from that fcurvy fellow there, that 
owes you a hundred pound. He that keeps the great inn there 
in what-de-call-uam— 
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* Sir Fobn. In Holborn! ay, that’s a fad dog! a fad dog} 
muft turn him out.—But you are fuch a poor, foft, eafy, quiet 
anungrel, let them but warm your heart with a bowl of punch, 
and make a poor mouth, and call you your honour, they may 
keep me out of my rent till dooms-day for you. 

‘ Mrs. Eth. Ay, as you fay, Sir John, he little knows the 
world. 

‘ Sir Foon. Vil turn you off, by my foul, Sharply, if you 
don’t learn to know the world. 

* Sharp. I ftrive.-—Afk my fifter elfe. 

* Sir Fobn. Strive ! poor devil ; you do your beft, I believe. 
Come, I’m glad you’re come in; can’t drink by myfelf;—and 
Madam here, won’t touch a drop.—Sit down there.—Do you 
know that Emily is run away? 

« Sharp. Milfs Emily, Sir! our Mifs Emily ? 

© Sir John. Ay, our Mifs Emily, Sir. How Sharply gapes 
at the news? 

‘ Mrs, Eth. No wonder, Sir John. 

« Sharp. Its only one of your jokes, may be, Sir John: you 
are fuch ajoker! But I don’t believe every thing you fay for all 
that. 

‘ Mrs. Eth. Its too true, as Sir John fays. 

‘ Sir Fohn. 1 have found out the whole plot, though, you 
muft know; and to-morrow I intend fo to work Friendly 
about it. 

© Sharp. Mr. Friendly ! ay, to be fure, he is a knowing 
man, and can give fine advice when a body’s in trouble, 

‘ Sir Fohn. Confound your loggerhead ! do you think I want 
advice, or would sake advice, and from sim? Why he is the 
whole contriver of the thing, man. 

‘ Sharp. Who! Mr. Friendly, Sir ? 

‘ Mrs. Eth. Yes: Mr. Friendly! as Sir John fays. 

* Sharp. Lord! I’d never ha’ thought that of him! 

© Sir John. You'd never ha’ thought! Why, you numfcull, 
how the plague fhou’d you think, that mind nothing but dun- 
ning of tenants, and then excufing them their rent? A good 
joke, faith. 

‘ Mrs. Eth. That’s true, indeed, Sir John; he knows no- 
thing, poor foul, but the keeping his own books. 

‘ Sir Fobn. And a miracle ’tis to me, that he can do even 
that! Take him out of his figures, and my coach dog has more 
fagacity. : 

‘ Sharp. laughs foolifbly.] Ha'l-ha! ha! Well, well, I wou’d 
not give my figures for all yourwit : now, Sir John, there’s 
for you. 

Vor. XVI. December, 1763. Fi $ Sir 
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‘ Sir John. True! there you’re right, Sharply. Every man 
has his talent.’ 

After this Friendly enters, and Sir John, in a manner pecu- 
liar to himfelf, owns tohim his marriage with Mrs. Etherdown, 
who enters with Sharply as Friendly goes out. After fome hu- 
morous converfation on the part of Sir John and Sharply, the 
latter artfully, by feeming to contradi€& him, prevails on Sir 
John to fend him for a lawyer, to fettle two hundred pounds a 
year upon Etherdown. 

The firft fcene of the fourth a&t exhibits Friendly’s houfe, and 
he confirms to Wellford the news of Sir John’s being married, 
but refolves to have another interview with him, to lay open 
all his wife’s pra€tices, which he had learn’d from Rofe and 
Sharply. The next fcene changes to Sir John’s houfe. He 
finds his lady (Mrs. Etherdown) at her toilet, is furprifed at the 
magnificence of its furniture, which fhe had taken up all upon 
credit, but more at her haughty airs ; but is quite aftonifhed when ~ 
her jeweller comes in and leaves his bill, which amounts to 
a confiderable fum ; and underftands that fhe has otherwife run 
fifteen hundred pounds in debt. Before Sir John recovers from 


+ his aftonifhment, Friendly enters, and difcovers the practices of 


therdown againft Mifs Emily ; on which Etherdown leaves the 
houfe in a rage. Sir John believes that Sharply has married 
Emily, but Friendly prefentshim with the confeffion of Sharp- 
ly and Rofe, where the impofture of the child is difcovered; and 
informs him that Sharply is not Etherdown’s brother. 

The firft fcene of the laft a& exhibits Emily and Wellford in 
Friendly’s houfe, She remains {till inexorable againft marrying 
him, and he is preparing to leave the town, when Friendly in- 
troduces Sir John, who, at laft, is perfeétly convinced of all his 
wife’s wicked practices. Friendly then informs Sir John that 
Wellford is his niece’s lover, for the firft time letting him 
and Emily into the fecret of the fuppofititious child, and that 
fhe was fiill the knight’s heir. Sir John confents to the match. 
Sharply and Rofe are introduced and pardoned; and the play, 
naturally enough, winds up with the marriage of Emily and 
Wellford. 

From this fketch of the plot and charaéters, flight as it is, the 
reader may, perhaps, think with us, that this comedy falls 
fhort of what might have been expected from the au- 
thor of the Difcovery. We fhould have been glad to have 





found a little more originality, both in the charagters and 
the plot; but the latter we apprehend to be the moft defec- 
tive as to conduét and probability. To mention none of the 


other circumftances, we cannot think it likely that an artful 
woman, 
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fuch as Mrs. Etherdown, would fubjeé& herfelfto be difcovered; 
preyed upon, and infulted by, two wretchess or, that fhe fhould 
Jay her condué&t open to Emily, who is moft interefted in 
expofing it. The ftory of the fuppofititious child does not 
feem to be quite natural ; nor can we entirely approve of the 
propriety of Friendly’s keeping the two lovers fo long in the 
dark ; and perhaps Mrs. Etherdown efcapes better than, in 
{tri poetical juftice, fhe ought to have done. 

As to the charaéers: three of them; thofe of Sir John, Sharp- 
ly, and Mrs, Friendly, though not originals, are admirably well 
fupported, and, in fome places, improved. The loquacity of 
Mrs. Friendly is more according to life than any we have feen 
in that caft. Sharply is an exquifite and artful parafite ; 
and Sir John aéts very properly in the walk afligned him. 
We cannot, however, help being of opinion, that the au- 
thor might have made this a better comedy had fhe retain- 
ed the moft ftriking foibles, particularly the opiniatry of 
Sir John, but have made him a man of fenfe. Such a charac- 
ter might, perhaps, have been inconvenient for the plot, but it 
would have exhibited a fine difplay of dramatic colouring, 
and, if properly managed, would have thrown the lights and 
fhades of human nature into a more matterly difpofition. 

The author of this play has already fhewn indifputable talents 


. to entertain the public from the ftage; and, tho’ the piece be- 


fore us is not unexceptionable with regard to the fable, fenti- 
ment, di€tion, &c. it is by no means contemptible: and if it had 
been carefully revifed, and altered in fome particular parts; 
would have met with deferved fuccefs. 





Art. V. The Mayor of Garret. 4 Comedy, in Two AGs. As it 
is performed at the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane. 2y Samuel 
Foote, Ef. Sve. Pr. 1s. Vaillant. 


HIS (as indeed moft of Mr. Foote’s pieces for the ftage 
T are) may be termed a chromatic drama ; an epithet well 
known to mufical connoiffeurs. The fpirit and execution of it 
prove the art and hand of a mafter; but it contains juft as 
much plot as ferves to bring forth two or three capital chara@ers 
into action, and give the ingenious mimic an opportunity of fhew- 
ing his fkill in that peculiar fpecies of genius for which he is foemi- 
nently diftinguifhed. The comedy might, therefore, be carried on 
to any length the author pleafes, with equal amufement. This 


--was undoubtedly the original manner of comedy, as well as of 


mufic, among the Greeks, It defcendedto the Romans under 
Ff 2 the 


i 
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the title of fadulz, and continued in Italy and in fome parts of 
Germany, till within thefe two hundred years, though under 
different modifications. But as this is a fubje& that does not at 
prefent lie properly before us, we fhall proceed to the perform- 
ance itfelf, by confidering it as detached from all that embellith- 
ment of ation, and power of voice and face, which rendered it 
fo entertaining in the reprefentation. 

This comedy opens by the appearance of Sir Jacob Jollup, 
a regular, decent, pratifing, quack-believing juftice of peace ; 
and he is accofted by Mr. Lint, the apothecary, who wants to 
contract with his worfhip as. operator for the maims, bruifes, 
and other accidents that may happen at the election of the 
mayor of Garret, which was to be held that very day. In the 
courfe of this treaty, Lint, who had contracted to phyfic the parifh 
poor by the lump, wants to make a feparate bill of accidents, 
which Sir Jacob cannot agree to; and he turns the apotheca- 
ry out of his houfe for railing at quacks, and for dariag to 
queftion the reality of a cure, {worn before his brother magi- 
itrate Mr. Juftice Drowfey. 

On Linf’s departure enters Mr. Juftice Sturgeon, the fith- 
monger, and major of the Middlefex militia, with his fword 
buckled on his right fide (a circumftance, by the bye, which 
the {petator only is made acquainted with) but which poflibly 
already lets the reader into his charaéter. If any thing is want- 
ing for that purpofe, let him take the following dialogue. 


‘ Sir Facob, But, major, was it not rather late in life for you 
to enter upon the profeflion of arms? 

‘ Major. A little aukward in the beginning, Sir Jacob: the 
great difficulty they had was, to get me to tutn ott my toes ; 
but ufe, ufe reconciles all them kind of things: why,.after my 
firft campaign, I no more minded the noife of the guns than a 
flea-bite. 

« Sir Fac. No! 

< Major. No. There is more made of thefe matters than 
they merit. For the general good indeed, I am glad of the 
peace ; but as to my fingle felf—And yet, we have had fome 
defperate duty, Sir Jacob. 

© Sir Fae. No doubt. 

¢ Major. Oh! fuch marchings amd counter-marchings from 
Brentford to Elin, from Elinto A€ton, from Acton to Uxbridge : 
the duft flying, fun fcorching, men fweating—-Why, there was 
our laft expedition to Hounflow, that day’s work carried off 
major Molofias. Bunhill-fields never faw a braver commander: 
He was an irreparable lofs to the fervice, 

* Sir Fac. How came that about ? 


§ Major: 

















The Mayor of Garret. 437 


© Major. Why, it was partly the major’s own fault; J ad- 
vifed him to pull off his fpurs before he went upon action ; but 
‘the was refolute, and would not be rul’d. 

‘ Sir Fac. Spirit; zeal for the fervice. 

‘ Major. Doubtlefs—But to proceed : In order to get our 
men in good fpirits, we were quartered at ‘Thiftleworth the 
evening before ; at day-break our regiment formed at Houn- 
flow town’s-end, as it might be about here. The major made a 
fine difpofition : On we marched, the menall in high fpirits, to 
attack the gibbet where Gardell is hanging ; but turning down 
a narrow lane to-the' left, as it might be about there, in order 
to poffefs a pig’s-ftye, that we might take the gallows in flank, 
and, at all events, fecure a retreat ; who fhould come by but a 
drove of fat oxen for Smithfield. ‘The drums‘beat in the front, 
the dogs bark’d in the rear, the oxen fet up a gallop; on they 
came thundering upon us; broke through our ranks ia an in- 
fiant, and threw the whole corps in confuficn. 

© Sir Fac. Terrible! 

€ Major. The major’s horfe took to his heels, away he feour’d 
over the heath. That gallant commander ftuck both his fpurs 
into the flank, and for fome time held by his mane; but ‘in 
crofling a ditch, the horfe threw up his head, gave the major a 
dowfe in the chops, and plump’d him into a gravel-pit, juft by 
the powder-mills. 

* Sir Fac. Dreadful! 

€ Major. Whether from the fall or the fright, the major 
mov’d off in a month—lIndeed it was.an unfortunate day for us 
all. 

‘ Sir Fae. Ashow? 

‘ Major. Why, as captain Cucumber, lieutenant Patty-Pan, 
enfign Tripe, and myfelf, were returning to town in the Turn- 
ham-Green ftage, we were ftopped near the Hammerfmith 
turnpike, and rob’d and ftripp’d by a footpad.’ 

We fhould do injury to the proprietor of this inimitable per- 
formance, fhould we give any larger extracts from it, and we do 
injury tothe performance itfelf fhould the reader conclude that 
what we have given has any merit, as to wit or humour, fuperior 
tothe other parts ofthe play. Afteralong converfation concerning 
militia-matters and qualiGcations, the mob affembles without, 
to proceed-to the ele&tion. Sir Jacob agrees that Crifpin Heel- 
tap the cobler fhould be the returning-officer; and then the 
major hands in Mrs. Sneak, (married to Mr. Sneak the pin- 
maker), who takes care to aflert the old vulgar charter of the 
fex, that the grey mare is ibe betier borfe. Mr. Sneak follows, 
Joaded with his wife’s band-box, hoop-petticoat, and cardinal, &c. 
ec. &c, A yery.droll converfation enfues, in which Sneak thews 
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himfe]f to be a perfe&t adept in paflive obedience, as his wife 
does in matrimonial difcipline. Upon Sneak’s going out to 
look after the chaife-horfe, a very particular converfation en- 
fues between Mrs. Sneak and the Major, who conceive a reci- 

rocal efteem for each other; and Sneak re-entering announces 
the arrival of Sir Jacob’s other daughter, with her hufband Mr. 
Bruin, who is as mucha tyrant over his wife as Mrs. Sneak is 
over her hufband.. Mean time, Mrs. Sneak flips out and fends 
for the Major; Bruin then gives a fpecimen of his matrimo- 
nial authority over his wife, which encourages Sneak to dif- 
clofe to his brother-in-law all the grievances he fuffered from 
his wife, particularly her always helping him at table ‘to the 
tough drumiticks of turkeys, and the damn’d fat flaps of fhoul- 
ders of mutton ;’ ‘I don’t (continued he) think I have eat a bit 
of under-cruft fince we have been married.’ ‘Thefe, and other 
weighty confiderations, induce Bruin to promife to back Sneak 
in rebelling again{t his wife ; but the latter no fooner hears her 
voice without, than his heart begins to fail him. 

The fecond a& difcovers all the company at Sir Jacob’s 
houfe, before which the ele&tion comes on ; the fcene of which 
is the higheft finihed, but the moit juft ever exhibited in 
that walk of humour. ‘There is a dares as well as a fublime 
which no words but its own can defcribe ; and this. incommu- 
picative property is the infallible chara@teriitic of both. After 
this obfervation, the reader will not be furprifed that we give no 
fpecimen of the humours of this ele@tion, which affords infinite 
merriment even in reading. While this eleétion is going for- 
ward, the Major and Mrs. Sneak retire to a fummer-houfe in 
the garden, but are obferved and followed by Sneak, who, 
through a peep-hole, /aw what befaw. He returns full fraught 
with this to brother Bevin, and in a whifper informs him of 
what had happened : but the election is now over, and Sneak, 
out of regard to his father-in-law Sir Jacob, is chofen mayor of 
Garret, though he afterwards appoints a locum tenens to a&t for 
him. While Sneak is exulting in this honour, and in the im- 
portance of his fummer-houfe diicovery, he heays Mrs, Sneak 
exing for the puppy ; and, though brother Bruin had promiled 
to ftand by him, his heart fails him again. He, however, at 
lait, plucks up a fpirit, and tells her, © you fhan’t think to hec- 
tor acd domineer over me as you have done; for I’ll go to the 
club when I pleafe, and itay out as late as I lift, and row ina 
boat to Putney on Sundays, and wifit my friends at Vitfontide, 
and keep the key of the till, and help myfelf at table to vhat 
vittles | like, and Ill have a bit of the brown.’ — Sneak 





then proceeds to be a perfe& dragon, his indignation being 
fliired up——‘ Befides, madam, (continues he) | have fome- 
thing 
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thing furder to tell you: Ecod, if fome folks go into gardens 
with majors, mayhap other people may go into garrets with 
maids: There, I gave it her home, brother Bruin.’ Notwith- 
ftanding all this fpirited refentment, Mrs. Sneak’s genius has 
the afcendant, as Cefar’s had over that of Antony ; for when 
fhe is reinforced by her major, fhe obtains firft a conqueft, and 
then atriumph, A reconciliation being afterwards effected by Sir 
Jacob between her and Sneak, the curtain drops. 

The moft reprehenfible circumftance we find in this perform- 
ance is, that Mr. Foote has not given the follies of the Major 
and Mrs. Sneak a greater dafh of vice, we mean that of hypo- 
crify. In all other refpecs the fatire of the play is direéted at 
cnce to a moral and a national purpofe ; as nothing refleéts 
greater difhonour, in the eyes of foreigners, upon the people of 
England, than the extravagancies, abfurdities, and riots that 
attend popular eletions, even thofe of a more important na- 
ture than that of a mayor of Garret. As tothe perfonalities 
with which this piece has been charged, gui capit ille facit. We 
are Reviewers and not Players. 





Art. VJ. Candid and Impartial Confiderations on the Nature of the 
Sugar Trade; the comparative Importance of the Britifh and 
French Jflands in the Welt Indies : With the Value and Confe- 
quence of St. Lucia and Granada truly fated. Illuftrated with 
Copper-plates. 8vo. Pr.4s, Baldwin, 


VERY thing in thefe confiderations is brought home 

to Britifth fubje&ts and a Britifh government, and there- 
fore is of more utility to this country than all the fenti- 
ments of a Solon, a Lycurgus, ora Confucius, The firft argu- 
mentative point which our author, after a very proper intro- 
cution examines, ts © Whether the ifland of Granada, and its 
dependencies, be a juft, that is, a full equivalent for the ifland 
of St. Lucia?’ In difcuffing this point, our author gives us a 
very entertaining Hiltory of the fugar manufactory, and its pro- 
erefs, in which he touches upon many particulars that, proba- 
bly, are unknown to the generality of Englifh réaders, or to any 
man who has not made the fugar trade-his particular objeét of 
ftudy. The preference is by him given entirely in favour of 
Granada, for reafons which mufi appear ®ery fatisfatory to any 
man who reads this work or throws his eye upon the maps af- 
fixed to it. Though many of our readers may not be very con- 
verfant in commercial matters, yet the following hiltory of the 
fugar-cane muft be agreeable to all. 
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‘ The canes, which produce that fweet liquor of which fugar 
is made, grow in all] the four quarters of the globe, and in three 
of them fpontaneoufly. ‘They were certainly known to the an- 
tients, though what we call fugar was not; for the manufac- 
turing the {weet juice of the cane into that, form was the inven- 
tion of the Arabians, who beftowed upon it the name it bears, 
calling it in their own language /acear. It was brought by the 
Moors into Spain, aod cultivated by them, with the greateft 
fuccefs, in the kingdoms of Granada, Valencia, and Murcia. In 
the two laft it is made in great perfection, though not in great 
quantities, at this day; for though it is computed, that the 
Spaniards import to the value of at leaft a million of pieces of 
eight, in foreign fugars, yet this is owing entirely to an error 
in government, and the infupportable tax of thirty- fix percent. 
which has already reduced their fugar-works very low, and not- 
withftanding all the remonftrances that have been made upon 
this fubjeét, may, very probably, in procefs of time, put an end 
to them. 

* About the beginning of the fifteenth century, the Spaniards 
introduced the manufacture of fugar, and very probably the 
canes, into the Canary Iflands, where they throve exceedingly ; 
producing great wealth to the inhabitants, as well as a very large 
revenue to the crown. In 1420 the infant Don Henry of Portugal, 
the great promoter of difcoveries, directed fugar-canes to be 
carried from theifland of Sicily, to that of Madeira, where they 
piofpered fo happily, as that within a diftriét of nine miles in 
compals, the fitth, which that prince referved to his military 
order, amounted to fifteen hundred hogfheads of fugar, each of 
a thoufand weight ; and confequently the whole produced feven 
thoufand five hundred fuch hogfheads ; which in thofe early 
times, and when the veffels emploved in trade were fo fmal}, 

with great reaion, a very confiderable im- 


' 
et 


was thought, and 
provement. 

* The fame nation, having difcovered and begun to plant the 
country of Srazil in America, turned their thoughts to the cul- 
tivation of the fugar canes, which they found narurally growing 
there, and profecuted their endeavours with fuch efted, that chief: 
jy from the profit they derived from this commodity, they began 
to form to the mfelves very extenfive views ; believing that from 
the advantages of fituation, climate, foi) sid rivers, they might 
. able to carry their commeérce higher than‘any other nation ; 

o which predileion in favour of Brazil, fome authors of good 
veiilas have afcribed the decline of their affairs in the Eat 
Indies. But thefe hopes, whether well or -1}) grounded, were 
frofirated by the invafionof the Dutch. The Spa aniards having 
the like views with the Portugueze, by the direGtion of Ferdi- 
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hand the Catholic, carried fogat-canes from the Canaries to the» 
land of St. Domingo, where they were firft planted by Pedro 
de Atenca, and the firft fugar-mill was ereéted by Gonzales de 
Velofa, in 1506. ‘But, finding the natives unfit for thefe labours, 
they introduced Negro flaves, and thus we have traced the hif- 
tory of this commodity and manufa@ure, which had flourifhed 
from time immemorial in the Eaft, to its introdudtion in the 
Welt Indies. ’ 

« At what time fugar was firft brought into England, it is 
difficult to fay ; but that it was in common ufe in 1466, appears 
from the record we have of the feait given by Dr. George Ne- 
vil, when he was inftalled archbifhop of York, where it is faid, 
there were fpices, /ugared delicates, and wafers plenty. In that 
very old treatife entituled The Policy of keeping the fea, the 
author inveighing againft the ufelefs things brought by the 
Venetians from the Indies, adds, that they furnifhed but very 
few of the neceffaries of life, except /ugar. In fucceeding 
times, we had this commodity, as may be collected from our old 
writers upon trade, from Spain, Sicily, Portugal, Madeira, Bar- 
bary, and other places ; which as the ufe of it increafed, may 
very probably be fuppofed to have created a defire of obtaining 
fome country for ourfelves, in which it might be cultivated, in 
a — fufficient for our confumption. 

The famous Sir Walter Ralegh, by his voyages to South: 
PPE in the reign of queen Elizabeth and king James, had 
raifed fo high an opinion of the riches of Guiana, that after his 
unfortunate death, the proje& of planting that country was pur- 
fued by Sir Olyff Leigh, who fent his brother thither, and after- 
wards by other gentlemen, who at length, defifting from their 
purfuit of gold and filver, were content to form plantations 
there, and, after occupying and deferting feveral places, at length 
fixed upon the mouth and banks of the river Surinam ; which, 
though very little notice has been taken of it by our writers, 
feems to have been the firft fugar colony we ever had, and to 
have grown by degrees to more importance than perhaps it has 
been judged propef to preferve in remembrance, as this country 
was ceded to the Dutch by the treaty of Breda. It may, howe- 
ver, be proper to take notice, in fupport of what has been faid, 
that it appeared, a few years before it was given up, to have 
had fixty thoufand inhabitants, two thirds of which were whites, 
who made there great quantities of fugar, ginger, indigo, and 
cotton, and by allowing all nations to live and trade there free- 
jy, without any civil, religious, or commercial reftraint, em- 
ployed about two hundred fail of fhips, amounting in the 
whole to upwards of fifteen thoufand ton. But though the 
gountry was given up, it was ftip pulated, that the people fhould 

have 
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fave full liberty to withdraw with their effeéts, and, in confe- 
quence of this, the greateit part of the Englifh retired to fome 
or other of our plantations. 

* According to fome accounts, a fhip fent by Sir Oly ff Leigh 
to the country of Guiana, firft touched at Barbadoes. But ac- 
cording to others, this iffand was difcovered by a fhip of Sir 
William Curteen’s, returning from Fernambuco, in Brazil, about 
the beginning of the laf\century. It afterwards, as we fhall 
more than once have occafion to mention, was granted by king 
Charles I. by patent dated June zd, 1627, to the earl of Car- 
lifle, together with other iflands, upon pretence that he had 
been at great expences in fettling them. The inhabitants {pent 
near forty years in raifing indigo, ginger, cotton, and tobacco 3 
and then bethought themfelves of fugar canes, which were 
brought hither from Brazil, and this, in the very fhort {pace of 
ten years, fo changed their affairs, that the planters fiom be- 
ing poor, grew to great opulence, and either importing or 
purochafing great numbers of Negroes from Africa, extended 
their plantations, not more to their own emolument than to 
that of their mother country, and it was owing to the fudden 
and furprifing fortunes they made, that the value of the fugar 
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trade came to be underfftood and cherifhed, as one of the moft 
beneficial in which the Englith had ever engaged. In confe- 
quence of which feveral of the moft eminent planters were, by 
king Charles II. created baronets, that it might appear the 
temple of honour was open to thofe who added to the ftrength 
of the nation, by improving the arts of peace, as well as to fuch 
who fignalized themfelves in her defence in a time of war. 

‘ Thofe who were fettled in our other iflands, led by the ex- 
ample of the people of Barbadoes, introduced the manufaéture 
of fugar likewife into them, and Jamaica being added to our 
dominions, produced a vaft augmentation of fugar territory ; fo 
that during the latter moiety of the laft century, we greatly ex- 
ceeded ali the other nations, who had hitherto dealt in this 
commodity, and no new- formidable rivals as yet appearing, we 
carried it on with fuch advantage, as to export great quantities 
of fugar, eveninto thofe countries from which we had imported 
this commodity heretofore; particularly into the Levant, where 
by felling our fugars cheaper than they could make them, all 
the plantations formerly fettled in the Turkifh dominions gra- 
dually declined, and, except in Egypt, at laft wore out. Butin 
confequence of our making fuch immenfe quantities of fugar, 
it became requifite to take every method uf promoting its con- 
fumption at home, in order tothe fupport of our colonies: the 
foreign market having only a certain extent, the commodity 
was in danger of becoming a drug, if this expedient had not 
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been found to keep up its price. This, however, clearly thews, 
what a weighty change was made in our circumftances, in re- 
fpeét to this very valuable article of commerce.’ 

This author, through all the other parts of his work, difco- 
vers the greateft precifion and candour, upon the very intereft- 
ing fubje&t he undertakes ; and, as he proceeds upon fatts, 
which muft be intelligible to every man of common fenfe who 
reads them, however abftra&ed he may be from trade, we can- 


not help recommending his work to the ferious perufal of the 
public. 





Art. VII, The Conference. A Poem. By C. Churchill. gto. Pr. 
zs. 6d. Kearfley, &c. 


N R, Churchill’s /ady (we do not mean his wf, or his mif- 

trefs, but his mu/e) has jult brought him another chopping 
child, whom he has chrittened Conference, and which, if we are 
able to form any judgment from firft appearances, looks as if it 
would live and thrive, as it feems to be very ftout, and poffeffed 
of fuch ftamina, as promife length of days: in other words, the 
half crown poem before us, (if men will have rarities they mult 
pay for’em) isa nervous, manly, and well-written performance, 
and, in our opinion, infinitely fuperior to his laft produ@ion. 
The Conference is a dialogue between the poet and his friend, 
whom, for reafons beft known to himfelf, he thinks proper to 
call a Jord, in imitation of Pope’s imitation of Horace, Sat. f. 
B. Il. and his poem intituled Seventeen hundred and thirty-eight. 
Churchill defends himfelf and his fatires again{ft his lordfhip, who 
makes ufe of prudential arguments to diffuade him from it: 
Mr. C. muft, we fee, in confequence of this plan, be himfelf the 
hero of the tale: we are not, therefore, fo furprifed to find the 
poem animated with a fuperior degree of poetic merit, becaufe, 
if a man can talk wellat all, he always does fo whan he talks 
of himfelf: from a gentleman of Mr. C’s known courage and 
intrepidity, we had reafon to expect, that, when my lord tells 
him, that, in fpite of all his boafting, he would one day or 
other 





‘ give his honour for a cruft of bread ;’ 


the hero would reply as follows: 


‘ What proof might do, what hunger might effea, 
What famifh’d Nature, looking with negle& 
On what fhe once held dear, what fear, at ftrife 
With fainting Virtue for the means of life, 
Might make this coward ficth,.in love with breath, 
Shudd’ring at pain, and thrinking back from death, 
In treafon to my foul, defcend to bear, 
Trufting to Fate, I neither know, nor care.’ 
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He tells us afterwards, in very good verfe, that fome honeft 
gentleman, when he was in great diftrefs, faved him from a 
gaol ; and that now, thanks to the prefs, he can walk the ftreets 
without fear of duns or bum-bailiffs: for all whith ineftimable 
bieffings, he owns, with great gratitude, he is indebted to the 
public, to whom he thus makes his poetical acknowledgement, 


“ A gen’rous Public made me what I Am. 
Allthat I have, They gave ; juft Mem’ry bears 
The grateful ftamp, and what I amis Theirs.’ 


We do nat, indeed, remember any gentleman in the world of 
literature whom the public have fo liberaliy contributed to 
fapport, or to whofe decrees, how arbitrary foever, it hath fo 
implicitly fubmitted, asto Mr. Churchill. Butthere is a very 
extraordinary circuraftance in this poem, viz. That the author 
of it, who has long fince made free with all mankind, hath here 
taken it intohis head to cenfure himfelf in fome lines which are, 
perhaps, the moft fevere in the whole performance. His noble 
friend fays to him, 

© Think bat one hour, and, to thy confcience led 
By Reafon’s hand, bow down and hang thy head ; 
"Phink on thy private life, recal thy youth, 

View thyfelf now, and own with ftricteft truth, 
"That Self hath drawn thee from fair Virtue’s way 
Farther than Folly would have dar’d to ftray, 
And that thetaients lib’ral Nature gave 

To make thee free, have made thee more a flave.’ 


To which qur culprit bard, pleading guiity to the indi&ment, 
thus replies ; ; 
¢Ah! what, my lord, hath private life todo 

With things of public nature? why to view 

Would you thus cruelly thofe fcenes unfold, « 

Which, without pain and horror to behold, 

Mutt fpeak me fomething more, or efs than man ; 

Which friends may pardon, but I never can ? 

Look back! athought which borders on defpair, 
Which human nature muft, yet cannot bear. 
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Eech cireumftance of guilt ; where ftern, but true, 
She brings badactions forth into review ; 

And, like the dread hand-writing on the wall, 

Bids late Remorfe awake at Reafon’s call, 

Arm’dat all points bids fcorpion Vengeance pafs, 

And to the mind holds up Refle&tion’s glafs, 

The mind, which ftarting, heaves the heart-felt groan, 
And hates that form fhe knows to be her own.’ 


What crime it is that lies fo heavy upon Mr. C—’s confcience 
we cannot pretend to determine : the lines (be it what it will} 
feem to come from the heart ; and as fuch, may, by the gene- 
rous part of mankind, be confidered as fome attonement for it. 
When his friend tells him, that he fhall, one day or other, fee 
him change fides, he replies, with great fpirit, 


‘ May I, (can worfe difgrace on manhood fall ?) 
Be born a Whitehead, and baptiz’d.a Paul; 
May I (tho’ to his fervice deeply tied 
By facred oaths, and now by will allied) 
With falfe feign’d zeal an injur’d God defend, 
And ufe his name for fome bafe private end ; 
May I (that thought bids double horrors roll 
O’er my fick fpirits, and unmans my foul) 
Ruin the virtue which I held moft dear, 
And {till muft hold; may I, thro’ abje& fear, 
Betray my friend ; may to fucceeding times, 
Engrav’d on plates of adamant, my crimes 
Stand blazing forth, whilft mark’d with envious blot, 
Fach little act of Virtue is forgot ; 
Of all thofe evils which, to ftamp men curs’d, 
Hell keeps in ftore for vengeance, may the worit 
Light on my head, and in my. day of woe, 
To make the cup of bitternefs o’erflow, 
May I be fcorn’d by ev’ry man of worth, 
Wander, like Cain, a vagabond on earth, 
Bearing about a Hell in my own mind, 
Or be to Scotland for my life confin’d, 
If I am one amongft the many known, 
Whom Shelburne fled, and Calcraft blufh’d to own.” 


Nor are the following verfes lefs animated. 


— ‘tho’ from the tomb 

Stern Jeffries fhould be plac’d in Mansfield’s room, 
Tho’ he fhould bring, his bafe defigns to aid, 
Some 4lack Attorney, tor his purpofe made, 

And fhove, whilft Decency and Law retreat, 

The medeft Norton from his maiden feat, 
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Tho’ both, in ill confed’rates, fhould agree, 

In damned league to torture Law and Me, 
Whilft Georce is King, I cannot fear endure ; 
Not to be guilty, is to be fecure.’ 


There are feveral other paffages in this poem equally ftriking 
and poetical ; at the fame time, we cannot but lament in this, 
asin the reft of this gentleman’s produétions, that want of ac- 
curacy and corre€tnefs, which throws fuch an air of flovenry over 
the whole. Some lines are quite poor and profaic, and fome 
expreffions low and vulgar ; fuch as 


* Churchill, you have a poem coming out, 
You’ve my beft wifhes, but I really fear 
Your mufe in general is too fevere.’ 

and a little after, 


¢ Stary)! pretty talking! but I fain would view 
That man, that honeft man, would do it too.’ 


After this ftrong liae 
‘ But anxious only fer my country’s good,’ 


how does the fecond limp after it ? 
‘In which my King’s, of courfe, is underftood.’ ‘ 


The poem is, upon the whole, (thefe and a few more fuck 
little marks of careleflnefs excepted) one of Mr. Churchill’s beft 
pieces, and will give our readers pleafure in the perufal. 





Art.IV. The Author. By C. Churchill. 40. Pr. 25. 64. 
Flexney, &c. 


[It is but juftice to Mr. Churchill to acknowledge, that his re- 
putation, as a poet, feems to rife and increafe with every per- 
formance : the Conference was much fuperior to the Ghoft, and 
the Author is, in our opinion, a better poem than the Con- 
ference. The fentiments throughout are, for the moft part, 
nobie and manly, the fatire finely pointed, the expreffion ftrong 
and nervous: how far Mr. C. is juftifiable in his fevere cen- 
fures on particular perfons, we will not pretend to determine. 
Nor have we any thing to do with his political or moral charac- 
ter ; certain itis, that what Shakefpeare fays of the players may, 
with great propriety, be applied to him, ‘ they are the abftract 
and brief chronicle of the time ; after your death you were 
better have a bad epitaph thaa their ill report while you liv’d.’ 
4 : ie 
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The Author opens with a fpirited fatire on the degeneracy of 
modern times with regard to learning and genius, which, he 
tells us, with great truth, are at prefent quite out of date, and 
thus feverely defcribes univerfity education. 


* O’er crabbed authors life’s gay prime to wafte, 
To cramp wild genius in the chains of tafte, 
To bear the flavith drudgery of fchools, 
And tamely ftoop to ev’ry pedant’s rules, 
For feven long years debarr’d of lib’ral eafe, 
To plod in college trammels to degrees, 
Beneath the weight of folemn toys to groan, 
Sleep over books, and leave mankind unknown, 
To praife each fenior blockhead’s thread-bare tale, 
And laugh till reafon blufh, and fpirits fail, 
Manhood with vile fubmiflion to difgrace, 
And cap the fool, whofe merit is his place.’ 


In comparing the paft and prefent times he takes the oppor- 
tunity to pay the deferved tribute of praife to fome of our beft 
writers. we 

* Is this the land, where, on our Spencer’s tongue, 
Enamour’d of his voice, Defcription hung ; 

Where Johnfon rigid gravity beguil’d, 

Whiltt Reafon thro’ her critic fences fmil’d ; | 
Where Nature lift’ning ftood, whilft Shakefpear play’d, 
And wonder’d at the work herfelf had made ?” 


Poets in all ages, from Juvenal and Horace to Boileau and 
Pope, have made free with nobility, and endeavour’d to rigicule 
that fpecies of pride which arifes from birth and titles: but 
amongit them all we do not remember to have met with finer 
lines than the following. 


‘ What’s in this name of Lord, that we fhould fear 
To bring their vices to the public ear? 
Flows not the honeft blood of humble fwains 
Quick as the tide which fwells a monarch’s veins? 
Monarchs, who wealth and titles can beftow, 
Cannot make virtues in fucceffion flow. 
Would’ft thou, proud man, be fafely plac’d above 
The cenfure of the mufe, deferve her love, 
A& as thy birth demands, as nobles ought ; 
Look back, and by thy worthy father taught, 
Who earn’d thofe honours, ‘Thou wert dorz to wear, 
Follow his fieps, and be his virtue’s heir. . 
But if, regardlefs of the road to Fame, 
You ftart afide, and tread the paths of fhame, 
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If fuch thy life, that fhould thy fire arife, 

The fight of fuch a fon would blaft his eyes, 

Would make him curfe the hour which gave thee birth, 
Would drive him, fhudd’ring from the face of earth 
Once more, with faame and forrow, ’mongft the dead 
In endlefs night to hide his rev’rend head ; 

If fuch thy life, tho’ kings had made thee more 
Than ever king a fcoundrel made before: 

Nay, to allow thy pride a deeper fpring, 

Tho’ God in vengeance had made Thee a king, 
Taking on Virtue’s wing her daring flight, 

The mufe fhall drag thee trembling to the light, 
Probe thy foul wounds, and lay thy bofom bare 

To the keen queftion of the fearching air.’ 





He goes on to defcribe the powers of fatire, and exclaims 


with great fpirit, 


much inferior to Pope’s * on the fame fubje&. 


tions, and moit fevere ftrictures on three or four characters very } 
well known: but, that the reader may not be fubject to any 
miftake, Mr. Churchill has given us the names of Murphy, 
Guthrie, Francis, and Kidgell, at full length. Such of our 
readers as have an inclination to indulge their refentment 
againft any of thofe gentlemen, will find great pleafure in this 
part of the poem, which for the reafons given in a former + ar- 
ticle, we fhall make no extraéts from : but take our leave for 
the prefent of our redoubted fatirift, and wifh him a good jour- 
ney to Berlin. 


« Lives there a man, who calmly ean ftand by, 
And fee his confcience ,ripp’d with fteady eye? 
When Satire flies abroad on Falfhood’s wing, 
Short is her life indeed, and dull her fting ; 

But when to Truth allied, the wound the gives 
Sinks deep, and to remoteft ages lives. 

When in the tomb thy pamper’d flefh fhall rot, 
And e’en by friends thy mem’ry be forgot, 

Still fhalt thou live, recorded for thy crimes, 
Live in her page, and ftink to after-times.’ 


'Thefe lines are nervous and animated, but, at the fame time; 


The latter part of this poem is employed in perfonal reflec- 





vol, XIV. Pp. 301, 


* See his Epilogue to the Satires, Dial. II. 
O facred weapon, &c. 


+ See our Review of the firft and fecond parts of the Ghoft, 
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Art. VIII. Each Sex in their Humour: Or, the Hiffories of the Fa- 
milies of Brightley, Finch, Fortefcue, Shelburne, and Stevens. 
Written by a Lady of Quality, whilft foe was abroad on her Tra- 
wels, and found among ber Papers, fince her Deceafe. In Two 
Volumes. i12mo. Pr.6s. Noble. 


HE great and deferved fuccefs of Richardfon and Field- 

ing has fpread the tafte of novel-writing and novel-read+ 

ing throughout the kingdom, and, 2 as Pope fays of Palladio and 
Jord Burlington, 


« PilPd half the world with imitating fools.” 


The bookfellers, thofe pimps of literature, take care every 
winter to procure a fufficient quantity of tales, memoirs, and 


romances for the entertainment of their cuflomers, many of 


whom, not capable of diftinguifhing between good and bad, are 
mighty well fatisfied with whatever is provided for them : as 
their female readers in particular have generally moft voracious 

appetites, and are not over delicate in the choice of their food, 
every thing that is new will go dowa. The circulating libra- 
rians, therefore, whofe very beings depend on amufements of 
this kind, fet their authors to work regularly every feafon, and, 
without the leaft grain of compaffion for us poor Reviewers, 
who are obliged to read their performances, peiter the public 
with their periodical nonfenfe, 

The exceHency of Mr. Nod/e’s novel manufaGory is already fo 
well known as to make it almoft unneceffary to fay any-thing 
concerning this work, which has an equal degree of merit with 
molt writings of the kind which have been lately produced. Ie 
was written, it feems, as we are informed in the title page, and 
in the editor’s preface, by a Lady of Quality, whilft fhe was abroad 
on her travels (ten to one but it was Lady W M ) 
and found amongft her papers fince her deceafe. * lt was written 
(fays Mr. Editor) in a character which carried with it evident 
uiarks of a female hand, and was interlined in many places ; by 
which, and the frequent omiflion of words neceflary to the com- 
pleating the fenfe, it fhould feem to be a hafty produétion of 
its fair writer, and from which a corre&t copy was intended to be 
taken. Whether this was ever done is a fecret to the editor. 
Some few infertions alfo fhewed, that the work had undergone a 
flight revifal and addition, many years after it was firlt under- 
taken; as allufions to things, and quotations from authors, 
fometimes occurred in them, which carried proofs of a more 
modern date than that in which her ladyfhip was abroad, and 
even long after her return to her native country. 


Vor, XVI. December, 1763. Gg ‘On 
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« On the outfide covering was written, in the fame charaéer, 
thefe words : f 
‘¢ This trifle was begun at a time when J had nothing better 
to do, and carried on at inrervals of leifure, while | was a volun- 
tary exile from almoit all | loved.. The materials of which it 
is formed, I had of the countels of ~-— who was well acquaint- 
ed with feveral of the characters (particularly with thofe f have 
endeavoured to conceal under the name of Brightley) and at 
whofe particular requett it was undertaken.” 
The afcribing this performance to a Lady of Quality is fo ftale 
a device, that we think,a perfon of any degree of modefty muft 
have been athamed of endeavouring to palm it upon the public. 
The performance, howeves, whether it was written by a lady 
of qualicy or no quality, a lord or a garreteer, will afford the 
reader of tafte but little entertatnment; as the incidents and 
circumftances of the fable are very common and uninterefting, 
the charaéters ill chofen and il! drawn, and the ftile extremely 
coarfe, low, and contemptible. Thofe who are fond of delicacy 
and correétnefs of expreilion may learn it from this author, who 
tells us that fuch-a-one was recently deceafed ; that another’s heart 
was excrufied with avarice; that Mifs Stapleton’s heart was not 
informed of filial fenfibility. He talks of Mrs. Shetburne’s cUisera- 
cy; tells us that the curate played leaf in fight ; that Sir Wil- 
liam, the hero of his tale, found his exfre/fons inadequate to his 
fenfations (there’s a high flight for you); in another plate he ac- 
quaints us with Sir William’s érrefolute refolution; talks of the old 
gentleman’s kicking off the turf, 8c. &c. 
If any of our readers are ambitious of knowing how to writé 
love-letters, the following epifile from the curate to Mils Bright- 
Jey will furnifh him with a complete model. 


* Fo the moft accomplifhed and refpectable Mifs Brightley, 
€ Thele humbly prefent. 
¢ Mapam, 


‘ If I may prefume to addrefs a lady of your fuperlative me- 
rit, im the ftrain of an humble admirer, permit me to aflure 
you, that, for delicacy, fincerity, and ardour, no heart was ever 
informed with fo propera pafion as mine. Long has the bold 
declaration been fupprefled, by the apprehenfion of its being un- 
worthy the confideration of, and offence to, fo pure and exalt 
éd a mind as yours. But ah, madam, though expretiions can 
be commanded, actions are involuntary, and, confequently, ir- 
reftrainable. The many tender incohcrences by which I have 
betrayed my afpiring wifhes, I fear, have been too obvious. Yet 
has the generofity of your difpofition prevailed over your too 


jult refentment, and obtained for me (pardow my extreme 
vanity, 
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vanity, but Ido flatter myfelf) a larger fhare of pity than con- 
tempt. 

‘ Had not my fifter made an accidental vifit to this part of 
the world, my prefumption had never reached your candid ears: 
but fhe, perceiving the violent and painful conftraint I laboured 
under, was compelled, by her affe€tionate concern, to the rafh 
attempt of ftriking out the path of felicity for me, by engaging 
your noble compaffion for my fufferings. 

© How juft the judgment fhe formed of your tender nature, is 
evinced by the happy event. By her interceflion I thus dare 
to caft myfelf at your feet, and by her encouragement lift up my 
eyes to your benign afpeét, with the ineffable hope of being 
honoured, after due probation, with fuch a part of your conde- 
fcenfion and favour, as numbers have, undoubtedly, folicited in 
vain. In an humble reliance on your unexampled goodnefs, 
and anentire fubmiffion to your future pleafure, I aflume the 
honour of fubfcribing myfelf, madam, 

¢ Your moft devoted, 
* obfequious admirer, and 
* very humbleft, 
‘ Rictaxp SLAUGHTER.” 


The late Heriry Fielding, of facetious memory, was rémark- 
ably happy in that grave kind of humour which diftinguithed 
his writings, and which the author of this flimfy novel has en- 
deavoured to imitate: obferve, gentle reader, how he apes his 
maiter. 

‘ The bald deity, vcleped Time, under fach circumftances, 
could not be fuppofed to fly, but rather, to move in hobbling 
pace; a motion, feemingly, more adapted to his decrepid figure, 
than that of fleetnefS. Neverthelefs, fo impatient was Mr. For- 
tefcue at his delay, that he would not have hefitated, had his ve- 
nereble lock been within his reach, to have extended his profane 
hand (fo oft employed in grafping the retaining fee) to feize it, 
and thereby haften his flow advances,’ 

We may judge of our lady of quality’s defcriptive talents by 

the following account of Mrs. Stephens’s cottage. 

¢ Its fituation was on the declivity of a hill, the brow and 
defcent of which was adorned wiih various flowery fhrubs, 
fweetly interfperfed, the fragrance whereof perfumed the am. 
bientair. At the bottom of this Parnaflus was a grove, where 
the loves and graces might have delighted to wanton. A litrle 
rivulet, {weeping with a ferpentine gracefulnefs, contributed not 
a little to heighten the beauty, and refrefh, by its frequent over- 
flowing, the furrounding verdant meads. Six lambkins gam- 
bolfed on the lawn, and cropped the tg and frolicked at theic 
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thie lefty pines, and meiancholy caw of the black inhabitants, 
pleafed Milfs Fortefcue extr emely, and, for the frit time, extort- 
ed from her exprefiions of approbation 

It would be taking up too much of our readers time, which, 
we imagine, may be better employed, to give any more extraQs 
from this defpicable porte inance ; if any of them, notwith- 
ftanding, ave in want of fleep, we would recommend it as an 
excellent foporific, and with them a good na ip over if. 





Art, IX. 4 new Englith Tranflaticn, from the Original Hebrew, 
of the Three Firft Chapt. ers of Genefis; with marginal Iluftra- 
a and Notes Critical and Expl lanatory. By Abraham Daw- 

on, M. 4. Refor of Ringsfield, Suffolk. 4to. Pr. 2s. 6d. 

Field. 


AN enemy never has it more in his power to do an injury 
+ 4 than when he borrows the mask of friendfhip; and religi- 
on has never fuffered wounds half fo fevere from the fcuffs and 
infults of declared infidels, as from the infidious attacks of 
Free-thinkers, who, the more fecurely to effect their purpofes, 
affume the external appearance of the philofophical inquirer, 
or the zealous divine. 

That the author of this tranflation, with illuftrations and 
notes, is, in effect, a Deilt, is evident from the opening of his 
preface, where he tells us that he has endeavoured faithfully and 
exaily to tranflate his author, whoever he was, adding,. that 
whether we fuppofe him to have written his account of the ori- 
ginal formation of things, and the ftate of our firft parents un- 
der the immediate direétion of divine revelation or not, we can- 
not but allow the piece to be of the higheft antiquity, and the 
fubjeéts treated in it to be moft interefting and engaging. From 
this declaration, it evidently appears, that our author has adopt- 
ed the received opinion of modern Free-thinkers, namely, that 
all knowledge is infpiration; and that the apoftles cannot be 
faid to be infpired, except in the fame fenfe in which infpiration 
may be afcribed to Newton, Homer, or any other perfon of 
diftinguifhed genius and abilities. 

In page the 6th of his preface, the tranflator, after having 
laid before the reader the plan which he has followed in his 
work, adds, that he would rather be cenfured as too minute 
and particular, than accufed of rafhnefs, and taking too great 
liberties with antient and venerable writings, with facred or in- 
fpired ones, or at leaft deemed to be fo. 

This is an open profeffion of fcepticifm ; and yet our author, 
in the whole courfe of his commentary, aflumes the charaer of 

a be- 

















Tranflation of the three firft Chapters of Genefis. 453 


a believer, at the fame time that he does his utmoft to fap and 
undermine many of thofe dofirines which have been maintain- 
ed by zealous Chriftians, as highly important and clofely con- 
nected with religion. : ; 

We mutt own, however, in juftice to this writer, that his 
tranflation difcovers a very confiderable knowledze of the Hebrew 
language; and if he had contented himfelf with difplaying his 
critical abilities only, his work could not have failed to meet with 
2 favourable reception from the friends of Chriftianity. Im- 
partiality obliges us to approve hikewife of the plan which he 
propofes to promote the undertaking of a new verfion of the 
Hebrew fcriptures ; nothing, indeed, can more contribnte to the 
fuccefs of fucha defign than a coalition amongf{t men of learn- 
ing and abilities, who fhould make it thcir bufinefs to examine 
the prefent tranflation—to confider in what inftances it wants 
amendment, by propofing to the public, from time to time, 
their tranflations of, or obfervations vpon, fuch portions of {crip- 
ture, as, in their opinion, ftand moit in need of them. 

Notwithftanding our approbation of this plan, we fhould be 
forry if the execution of it were to be undertaken by icep- 
tics and free-thinkers ; and that the author of the work before 
us has incurred a fufpicion of being fuch, will appear ftill farther 
frem our ftriftures on his notes. In his remark upon the words 
* now they were not afhamed,’ he endeavours to refute an ob- 
fervation made by Dr. Nicholls, in his conference with a theift, 
and in fo doing, reafons upon fceptical principles, and thews 
a willingnefs to reje&t any hypothefis favourable to revealed re- 
ligion. The doctor has urged, that it is a very good argu- 
ment for the excellency of the Mofaic account of the fall, that it 
furnifhes us with the rationale of that Pudor circa res venereas, 
which has utterly bafHed all human reafon.The doétor defies the 
wit of mankind, and, in our opinion, jufily, to give any fatif- 
factory reafon for this innate bafhfulnefs. Upon this our au- 
thor afks, as it were, in triumph, how is this difficulty cleared 
up? How can this fenfe of fhame be the confequence of eating 
the fruit of certain trees? This is evidently a mifreprefentation. 
The fenfe of fhame above-mentioned cannot reafonably be fup- 
pofed to be the confequence of eatingthe fruit of any particular 
tree, if it be confidered in nocther light; but it may very na- 
turally be fuppofed to be the confequence of difobeying God by 
fuchana&t: andit is evident that the author, inftead of confi- 
dering it in that point of view, has the fame opinion concerning 
it with other deifts and free-thinkers. 

Our critic in theology makes a fecond and ftill plainer difco- 
very of his principles, by maintaining that the fcripture-ac- 
count of the fall fhould not be confidered as an hiftorical nar- 
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rative, but as an apologue, or moral fable. But if we were to 
confider it in this light, we might as well affert the whole fcrip- 
ture-hiftory, as far as it contains any- thing miraculous or fuper- 
natural, to be nothing elfe but a feries of allegories, calculated 
to convey moral truths to the minds of men. The miracles of 
our Saviour have been thus explained away by Woollafton, one 
of the bittereft enemies to Chriftianity that ever wrote, though 
he, with unparalleled confidence, afferted that, to promote the 
glory of the bleffed Jefus, was his fole motive for writing. So 
far are we from fubfcribing to the opinion of our theological 
critic, that we rather accede to that of thofe eminent divines 
who confider the fentence pronounced againft the ferpent as 
the fource from which ail the myfteries of the Chriftian religion 
are derived, The learned and pious bifhop Sherlock has confi- 
dered it as'a moft fure word of prophecy, the firft and original 
prophecy, the ground-work and foundation of all that have been 
fince, and indeed of all religion, and of all our hopes of God’s 
mercy. He has indeed been anfwered by Dr. Middleton ; bug 
this latter reafons upon deiftical principles throughout his whole 
work, and difcovers a degree of warmth and animofity that 
cannot but invalidate his arguments. This is not the only in- 
tance of a clergyman’s writing againft the caufe of religion ; 
the above-named Woollafton, who poured out the moit atrocious 
blafphemies againft our Saviour, was likewife in orders. 

Our criticin theology then proceeds to talk in terms equally 
fceptical of the cherubim which God placed at the entrance of 
Paradife, with a flaming fword, to keep Adam and Eve out of 
it; he firft afferts that the hiftorjan covid mean nothing, by 
thefe but an appearance tranfient and momentary, or, at moft, 
of avery fhort duration. Not fatisfied with this, he afterwards 
endeavours to render the exiftence of the cherubim doubtful, 
and does his utmoft to refute every hypothefs concerning them. 
He rejects, as chimerical and fanciful, that of the author of an 
Effay upon the difpenfations of God to mankind, namely, That 
a certain great Being, who perfonated and reprefented the moft 
high Ged, had a fixed refidence in the world till the flocd, and 
probably at the entrance of Eden, with cherubim and a glory, 
called a flaming fword; which cherubim feems to be an hoft of 
angels attending this great being, or glory. ‘This hypothefis, 
though it has been adopted by many Chriftians, is unfupported 
by the authority of fcripture; but our critic has exprefled him- 
felf concerning it in terms rather too contemptuous. He next 
confiders an obfervation made by archdeacon Sharp, in his third 
fermon on the cherubim. . That author had advanced, and, in 
our opinion, all Chriftians will agree with him, that it has been 
2 notion almoft univerfally received, that the cherubim at Pa- 
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radife were created fpirits ; and that the golden cherubim in 
the moft holy place of the tabernacle were material reprefenta- 
tions, or emblems, of angels, or miniftering fpirits. In fup- 
port of this opinion the door cites the feveral texts of {crip- 
ture from which it istaken. Our critic, in difcuffing this point, 
concludes, that the moft obvious and natural account of the 
cherubim is, that they were mere ornaments of the tabernacle, 
without ufe or meaning in any other refpe&t.. He adds, in fup- 
poct of this aflertion, that the Hebrew word Céré, according 
to Aben Ezra and others, fignifies nothing more thana figure, 
reprefentation, or piece of {culpture, and, having abfolutely re- 
jected the opinion of thofe who maintain the cherubim to be 
emblematical of angels, as well as that ofthofe who confider them | 
as emblematical of the church, he concludes that this word che- 
tubim admits of fuch a latitude of interpretations, that every 
man fhould be allowed to have his particular opinion concern. 
ingit. What his own was he has not openly declared; but 
we cannot help fufpedting that he inclines to the fyftem of the 
Sadducees, who denied the exiftence of angels and created fpirits. 

Having thus clofely followed our author through ail the fub- 
terfuges of fcepticifm, we fhall conclude by acknowledging his 
Jearning and abilities in criticifm, which we could wifh had ra- 
ther been employed in the fepport of religion, than mifapplied 
in propagating a dangerous fpirit of incredulity ; for that he 
is a fceptic in religion is evident from what we have laid he- 
fore the reader, and equally fo from the conclufion of his book, 
where he infinuates, that all or moft of the fubje&s contained in 
the three chapters by him tranflated and illuftrated, are of fuch 
a nature, that every man may inofenfively claim a liberty of 
thinking concerning them as he pleafes. We cannot, however, 
fee the propriety of ufing the word inoffenfively upon this occa- 
fion, 2s he, in the fame breath, afks the queition, whether he 
may advance fuch a pofition without offence ? 





Art. X, The Complete Duty of Man: Or, a Syfiem of Do&rinal and 
Pradical Chrifianity. To which are added, Forms of Prayer and 
Offices of Devotion, for the various Circumflances of Life. Defign- 
ed for the Ufe of Families. By H. Venn, 4. M. Vicar of Hud- 
dersfield, ix Yorkthire, and late Fellow of Queen’s College, 
Cambridge. 870. Pr.6s. Newberry. 


HIS is the performance of a fober ferious Chriftian 
divine, who frankly tells us that * it would be want of 
candour to the author of the Whole Duty of Man, not to own 
that it is an excellent fyftem of Chriftian morals, and as fuch 
it is heartily recommended, only with this caution to the read- 
et of it, that he would not let the title miflead him to take a 
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part for the «whole, but ever remember the great and fundamen- 
tal duty of believing in the Lord Jefus Chrift. He may then 
take it into his hands, asa proper help to convince him more and 
more of his fin, to keep him clofe to Chrift, and be a direction 
to him in his Chriftian walk.’ 

The truth is, the great aim of the author of the old Whole 
Duty of Man was to reclaim his countrymen from enthufiafm 
to morality; that of the prefent work is to awaken them from 
infidelity to devotion. Both works are adapted to the times in 
which their authors wrote. The formerlived at a period when 
the church and ftate were buried under the ruins of virtue as 
well as religion, Mr. Venn lives at a time in which the gene- 
rality of thofe who call themfelves Chriftians, feem to think 
that all their duties are bounded by the praétice of morality. To 
enlarge their minds as Chriftians as well as men, and to unite 
the religious with the focial duties is the fcope of this perform- 
ance. It is divided into Sunday exercjits, each of which ends 
with a prayer, extremely wel! adapted to the preceding difcourfe. 
The exercife of the firft Sunday treats of the excellency of the 
foul, in a moft pathetic manner, and is proper to raife the 
ideas of the reader above thofe of the moft exalted moral philo- 
fopher, vnaflifted by the Chriflian religion.’ The following 
ftrictures on the vanity of preferring the body to the foul, are 
penned in a ftile fo affe&ting, that it could be dictated only by 
the feelings of the mind, and are as rational as they are reli- 
gious. | 

‘ The elegant lovely form, which captivates the eye of almoft 
every beholder, and fills the mind that wears it with perpetual 
vanity, ill rewards the anxious carefulnefs ufed to preferve it. 
For not a day nor an hour is it fecure from the blafting powers 
of ficknefs, or the inroads of untimely death. 

‘ The place of honour, and the name of applaufe, for which 
thou‘ands are glad to facrifice their eafe, to fell their liberty, is 
worth little care, fince it is fubje& to all the caprice of fickle- 
minded man, Since fo many, once the favourites of a court, 
the idols of a kingdom, have lived to fee all their blooming 
honours wither them, and their names fink into oblivion, if not 
contempt. | 

‘ If you are ambitious to climb the envied fummit of literary 
fame ; and fhine without a rival great in acquifitions of know- 
ledge; yetin one fatal hour, fome fudden paralytic ftroke, fome 


violent fever, may diforder the very ftru&ure of your brain, rifle 
the cells of knowledge, and wipe away from your memorv 
the very traces of all that has been committed to its keeping. 
Thus may you be left the fad furvivor of yourfelf. A mort 
fying {pectacle to human pride ; a melancholy, but irrefiftible 
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proof, how eafily men may rate the attainment of human Know- 
ledge higher than its precarious tenure deferves. 

‘ If your great end and aim is to become rich, of chief emi- 
nence in your trade, able to command all outward things which 
can minifter to your vanity or pleafure, {till hold unworthy your 
fopreme defire and care is fuch a condition, becaufe abfolutely 
infecure! Life itfelf, the foundation of all temporal enjoyments, 
is but as a beauteous vapour that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanifhes away. Each day, we know, is tranflating fome of 
the fuccefsful opulent fons of induftry, intoa world where not a 
mite of all their gain can follow them. 

‘ Nay, if you are ingroffed by the care of providing for thofe 

tender pledges of God’s love to you, the offspring of your own 
body, whom you are a monfter of cruelty to neglect ; here 
alfo you may fuddenly be wholly difappointed. Your darling 
child, the living image of yourfelf, how impotent are you to 
preferve its invaluable life from perils, and from fierce difeafe ! 
When parted from you on a vifit or fome bufinefs, you may, 
hike Sifera’s fond mother, be chiding his delay, and, with all 
the impatience of love, afking, Wherefore is my fon or daughter 
folong incoming? whilft fome appointment of God has taken 
away the defire of your eyes with a ftroke, 
_ © Thus, if you take a full furvey of every thing to which the 
children of men give up themfelves, and feek with greateft anx1- 
ety to enjoy or make provifion for ; compared with a fuperior 
tender feeling for the foul, and fteady regard to its interefts, 
how vain is it ? Nay, whatever it be, except the foul, that you 
are careful about, it has ftill this moft degrading circumftance 
attending it, it has the condition only of an annuity for life : 
each fucceflive year makes a confiderable decreafe in its value, 
and at death the whole is at an end for ever. 

‘ But if your principal care and folicitude is for the falvation 
of your foul, all the unexpected difafters, difappointments and 
deaths, which harafs the finful children of men, will be proofs 
in a way the moft affe@ting, of the fupreme wifdom of your 
choice, and the unrivaled excellency of your purfuit. Even the 
tears, that ftream down the cheeks of the miferable and difap- 
pointed in worldly fchemes, will pronounce you bleffed, who are 
athir{t for your immortal foul’s falvation. Are you confcious 
of its worth ? are you ftriving in daily intercourfe with God, its 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sandtifier, to fecure its eternal welfare ? 
Then you may fet all the.evils that terrify the human race at 
defiance. Your inferior dying part they may wound, but they 
cannot itrixe deep enough, or reach high enough to hurt your 
soul, Jathe midit of what, otherwife, would prove mifery in- 
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fupportable, your wife choice will cover you like armour, and 
refrefh you as a fovereign cordial, 

« Are you in poverty, and treated with fcorn by the fons of 
pride? you will have examples and profpeéts more than fuffici- 
ent to fupport you. You will read your own cafe in the fuffer- 
ings of Job, and in that completeft piture of poverty and true 
faith dying Lazarus. You wiil fee with peace and patience, 
how united, fer a fma!ll moment, the deepeft diftrefs, and the 
fureft.title to the love of God may be. In every fuch inftance, 
where care for the foul has prevailed, you will fee that fufferings, 
though Jong and grievous, add both to the weight and bright~ 
nels of future glory. 

‘ In ficknefs alfo, the fupreme wifdom of having been careful 
above all things for your foul, will manifeft itfelf with fhining 
diftinGion and eminence. For though health is abfolutely ef- 
fential to a fenfitive happinefs ; though the Jeaft ach, or bodily 
diforder, dafhes in pieces all the enjoyments of the proud and 
carelefs; it is at fuch feafons that the foul, where due care has 
been exercifed in the ways appointed of God, finds fources from 
whence to derive confolation under the moft violent preffures ; 
confolation {ufficient to banifh both outward impaticnce and in- 
ward dejection from their accuftomed throne, the chamber of 
ficknefs and pain, With a meeknefs infinitely lovely and edi- 

fying to behold, you will regard fuch difcipline, though trying 
to fenfe, and oppreffive to the flefh, as prepared by the all-wife 
and merciful Refiner, to purge away every bafe mixture that 
fii] cleaves to and defiles your fonl, The interefts of your 
foul, dearer to you than all external comforts, will induce you 
to wtlcome the vifitations which are of fuch fovereign ufe ta 
promote its health. In fhort, in ficknefs the whole man isa 
miferable fufferer, where the foul has been forgot; where ear- 
neftly cared for, in God's appointed way, only the leaft valua. 
ble part of the man is affected. 

‘ To advance ftill further : death, the dete€tor of all cheats 
——-~—<eath, the touchftone of all true worth, and therefore, ta 
rhofe whofe care every thing but their fouls has fhared, the king 
of terrors, even death itfelf, will confirm the fupreme wifdom of 
your condu&t. ‘The death-bed, on which the gay, the profper- 
ous, and the noble, hang down their heads appalled and con- 
founded, is the theatre for difplaying their fortitude, who have 
fought, as the one thing needful, the falvation of their fouls. 
Ihe former are confounded, becaufe unprepared for the com- 
hat. The lofs of all they valued is coming upon them: their 
approaching change can promife them nothing ; it is much if it 
forebode not dreadful confequences, even referves of woe and 
endlefs ages of torment. To the latter, the careful feekers after 
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the falvation of their fouls, every thing wears another afpeé: 
muft the world be left by them? it has been already renounced 
and vanquifhed: muft all temparal good be forfaken for ever ? 
how placid, how calm the furrender, when the riches of eternity 
are beginning to appear their own: no ftriving, no querulous 
repining voice againft the irrefiftible fummons to depart, when 
that very departure has been habitually expected, as a tranfla- 
tion of the foul to its proper everlafting happinefs,’ 

‘ The fcripture chara&er of God’ employs the fecond Sunday, 
and our author illuftrates it with all the touches of the true 
fublime on that head which are to be found in holy writings. 
The third Sunday contains ‘ the charaéter and condition of man 
with refpect. to God,’ which very properly introduces for the 
fourth Sunday a difcourfe ‘ on the nature of true and falfe re- 
pentance : the reafons why all are commanded to repent; and 
the means of attaining repentance.’ Next follows Sunday the 
fifth, ‘ onthe perfeétion, ufe, and abufe of the law.’ Here the 
author’s reafoning is equally ferious and folid. ‘The nature 
and extent of faith in the Lord Jefus Chritt, and the advantage 
of rightly conceiving the precife meaning of this fundamental 
grace,” is the fubject of the fixth Sunday. Here and in the 
next chapter for Sunday the feventh, ‘ on the foundation of 
faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift,’ our author explains his own fen- 
timents on the important doétrine of faith. In the eighth chap- 
ter he vindicates ‘ the divinity and work of the Holy Gholt,’ and 
the ninth cliapter fhews the fuperiority of the Chriftian to all 
other moral fyftems, by treating of ‘the tempers of a Chriftian 
towards God and their motives.’ Next naturally follows * the 
tempers of a Chriftian towards his fellow creatures,’ which fub- 
je& the author difcuffes with the greateft calmnefs and precifi- 
on, but divides it in two parts, the fubje& being fo copious and 
practical. 

Mr. Venn then applies himfelf to the more circumftantial 
exercifes of religion ; and his eleventh Sunday treats * of the 
duty of a Chriftian ina married ftate, and in.a domeftic relation.’ 
This head is handled copioufly not only in a religious but a fo~ 
cial light. The important dottrine of felf-denial takes up the 
twelfth Snnday, as the devotional duties do the thirteenth, and 
both of them are extremely well calculated for bringing down 
the pride of human nature to its proper ftandard. The four- 
teenth Sunday clofes our author’s exercifes, and treats * of the 
fource of delight, peculiar to believers in Jefus Chrift.? This 
head is likewife divided into two parts. The work concludes 
with ‘ Forms of prayer and offices of devotion for the ufe of fa- 
tmilies, and for private perfons in various frames of mind or cir- 
cumftances of life.’ All thefe forms are extremely well adapted 
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to the feveral conditions of Chriftians for which thy are in- 
tended. 

Upon the whole, as it is equally neceffary to touch the heart 
as to inform the underftanding, in order more effeétually to 
carry religion into prattice, the candid reader muft acknow- 
ledge that this work is peculiarly and happily adapted to anfwer 
thofe important pupoles. 





Art. X¥. The execrable Pracice of buying and fe ling of Liwvings, 
Ec. commonly called Simony: in a Sermon preached at a Vi fit abi0%, 
beia by the Rear. Thomas D’Oyly, £.L.D. Arch. Dea f Lewes. 
Proper to be read by al! ecelsfiaftie and lay Perfons concerned in fo 
iniquitous a Pra&ice. By John Nicholl, 4. M. Vicar of Weit 
ham, Suffex. 800. Pr. is. Fletcher. 


HIS fermon appears to have been written by a,very well- 
meaning man, with an excellent defign to extirpate from 
amongit us a crime, thatis of late years become almoft univerfa), 
that of buying and felling of ecclefiaftical preferments: moft 
certain it is, that three parts in four of the livings in England 
are difpofed ofin this nranner; the patrons in general, no longer 
coufdering the benefices in their gift as trufts repofed in them, 
but as part of their eftate, which they have a right to make the 
moft of in the fame manner as they do their lands and tene- 
ments. The author of the difcourle before us feems to lay the 
greateft part of the blame on the buyer, and harangues in a 
very confufed and difagreeable ftile on the nature of the oath 
againit fimony. He obferves ‘ that the oath or pation in which 
it is comprehended is not the primary and only reafon, which 
makes ** buying of fpiritual and apeensees funétions, or liv- 
ings,” finful; but the finfulnefs of buying and felling them is 
the reafon why the oath was made, as a means to prevent whet 
was before, and is in itfelf always “* execrable before God.” 
herefure, if there be amy thing contained in the reafon of 
forming the obiigation into the words of an oath, tho’ not ex- 
plicit enough in the ufual meaning of the words themfelves, 
nor deducible from them; the reafon itfelf remains as obliga- 
tory as if clearly and fully exprefied. For the utmoft caution 
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ja the choice of proper exprefhons cannot preclide all ambi- 


guity.——~—This thews how trifiing and twfirm the common 
Subterfuge of tumonifi , .. appealing ta the letter of the oO: h. 
as it the whole ebiteation lav in the words; notconfiderine ihe 
reafon aay ws to the making this oarh; which 3s clear and 
plain ayainit artifice, and equivocating conftructions ——Iii- 
filing upon the mae letter of the oath, and conftrudcting it as 
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conceived, not againft the fin, but the word fimony, is the 
craft of a cunning, prevaricating clerc: but finding out the 
will of his lord, and lawgiver, and acquiefcing in his autho- 
tity, is the province and charaQer of a fincere miniiter of 
Chrift.’ 

‘ In order to fee (fays our author) ina full light, the reafon 
why ‘ the buying of {piritual and ecclefiaftical funQions, &c. 
or of livings,” is a fin, antecedent to, and abftracted from, the 
oath itfelf, it will be neceflary to look into the crime of the 
perfon, from whom it took its name. ‘* His offering money 
to the apoftles to have this power—that—on whomiloever he 
laid his hands, he might receive the holy gholt,” was what 
St. Peter pronounced execrable—‘* To perdition be thy money 
with thee ;”. for this reafon, ““ becaufe he thought the gift of 
God might be purchafed with money.” 

‘ It is evident from hence, that paying of money, or offering 
of any reward, or promifing any gratuity for any of the gifts 
of God, as for holy orders, or for the power of adminiftring 
about any of them, as the purchafing the privilege of any holy 
function, is bribery, and the fin call fimony.—Wherefore, not 
only going into holy orders, but ‘* the procuring and obtain- 
ing any ecclefiaftical dignity, place, &c. or living,” where, by 
virtue of fuch orders the minilterial office is to be difcharged, 
—muitt be clear of all appearance, and even fufpicion of pay- 
ment of money, contraét, or promife, or it will not be clear 
ofthe fin. It therefore highly concerns every perfon, as well 
before he be preferred or promoted, as before he be ordained, 
to take [pecial care, that he gives or promifes nor money nor 
premium, by himfelf or order; which is dire& fimony: but 
alfo to ufe his utmoft endeavours to fatisfy himfelf, that none 
has been given or promifed by any other perfon in favour of 
him. For fhould he be confcious that fomething has been 
given, &c. though he be not certain as to the fum,—or that 
an incumbrance is laid upon the grant, though kept conceal- 
ed from him till ‘he be put in aétual poffeffion; he is fo far 
as an acceflory, poff fafum, guilty of indirect fimony, and, in 
event, by the oath he has taken, forfworn:—nor will an ho- 
neft defign of receiving preferments in fuch a corrupt manner, 
though againft or without the confent of the prefentee, he 
being privy or fenfible it was purchafed for his fecular advan- 
tage, difcharge him from the guilt. And whofoever is known, 
or fufpected, to come at preferment by indire& and finifter 
means, lofes the character, authority, and influence of a fin- 
cere minifter of Chriit, let him be ever fo well efteemed for 
bis parts and qualifications, as to learning and ability. He 
ought therefore to exonerate himfelf of the fimoniacal incum- 
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brance, by throwing up his preferment for the eafe of his con 
{cience, and the faivation of his foul.’ 

Weare apt to think thatin fpite of all the good advice here 
given to the fimonift, Mr. Nicholl will find it very difficult to 
perfuade any of his reverend brethren to give up their prefer- 
ments for the eafe of their confcience. Neceffity is fo power- 
ful a plea with moft of our indigent divines, that it is very apt 
to lull the voice of confcience, and fometimes, perhaps, to drown 
it intirely. Mr. Nicholl, notwithftanding, is of opinion, ‘ that 
any perfon going into holy orders with an entire view to the 
emolument and temporal advantages annexed to the priefthood 
«~—induced thereunto by his own or friend’s money or intereft, or 
relation, and not by a regular education for that purpofe, nor 
by a call and love for the fervice of Chrift, and the falvation of 
fouls,—and not confcious that he has fuch “ qualities as are 
requifite for the fame,” incurs the guilt of this fin.’ 

This with all due deference to Mr. Nicholl, we cannot help’ 
confidering as too fevere a fentence, which would involve half 
the clergy of the kingdom in the fin of perjury. He goes on 
to obferve, that ‘ it is no juftification to fay, ’tis a cuftom,and 
practice to obtain prefentations and nominations to preferments, 
&ec. by fuch and fuch methods as the laws of the land do not 
prohibit. Cuftom may prefcribe wrong, and then ought to be 
over-ruled in the court of confcience, and Jaws may be defici- 
ent in thefe refpeéts. And, whatever a bad praétice may at any 
time feem to countenance, it is however effential to the profeffion 
and office of Chriftian minifters, not to ufe bribery or corrup- 
tion of any fort in fuch cafes. And ‘we ought to obey God 
rather than men,” let the event be what it will Some may 
make this trifling excufe, that they would not have purchafed, 
had they been fure of being otherwife provided for : others may 
alledge, they cannot live without a proper maintenance ob- 
tained in this manner, as they were brought up to no fecular 
profeflion,—or, if they were, finding themfelves not qualified to 

et a livelihood in that capacity, go into orders for that very 
purpofe. He that will make no confcience of this, will make no 
confcience of taking the oath againit Simouy. Theie are the 
priefts after the order which Simon Magus would have inftitut- 
ed, * whofe godlinefs was gain, and end defiruction.” 

But let us hear what our author jays to the patrons of liv- 
ings. 





? 
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‘ The Simoniac clere (fays he) takes the oath, and is a&ual- 
ly perjured; and the patron, who fells, though he takes no 
oath, and thinks himfelf at prefent only fubjec to the forfeiture 
of the next turn, is in the fame execrable cafe, and liable to the 
fame punifhment hereafter, as the perfon corruptly prefented. 


For 
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For the obligation againft Simony does not originally, as I ob- 
ferved, arife from the oath againit it, as ifthe patron, who takes 
no oath, iias greater liberty to fell than the clerc, who is to take 
the oath, has to buy; which is, as if there was no oath there 
would be no obligation on either fide. But the fin of felling, 
as weil as buying, or orders or livings, or their appendages, is to 
be dreaded at all times, as well by the lay as the ecclchaftical 
perfon, fworn or not fworn, the obligation againft both being 
in its own nature perpetual, and indifpenfible by human laws, 
and not voidable by any toleration or evafion whatever, 

But waving what could be further faid concerning the fin of 
fome coliufive and iniquitous methods of felling or conveying or 
exchanging benefices, &c. where every one may be underftood 
to be guilty of the contents of the oath againit Simony, when- 
ever he becomes an inftrument in any fenfe by which it is broke : 
And though it be not affeéted and grofs perjury, or the 
fame degree of fin, it is the fame fin as Simony. 

‘ IT would, before I conciude, recommend this to the fertous 
confideration of patrons, &c. that they would infpec the cha- 
racter of every clergyman whom they are to preient or nomi- 
nate ; as learning and knowledge, induftry and integvity, fo- 
briety, and ferioufnels, affetion and zeal, for the Chriftian re- 
| ligion, are required in the minifters of God. Every patron is fo 

| far concerued in the falvation of the parifhioners, as he has the 
power of chufing a fit andable minifter to officiate. Aad there- 
fore, if he makes choice of a clerc, without having any regard 
to his qualifications as a minifter of Chrift, but merely out of 
favor or perfonal affection, or becaule the prefestee, or his friend, 
has been, or may be, of fervice to his fecular intereft, or may 
be expected to make a return of fomething equivalent to his 
eftimation of fuch a prefentation,—the fins of the pariflioners, 
which could have been prevented by the doctrine, preaching, 
and example of a more orthodox, pious, and Chriftian incum: 
bent, will be chargeable, before God, on the patron. For he 
who has it in his power to prevent a malady, thould he futtes it 
to fpread, when he could have ftopped the infection, may be 
deemed to coinmunicate it fo far as it is inereafed by his ne- 
pleé&t. So that the guilt of a great many vices in a parith avif- 
ing from the want of an able and worthy minifter, will be placed 
to the patron’s account, fuffering them to grow under the hands 
of an empiric.’ 

After all, the fin of Simony, in our opinion, is much more 
venial in the poor clergy than in the rich patrons; for, if no 
preferments are to be got but by purchale, which is at prefeat 
very nearly the cafe, what are the clergy to do? As things now 
ftand, there is but one wretched alternative for them, either to 
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buy livings of the great, or to facrifice their honour and inte- 
grity, and debafe their charaéters, by mean fervility and adula- 
tion : and which is the honefter man, he who gives his money 
for an independent maintenance, or he who {cils his confcience, 
or, perhaps, his counfry, to obtain one? 

Mr. Nicholl’s difcourfe is, as our readers will eafily perceive, 
but indifferently written : we could with to fee a fubje&, in its 
nature fo interefting and important, treated by fome abler 
hand. 








Art. XII. 4 Treatife on Ruptures. By Percival Pott, Senior Sur- 
gecn of St. Bartholemew’s Hofpital. The Second Edition, altered, 
corrected, and improved, 8vo. Pr. 3s. Hitch, 


N the Critical Review for the month of Tuly, 1756, we gave 
an account of the work, which Mr. Pott, in this new editi- 
on, has improved and extended. He owns, with candour, that, 
in the firft edition, * were many faults, fome of the prefs, and 
fome of the author ;’ and that he has altered, correéted, and 
added to it, where the matter was obfcure, erroneous, or defici- 
ent. He has added one whole feétion, confifting of thirty-four 
pages, (viz. fe&t. x.) on the congenial rupture, in which he 
treats briefly of the diforder itfelf, referring his readers to two 
treatifes of his own, formerly publifhed on the fame fubjea&. 
The principal part of the fe&ion confifts of his difpute with 
Dr. Hunter relating to the congenial rupture, of which 
fome notice has been taken in the Critical Review for the month 
of March,1757,art. 15. and for the monthof May, 1757, art. 45. 
In the prefent work he alledges that he is unjuftly accufed of pla- 
giarifm from Haller. ‘ To fave the reader’s time, fays he, and 
to cut fhort this part of the difpute, Ido aver, that I never had 
fcen, read, or heard of the book in either language, till fome 
time after the publication of my pamphlet on that fube&t: I 
therefore did not, nor could, borrow any part of the contents, 
either of that or of my former treatife from it.—But fetting 
afide whatever pretenfion I may have to be believéd upon my 
bare aflertion, is it probable that, if I had ftolen my opinion 
from the baron’s book, that I fhould have given fo fhort, fo im- 
perfect, and, indeed, fo erroneous an account of what he had 
fo fully explained, or at leaft fo clearly pointcd out? If Tf had 
taken my account of the defcent of the tefticles from thence, 
why did I not alfo learn from thence the reafon why the intef- 
tines and tefticle are fometimes found in the fame facculus? 
One of thefe faéts was as much the fubject of my enquiry at that 
time as the other; and in the Opufeula Pathelogica (the book al- 
luded 
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luded to) are both of them fatisfaétorily accounted for, and 
made to illuftrate each other. Why fhould I call the cafe re- 
lated by Mr. Sharp a /ufus nature ? Why fteal only one half of 
Haller’s difcovery? Why not avail myfelf thoroughly of the 
plagiarifm by giving a true folution of the appearance, fhewing 
that it was not a du/us nature, nor produced by what Mr. 
Sharp and Dr. Hunter had thought was the caufe of it, but by 
the inteftine being pufhed into the open tunica vaginalis. All 
this is in the fame chapter of the fame book ; from this book 
Dr. Hunter and his brother derived all their knowledve of both 
thefe fubjets ; and this book (if I had read it) muft have in- 
formed me of both, as certainly as of one. Is Haller’s account 
of one more pjain and intelligible than of the other? Oris it 
likely that I fhould read only what related to one, and not what 
related to the other, when they were not only in the fame chap- 
ter and page, but equally parts of the fubject I was then enquir- 
ing into ? 

Fie informs us that he was led to the difcovery of the conge- 
nial rupture, by a paifage in Lagaranne, a French author ; 
and denies his having learned any thing relative to this fubject 
from Dr. Hunter or his brother ; bis papers having been finifh- 
ed and corrected for the prefs, and not a fingle fyllable 
altered, in confequence of his vifit to Mr. Hunter. Through 
{ the whole he complains of the treatment he has received from 
Dr. H. and excufes and vindicates his own condu&. We cannot 
take upon us to decide on the merits of this difpute: thus much, 
however, we may be allowed to ob/erve, that, when we read 
Dr. Hunter’s account of the controverfy, we were of opinion, 
that Mr. Pott would think himfelf obliged to make ‘ome reply ; 
he has done it in the prefent work; and we imagine that Dr, 
Hunter is now under the fame neceflity. 
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Art. 13. An Efayon the Means of difcharging the Public Debt 3 in 
avhich the Reafons fer inftituting a National Bank, and di/pofng 
of the Foreft Lands, are more fully confidered, With a Methed pro- 
pofed of raifing Money to anfwer the Expences of any future War, 
avithout creating new Funds. By the Author of the Propofal for 
efablifeing a National Bank. 8vo. Pr. 1s. Od. Payne. 


"= plan upon which this author propofes a national bank is, 
that its notes fhall not be payable for lefs than roo/, * That 

all notes for 100 /. and upwards, for every 5o/. over and above 
roo/. fhall entitle the bearer to receive the fame on demand, 
Vor. XVI. December, 1763, ith with 
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with intereft at the rate of two per cent, if it has remained one 
year from the date; and the fame rate of intereft for every fix 
months over and above ene year that fuch note fhall remain un- 
paid. But that no interefi fhall be allowed cn any note, for any time 
Jefs than one year from the date ; nor for any fradion of time 
Jefs than fix months afterwards; nor for any fraction of money 
Jefs than so/. over and above1oo/.? That the public revenue 
Shall be repofited in this bank as at prefent in the exchequer, 
and that the officers of the revenue fhall be obliged to receive 
its notesas cath. That the commifiioners of the treafury thall 
not be allowed to draw for above ‘5co0,c0o/. more than the 
receipt on account of the public revenue may have brought in- 
to the bank at the time.” That thirty-fix gentlemen of eftates 
be appointed directors, twenty-four to a&, and twelve to go 
out and come in, by rotation. The prefent offices of the ex- 
chequer to ceafe, but the officers to be employed in this bank, 
and the accounts of the bank to be audited yearly by the houfe 
of commons, 

Such are the great out-lines of this momentous propofal, 
which fets afide the prefent bank of England, whofe privileges 
determine on the 1ft of Auguit, 1764. ‘The author thinks 
that, by adding the finking fund to this bank, the granting a 
profit of two percent, for money payable on demand (which 
will encourage foreigners to lodge their money in it), and by the 
faving of one per cent. the difference now paid, and that to be 
paid by this bank, all the purpofes he mentions in his title page 
will be finally anfwered. The effayift then proceeds to prove 
how far the fcheme is practicable and beneficial to the nation, 
which he does in a manner extremely fatisfa€tory and clear; at 
Jeaft, upon paper. That part of his reafoning regarding foreft 
Jands we think is unanfwerable, and, we imagine, might admit 
of more good confequences than our author has thought fit to 
Jay down. He is a friend to a general excife; and he feems to 
think that the prepoffefiions formerly entertained againft it were 
unjoft. 

Upon thewhole, this writer appears to be completely mafter of 
his fubjeé, the nature of which admits of no extraéts. We can fay 
no more as to a fcheme, of which the legiflature are the fole 
judges, but that we have often feen upon figns and advertile- 
ments, This is the old fhop. And though we do not condemn a 
propofal for removing the trade to another houfe, yet we are 
a little apprehenfive that the experiment may be dangerous, 
efpecially as the old houfe has carried on fo much bufinefs, and 
with fo good a fet of cufiomers, as thofe it hasat prefent. 
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Art. 14. The Cafe of the County of Devon, with refpe& to the Con- 
Sequences of the new Excife Duty on Cyder and Perry. Publifoed 
by the Direion of the Committee appointed at a general Meeting of 
that County to fuperintend the Application for the Repeal cf that 
Duty. 4to0. Pris. Johniton. 


This pamphlet, as appears from its title page, is publithed 
under a great authority, that of the perfons who are chief- 
ly to be affetted by the tax complained of, and therefore it is 
but rational to fuppofe that it contains every argument of weight 
for its repeal. It differs from other performances on the fame 
fubjeé& by its containing the fentiments of all the cyder propri- 
etors of, perhaps, the moft confiderable county in England for 
that produd. 

The author or authors enceavour to make it appear, ‘ upon 
the fulleit and ftricteft examination, that this taxis exorbitant, 
unequal, partial; that it muft terminate in the gradual extirpa- 
tion of the very produéts on which it is laid, and in its progrefs 
towards it involve in ruin many of his majefty’s molt ufeful fub- 
jects ; that it muft, in the county of Devon at leaft, and its 
neighbouring counties, greatly reduce the value and yearly in- 
come of the landed property, which certainly could not have 
been intended by the legiflature ; that the fevere rettraints and 
arbitrary methods of decifion, introduced by the excife laws, to- 
gether with the moft difagreeable and vexatious vifits of excife 
officers, are hereby extended to the private houfes and families 
of every Jandholder who makes cyder or perry. and is above the 
degree ofa cottager, and a preced=y* ‘ucreby eilablithed, which 
will effectually authorife and juftity every future extenfion of thofe 
laws, without exception, which fhail hereafter be deviled or 
propofed, until the excife become the general method of collect- 
ing the revenue throughout the kingdom.’ 

In proving all thofe allegations, the reader meets with a great 
deal of curious information concerning cyder-making, which, 
we fuppoie, is well known to all the manufaturers of that de- 
licious beverage, and can be of little ufe to any one elfe, though 
extremely pertinent to the fubje&tin hand. In this pamphiec 
the public is undeceived as to a prevailing notion, that cyder 
was the only drink in Devonfhire. The authors fay, that it ap- 
pears from the accounts of the malt-tax laid before the houfe of 
commons, for the laft feven years, the produce of that tax in 
the county of Devon was fuperior to that of moft of the other 
counties, and exceeded only by that of the counties of York and 
Middlefex. As tothe other calculations and arguments ftated 
in this pamphlet, they feem all to be very fair; and, being dil- 
pafionately, though very acutely, urged, no doubt have had 
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their proper effe& in prevailing upon the government to con- 
fider the confequences of every part of the a& ; and there- 
fore it would be highly improper for us to pafs any farther opi- 
nion upon a cafe addrefled from fo refpectable, to fo auguilt, a 


Art. 15. Some Plain Reafons for a Repeal of the late Cyder AB. De- 
dicated to every Man who pays Taxes, and particularly to the Hon. 

G i d, M. P. for N k, ard to G A d, 

Efa. M. P. for B ple ix Dev——re. 40. Pr. 6d. Whil- 

ton and White. 

Were it not for its fmall price of fx-pence, we fhould imagine 
this pamphlet to be a catch-penny. Be that as it will, it isa 
poor but paflionate performance, and whoever reads the pre- 
ceding pamphlet can find neither entertainment or information 
in perufing this. 














Art. 16. An Effay on Paper Circulation, and a Scheme propofed for 
Supplying the government with Tawenty Millions, witkout any Loan 
or new Tax. 8vo, Pr.is. Nicoll. 

This very fenfible writer feems to eftablifh his plan upon a max- 
im of the great Mr. Locke, which is, that the fewer intermediate 
agents, or what we commonly cali brokers, there are between the 
manufaGurer and the confumer, it is the better for trade. He 
confiders all private banking as fo much brokerage, and pro- 
pofes a fcheme for fupplying the government with feveral mil- 
lions annually, for two or three years, without any loan or new 
tax. The ground-plan of this fcheme, we think, tsa little auk- 
ward, and not anfwerable to that fund of good fenfe which is 
cifplayed in the other parts of the pamphlet ; but the reader 
fhiall judge for himfelf, 

« Let it be moved in the houfe of commons, to iffue and cir- 
culate a million in bills or notes upon the credit of parliament, 
without allowing any intereft upon them, or without the aid of 
the Bank, by appointing an office where thofe notes fhould be 
paid upon demand. li the motion is approved of by the majo- 
rity of the two houfes, and the bill pafies into a law, the cir- 
culation of the notes may be effected in the following manner. 

‘ Let fix or more commiffioners be cholen by ballot, by the 
houfe of commons exclufively, to have the dire&tion and ma- 
navement of the whole circulation. Let thofe commifiioners, 
after they have been confirmed by the king, hire the large emp- 
ty apartments above the Royal Exchange for their office; and 
when they have fitted them up in a proper manner, and are 
eady to iffue out their notes, let the new eftablifhment be 

then 
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then publithed to the world by two boards, one fronting the 
fireet, and the other the inner fquare of the Exchange, with the 
following title in large capitals : 


THE BANK OF THE PARLIAMENT OF GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


The apartments above the Royal Exchange may ferve for 
two vears, when the charter of the Bank will expire; and as 
that charter ought never to be renewed, the company, upon 
being diflulved, will probably be glad to fell their houfe to the 
goee nment,’ 

Though this author’s money- fyftem is plaufible, yet we ap- 
prehend that it is not quite new; and we are of opinion that, if 
we ever fhall have a government with courage fufficient to a& 
on the bottom of parliamentary faith alone, which, as this au- 
thor obferves, is the real foundation of public credit, there may 
be a very great redudtion of the national expence, 


Art. 17. An Addrefs to Sir John Cult, Bart. Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons; in: wiied the CharaZers of Lord Bute, Mr, Pitt, and 
Mr. Wilkes, appear in a new Light. By the Author of the Letters 
figned Scipio Americanus, iz the Gazetteer. 820. Pr. 15, 
Gretton, 


Had this pamphlet appeared towards the beginning of the 
prefent political difputes, it might have been termed fhrewd and 
fenfible ; but the fubjeét is now exhaufted, and the author has 
no greater merit than bundling up, into the form of a pamphlet, 
intermixed with a great deal o f declamation (which ought to go 
for nothing on all fides), the arguments that have been again 
and again ‘urged, with greater force of reafoning, in favour of 
the prefent and late miniftry. It is our duty to detect and dif- 
— placiarifms, on whatever fide they are committed, and 
we fhall always give as little quarter to the minifterial as to the 
antiminifterial party. 


Art.18. An Addrefs 10 Hone Fnglith Hearts, being an hone? Coun- 
irynan’s Refieions on the Cyder Tax, the Cans mitment of Mr, 
Wi likes, the late Treaty of Peace, and the prefent Oppofition. Svo. 
Pr. 2s.6d. Fletcher. 


This author, who prefixes a long motto from his own pam- 
phlet to his own pamphlet, very pofiibly is himfelf an honelt 
Eeolith heart, and aa honeit countryman; but we cannot think 
that, as a zealous advocate for the miniftry, he has advanced 
many new arguments in their defence, or that he is extreme- 
ly happy either as to ftile or reafoning. Notwithftanding this, 
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he has faid fome threwd things. He obferves, that, by making 
peace we faved fifteen millions, or more, which another year’s 
war would have coft us; the intereft of which would have 
amounted to goo,coo/, a fum which, he fays, is nearly 
equal to what is levied by a land-tax of two fhillings in the 
pound, Had this boneit Englith heart been united to a 
good political head, he might have challenged the oppofers of 
the miniftry, to fhew how it was pofiible (as matters in Ameri- 
ca were then circumitanced) for usto have made conquefts dur- 
ing one or two campaigns, that would have indemnified us for 
the twentieth part of the fums they muft have coft us, 

A few days or weeks will prove whether the author’s obfer- 
vations upon the cyder a& are juft or not, and about the fame 
time the affairs relating to Mr. Wilkes, which are now depend- 
ing in parliament, muit be difcufled lkewife. In the mean 
time, this countryman, as ufual, we perceive, takes every thing 
for granted that he finds in the news papers, and reafons upon 
it accordingly, which, we are afraid, leads him fometimes to 


err in points of fact. He found an opinion of a lord chief 


juftice, and a conference between Mr. Pitt and his majefty 
prin inted, and therefore the common proverb came into his 
head, It is as true as print. Some of his neighbours too, who 
poflibly had lately come from London, have told him an anec- 
cote or two, and they were too honeft to lye, and too fenfible 
to miltake. We cannot entirely agree with the countryman 
about the validity of the warrant by which Mr. Wilkes was 
committed, and we with fincerely that the public heats and 
animofities, which his cafe have occafioned, may fubfide, and 
that authors on both fides would obferve a due temper, when 
they treat of matters that are /ub judice. 

With reeard to the other matters contained in this volumi- 
nous pamphlet, they are, in general, very fairly reprefented, 
and we look upon the performance as a good common-place 
book for the prefent political difputes, and may be of ufe toa 
hardy declamatory champion for the miniftry. Notwithftand. 
ing this, we fhould be glad of a little information from the coun- 
tryman, efpecially when he tells us (fpeaking of the late peace) 
« another very confiderable article in our favour is the renuncia- 
tion which the two branches of the hoafe of Bourbon have 
made of the alliance they dignified with the name of the Family 
Compact.’ We have carefully looked over the definitive treaty, 
and can find no fuch renunciation, either virtually or exprefsly 
ttipulated; nor do we believe, had it been reg that it would 
have fignified (to ufe the common expreilion) 4a!f a brafs farthing 


Sa cur Saveur. 
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Art. 19. An Appendix to the Review of Mr, Pitt's Adminifraticn. 
By the Author of the Review. 8vo. Pr. is. Almon, 


There is not, in all the republic of letters, a more eafy de- 
partment than that of an hiltorical reviewer, writing for a par- 
ty, efpecially if it isin the oppofition. Such a writer may be 
equipped for his trade at any of the circulating-libraries, All 
he has to do is to borrow a hiitory of the times, half a dozen 
political pamphlets, which, though the public has thrown them 
by, like old almanacs, anfwer his purpofe as well, if not better, 
than new ones, and then, having ftocked himfelf with a conve- 
nient number of lies and mifreprefentations, fit down to write. 
The author of the work before us is one of the greateft adepts 
in this practice of any we have obferved. He can fay to his 
brother-authors as the broom-felling boy faid to one of his fra- 
ternity, who was furprized that he fhould under-fe!l him ; ‘* for, 
faid he, I fteal all my materials, and make the brooms myfelf.” 
‘«- You fimple fon of ab h, replied the other, Ll fteal my 
brooms ready made.” 

To be ferious : This author, like the young culprit, may be 
faid to have ftole his review, ready made, from Dr. Smollett’s 
Continuatien ofthe Hillory of England, only, like thofe wretches 
who fometimes kidnap children, he has, in many places, endea- 
voured to mangle and disfigure the workmanfhip of the origi- 
nal author, in order to elude any claim that might be entered 
againft him by the natural parent. Thus much for the mat- 
ter in general. With regard to the manner of its execution, 
we have no objection to his Joading Mr. Pitt and his admini- 
{tration with all the glaring colours of .praife and adulation. 
Let not our over-nice reader think that the expreflion loading 
with a colour is an abfurd metaphor ; for this author has given 
it propriety by his trowel, which has bedaubed his patron with 
fuch a quantity, as muft certainly make him uneafy under its 
weight; but, as Critical Reviewers, we have a right to with 
he had paid fome regard to his readers, 

This wietched tranfcriber of other men’s works is a ftanding 
proof at once of the folly and madnefs of this kingdom in their 
rage after poliiical publications. ‘The fpecious title of his Re- 
view had fo far impofed on the public, that he was encouraged 
to this Append’x, in which he fets out with reviewing his own 
Review ; io quoting ftale wretched party pamphlets, of which, 
very probably, he him/elf was the author ; of vindicating his 
patron in the oppofition he made to the late peace, and his be- 
haviour at the celebrated private conference between him and 

Wha his 
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his m y. Left we fhould feem too fevere, we fhall prefent 
our readers with a fpecimen of this fcribbler’s knowledge of 
courts andthe world. To prove that his majefty teok in good 


a r tall th it had paffed between him and Mr. Pitt at the faid 
conference, he gives the following very notable anecdote. 

On the Wednefday fubfequent to the laft conference with 
which his maiefty honoured Mr. Pitt, lord Temple and Mr. 
Pitt went to Sr. James’s, to pay their duty to his majefty, they 
were both received in the moft gractous manner; and his ma- 
jefty, in the moft obliging terms, faid to Mr. Pitr, ** J Lope, Sir, 
you have » ot fuffered by fanding Jo long on Monday.” Would his 
majelty been fo complaifant to Mr. Pitt, if he had behaved with 
that infolence which the dcfenders of Mr. George Grenville 
have repeatedly reprefented ?? 

This is a very conclufive argument for proving his majefty’ S 
approbation of Mr. Pitt’s demands; as if the bodily infirmities 
of ape:fon who had the honour to be admirted to his majefty 

ight not be hinted at with that politenets and humanity by 
w! vhich our amiable Sovereign is fo juttly diftinguithed ; or, as if 
political affairs and perfonal infirmities were to be blended and 


} 
re carded as the fame. 
~ 


1 Letrer to the Honourable the Commifficners of bis Majef- 
Poms 3 dedicated to the Hon. the Houfe of Commons: Com 
tating ait Account of the Detection of the Frauds at the Cu iff om 
houfe, which had been fi cee: fully carried i Years, by falje Af= 
irmaticns (P. rjury ) and thei very rema rkable Punif ment: Some 
cil 10us Dy. les aid Letters 1a the Richt Hon. the Lords of the 

~~ _ ; Y : “7 ~— 

Treafury, and George Grenville, a with a Memorial cn the 
o the Right Hen. the Lords of the Treasury, 


Occa/ion, prefente d 
« 
pps, who manag ved * Printers Caufe, and 


arawn by ir. avy 

that of J hoa Wilkes, E/q. again, 2 R bert avy Ejq. Uuder 

Secretary of State. Vi ry prj Le} + for e Per: fal 6) oF ¢: very Gent: oe 

man wo would reprifent the true Sime of any Jf air, aud not f al- 

lox the dull lifele/s Forms and Precedeats of Law. By William 

Stewardfon. Sve. Pr. 1s. Sold by the Author. 

This fame Mr, Steward n is very angry at the government 
for not coming up to his fail price as an informer, but has the 
grace to clofe his ftupid pamphlet with an extraé from Dr, 
Herring’s fermon, preach ed at York, the 22d of September, 
1745, the perufal of which we heartily recommend to the read- 
as it is comprehended in the two lait pages, which 
him from the pain ef dipping into any other part 
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Art. 21. A fele& ColleBion of the moft interefling Letters on the Go- 
vernment, Liberty, and Conftitution of England ; which have ap- 
peared in the different News Papers from the Elevation of Lord 
Bute to the Death of the Earl of Egremont. With all the Au- 
thentic Papers relative to the North Briton, and the Cafe of Mr. 
Wilkes ; and the Letters between Mr. Pitt and Mr. Allen. Care- 
filly examined and corre@ed. Vol. Ill, 12m. Pr. 2s. 6d, 
Almon. 

We have already * given our opinion upon the two firft vo- 
lumes of this work, and we find no reafon to retract it; bur 
juftice and candour oblige as to acknowledge, that the author 
of the Contraft, a feries of papers contained in this volume, is 
a far more tolerable writer than any who appeared in the for- 
mer. 


Art. 22. The Redemption: A Poetical Effay. By John Hey, I. 4, 
Fellow of Sidney-Suffex College, Cambridge. 4te. Pr. is, 
Beecroft. 

This poem gained Mr. Seaton’s prize at Cambridge, and is 
printed in purfuance of that gentleman’s will, a circumftance 
which acquits the author of all fufpicion of vanity in the pub- 
lication. Mr. Hey feems to have taken a great deal of pains 
in the compofition of it, and, by a laborious diligence, to have 
rendered it rather too argimentative and metaphylical to be 
agreeable, ‘There 1s more reafoning than poetry in it: almoit 
every-thing which has been cffered by our molt eminent di- 
vines in favour of revelation, the external and taternal evidence 
ofit, the propriety of the Chriftian facrifice, the objections raif- 
ed againft it, with a long train of pro’s and con’s, are here in- 


troduced. To adorn a fubje& fo unpoetical with Parnasian ; 


flowers, and exprefs fuch fentiments in pleafing numbers, is a 
tafk which Milton himfelf would, perhaps, have failed in the ex- 
ecution of, We are not, therefore, at all furprifed, that the 
perufal of this poem gave us very little pleafure; but we will 
give our readers a fpecimen of the author’s manner—Speuaking 
of the Holy Ghoft, he fays, 

— — —— — —— S the Spirit of God 

From heav’n defcending, dwells in dome of clay ; 

In mode far paffing human thought, he guides, 

Impells, inftru€s : intenfe purfuit of good 

And cautious flight of evil he fuggelts, 

But in fuch gentle murmurs, that to know 

His heav’nly voice, we muft have done his will : 





* See paze 396 of this Volume, 
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Such dictates only Liberty obeys ; 

Th’ undoubted voice of heav’n a guide unapt 

For beings now experienc’d in ill, 

And doom’d to walk the wild, perplexing paths 
Of conftant trial and uncertainty.’ 


This is found and orthodox divinity, but is fitter for a fermon 
than a poem. Again, fpeaking of man’s ignorance, our author 
fays, 

‘ Tell me the law whereby the earthquake’s rage 
Inftant o’erwhelms in ruin unforefeen 

The boafted monuments of human pride: 

Why the Volcano pours his liquid fire ; 

Why Peflilence and Famine ftalk the earth, 

And ravage uncontroll’d: th’ unnumber’d laws 
Unfold, to which thou giv’ft one empty name 
Of Chance. Shall thefe, vain man! elude thy fearch, 
Enaéted for the ordinary courfe 

Of Nature’s operations; and fhalt thou 

Murmur at the obfcurity of thofe 

Deriv’d from Exigency’s latent fprings ?” 


The latent [prings of Exigency, and the operations of Nature, may 
be very good phrafes in the pulpit, but appear extremely auk- 
-ward ina poem. In like manner, alfo, when Mr. Hey fays, 


— ‘letcontention ceafe: wait we the hour, 
When all things fhall arrive to that one point 
Whereto they have converg’d ere fince the world 
Was firit awak’d from chaos into life. 

When all the parts of this unfinifh’d fcheme 
Shall be compacted in one perfe& whole.’ 


The advice is good ; but ewhereto they have converg’d, how phi- 
lofophical foever the term may be, is, as Polonius fays, a vile 
phrafe. Upon the whole, the author of this eflay has proved 
himfelf a good divine but no poet. 


Art. 23. The Redemption: A Monody. By Mr. Scott, Fellow of 
Trinity-College, Cambridge. 410. Pr.is. Wilfon and Fell. 


Mr. Scott, as appears by his preface, was a candidate with 
Mr. Hey for Seaton’s prize, and the poem before us rejected, 
as inferior to Mr Hey’s, It is now publifbed, the author in- 
forms us, not as an appeal to the public from the fentence of 
the judges (which, by the bye, was, we believe, after all, the 
true reafon) but as it may afford half an hour’s innocent enter- 
tainment to the reader, 
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The affording entertainment is, perhaps, an expreffion rather 
improper for a poem on fo ferious a fubje&. With regard, how- 
ever, to the poetical merit of this monody, we cannot help think- 
ing it fuperior to Mr. Hey’s eflay, though it is by no means to 
be ranked amongft the beft of Mr. Scott’s performances. The 
following lines fhew evident marks of tafte and genius in the 
compofer. | 


‘ But come, O virgin-mufe of Sion, come, 
Come gently, and my breaft infpire 
With fome faint fparks of that feraphic fire, 
Whofe beams refulgent glow’d, 
When burfting thro’ the womb 
Of dark futurity, «« A God, a God,” 
Proclaim’d aloud the heav’n enlighten’d feer, 
‘‘ From Bofrah lo he comes mighty to fave, 
Mighty to triumph o’er the grave !”— 
And all the oaks of Bafhan ftoopt to hear, 
And Lebanon’s attentive cedars bow’d.’ 


The angel’s hymn is prettily introduced, and contains fome 
very good lines, particularly the following. 4 


| ‘ Then did the hills, then did the vales refound ; 
The vale of Arnon, and the purple brow 

Of beauteous Amana, and Shenir rang, 

And all the forefts of thy Carmel fang, 

When Thou, in flefhly tabernacle fhrin’d, 

Ganft pour the ftream of bleflings all around, 
And brooding over teach thy helplefs care, 

As the fond eagle doth her young, to try 

i Their fcarce-fledg’d plumes, and thro’ the bafer air 
Affert the manfions in their native fky. 

O goodly vine, beneath whofe cluftring boughs 
The weary flocks repofe ! 

O rofe of Sharon! O enclofure fweet 

Of chief perfumes, of fpices frefh and rare! 
Wake, wake ye winds, and o’er the garden blow, 
That all the foul-delighting fcents may flow ; 
And ye, O fpirits of air, 

Catch the rich odours, and to heav’n repair, 
That angels may diflolve in raptures meet!” 


ae 


--> ee 


The conclufion of this little poem is rather abrupt; but the 4 
piece, upon the whole, confidering the difficult nature of the 
fubje&, will refle& no difgrace on the ingenious author. 


Art, 
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Art. 24. The Fumie: A Satire. * Addrefied to the Reverend Mr. 
C.Ch-rch-ll, 470. Pr. is.  Johnfton. 


he Yumb/eis a ttrange title for a poem, and the lines are of a 
piece with it. The author fets out with telling us, that he in- 





tends 
——— oe oe oe ee £0 Write 
Plain, profe-like metre, honeft and downright.’ 


This puts us in mind of 
‘* T Sylvefter 
Lay with your fifter, 
I Pen Johnfon lay with your wife.” 

That’s no rhyme, faid Sylvefter: no, reply’d old Ben, but 
itis true. Let Mr. Ju mble apply. This piece is dedicated, 
it feems, to Mr. Churchill, whom our author fatirizes for want 
of correétnefS and purity ; and then falls foul of him for abuf- 
“oh the aclors in his Rofciad, on which theme thus fings our 


oe 
r P Ate —- 
{weet and dejicate bara, 


~ 


—— ‘fhall Genius ftoop his tow’ring wing 
Solow, and of poor, reptile aétors fing? 
Why not? ere now, I’ve feen the gilded fly dt 
On radiant plumes sapeenes, mount on high, 
Then cow’ring feek the earth, and on my word, 
The felf-{ fame fly has pitch’d upon a ; 

So ’tis with Genius, bis unbounded flight 

Is to no yee confin’d, of depth or height; 

He does whate’er he will, tohim’tis given 

T'o dive to hell, to mount aloft to heaven: 
Sounding he mounts aloft with mighty flutter, 
Then finks, and pores his nofe intoa gutter. 
Come then, my Mufe, away and feek the ftage, 
Prepare the fcourge, with unrelenting rage 
Chaftife the fervile race, till black and blue 
"Their private foibles are expos’d to view, 
Yortur’d and mangled by poetic fury, 

And damn’d to death without or judge orjury.’ 


+ 


No lefs elegant are thefe lines of Mr. Fumble on Mr. Wilkes. 





¢ Who'll fay W-lk-s prints becaufe he’s poor? I'll rife 
And tell the frontlefS villain that he lies. 

Who'll fay W-lk-s puffs, and toils, and fweats, becaufe 
W_lk-s wanta —_ p Ill pluck him by the nole. 
Who'll fay his patriotifm 1s a farce, 


. s > 
A fpecious, fly sabia > Pi kick his ——, 
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We muit do Mr. Jumble the juftice to acknowledge that there 
are fome tolerable verfes in his*‘poem, amongft which thefe are, 
perhaps, the befi. 

‘Can Satire e’er where Truth is not, refide ? 
And doth the not fiill walk by Reafon’s fide ? 
Is not meek Candour always in her train? 
And doth not Juftice prompt her facred rain? 
Doth fhe not with a noble pride ftill fly 
Where Virtue waves her filver flagon high? 
Beneath her conduct fteadily advance, - 

Still pointing againft Vice her golden lance ? 
Draws fhe the bow, and does the arrow fly, 
Not to reform, but only to deftroy? 

No; let the /de//er with pois’nous breath, 
Like the vext madman, {catter fire and death: 
Satire, to what vile Envy fpies, is blind ; 
The foe to vice, the friend to all mankind.’ 


The lines which follow on Good-nature are not amifs. 

As this poem concludes with an addrefs to the two Reviews, 
it would ’be very unpolite in us to pafs it by unnnoticed, efpe- 
ciallyas it has really more merit, with*regard both to the numbers 
“and fentiment, than any other part of this motley performance : 
hear, readers, how humbly he addreffes and how prettily he re- 
bukes us. 


‘Ye fage Reviewers, who in council fit, 

Sole arbitrators of the prize of wit: 

Who keep the literary world in awe 

Vith iron rod, vourfelves above the law: 

Whofe garrets . like fome giant’s den of yore, 

Are hung with wretch’s limbs, and fiain’d with gore, 

Ye wife and fkilful weterans, who axe fure 

To know my ftile, tho’ Lne’er wrote before: 

By intuition wond’rous, at firft fight, 

Can tell thot diac k is black, and w sae is white ; 

Or if you pleaf to thew your learned knack, 

By rules, prove black is white, and white is black.’ 

The thoueht of comparing our earrets to the giant’s den is 

not without humour ; nor could we help fmiling at 

© Ah Thwackums! may I hope your birchen rage 

Will tpare the breech of inexperienc’d age ?” 


‘ 


But the author falls off aoe when he goes on thus ; 
‘Ah, may! hope, if down! proftrate fall, 


And with you worth sles orance, your Baal, 


v 


That 
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That fhe’ll in pity influence your mind, 

(For fure the can) to be a little kind, 

One youngling bard for once to overlook, 
And not infert his faults in your black book? 
Or may I hope, if ’tis my lucklefs fate, 

Tho’ all unwittiag, to incur your hate, 

The critic fword that you’ll with mercy draw, 
And cut my head off at a fingle blow ?” 


The two laft verfes are dreadful indeed. Mr. Fumble muft 
acknowledge, we hope, that we are not without fome degree of 
candour, as we have fairly laid before our readers his fevere far- 
cafms upon us. We are, indeed, fo ufed to hard words from 
the 

genus irritabile vatum, 


that their resort courteous makes little or no impreffion upon us. 


Art. 25. The Blood-Hounds, a Political Tale. Inferibed to the Earl 
of Bute. 4te. Pr. 1s. 6d. Griffin, 


A bloody-bad performance indeed! It is an aukward blunder- 
ing attempt to abufe the oppofition, and to compliment lord 
Bute in as doggrel rhyme as ever difgraced the advocates for ei- 
ther party. Let not our readers take our words for it. The 
author characterifes the late peace as follows: 


‘ His fyftem peace; fo unconfin’d 
It breath’d—* the good of all mankind : 
One univerfal charity :” 
Obvious, the means : humane, the ends : 
All Chriftendom ae once were friends : 
Behold a Chriftian rarity !” 


The whole of this performance is equally execrable. 


Art. 26. Folly, a Satire on the Times. Written by a Fool, and 
younger Brother to Triftram Shandy. 4to. Pr.2s. Pridden. 
The antients had a proverb, Videre wult, et ef fultus. We 

can affure our readers that the title of this fatire is by no means 

an impoflure. It abufes the Scotch, rails at lord Bute, and 
praifes Mr. Pitt in as precious ftrains of folly as any man would 
with to read, 


Art. 27. The Prieft in Rhyme: A dogerel Ver; fication of lidgeli’s 
Narrative, relative to the Effayon Woman. By a Member of Par- 
liament, a Friend to Mr. Wilkes, and to Liberty. 410. Pros. 
Gretton. 


A good doggrel parody, with fome humour, but very little 
weaning; becaufe, if the publication ofMr. Kidgell’s pamphlet 
was 
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was imprudent or immoral, all attempts to propagate that pub- 


lication are doubly fo; and ridicule often ferves only to whet. 


curiofity. 


Art. 28. Aa Effay on Woman, in Three Epifiles. 4to, Pr. 15. 
-Gretton. 


This is a rhyming attempt at a parody upon Pope’s Effay on 
Man ; from which the few lines or fentiments that have any 
merit in them, are borrowed. 


Art. 29. Mundus Muliebris: Or, An Effay on Woman. 410, Pr.6d, 
Jackfon. 


This is an imitation of Pope’s Efflay on Man, in doggrel 
thimes. See the laft article. 


Art. 30. An Effay on Woman. A Poem. By). W. Senator.: With 
Notes by the Bifoop of G. 4to. Pr.1s.6d. Freeman. 


A third Effay on Woman ! Vigorous authors, were your abi- 
lities equal to your inclinations, and were not your impotence as 
defpicable as your ends are mercenary. ‘The author of this 
effay writes in blank verfe, and attempts to put his performance 
off, as being the original which has made fo much noife in the 
world; but he is abufive, illiberal, and indecent, without the 
fmalleft pretence to excite even curiofity. 


Art. 31. An Effay on Woman. The Fourth Epiftle. With Explanato- 
ry Notes. 4to. Pr.is. Seymour, 


A moft wretched fequel to a moft wretched pamphlet, which 
we have already mentioned ; impure and immodeft. 


Art. 32. Patriotifm! A Farce. As it is a&ed by bis Majefty’s 
Servants. 8vo. Pr.6d. Nicoll. 


This thing appears to be written in favour of the miniitry, 
but is void of every character that can entitle it to a reading. 


Art. 33. The Britith Coffée-boufe. A Poem. 4to. Pr. 1s. Gd. 
Nicoll. 

On fecing this poem advertifed we were afraid that fome 
rhiming fool had taken it into his head to fatirife the perfon 
who keeps this coffee-houfe, and the company that frequents 
it. We were deceived. The author’s abilities in poetry does 


not even qualify him for the very loweft and moft deteftable of 


all offices, that of abufe. 


5 Art, 
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Art. 34. The Plain Truth ; Being a Genuine Narrative of the Me- 
thods made Use of to procure aCopy of the Efjay on Woman. With 
feveral Extracts from the Work itfelf, given as a Specimen of its 
aftonifbinig Impurity. By Thomas Farmer, Priater, into whofe 
Hands the Original Copy accidentally fell. 410. Pr. 5, 
Pottinger, 

We do not doubt of Mr. Farmer’s veracity, and the lefs, be- 
caufe we have not heard that,his narrative, which contains alle- 
gations that. if not trne, might be eafily difproved, has been yet 
contradicted ; poe becaufe they are very unimportant. As 
to the narrative itielf, it isno more than an unmeaning appen- 
dix to its appendix, which we wiih had been fpared. 


Art. 35. 4 Sermon occafiened by the Death of Robert Cruttcnden, 
Eq. (who de parted this Life June 23, 1763, aged 73 Years) 
Pre ti d at Mil e’> Lane, on Lora’s Day, Auguft 7. Towhich are 
added, feveral poetical Compafures, by the Deceafed. By William 
Porter. 8ua. Preis. Field. 

This fermon is dedicated, in the ftile of the conventicle, 
the church of Chrift meeting on Lord’s Day morning at Mile’s 
Lane, Cannon-Street.. It is a mighty poor performance, con- 
‘taining neither weight of argument, or dignity of lentiment and 
exprefiion: the language is, in many parts, neither Englith nor 
grammar, and abounds with valgar phrafes, very unfit for a 
cifcourfe delivered frum the pulpit. Mr. Porter tells us, that 
the people of the Lord (we fuppoie he means the elect) have no 
reft but io his bofom, or when dandled upon bis J Anée’S and alittle 
ter, fpeaking of the redemption, fays, that God parted with 
his top jeawel, his only Son, and bruifed him. At the end of the 
fermon he informs us that.‘ dying work is dreadful! aoré, with- 
out an interefl in redeeming love; but let others dying be our 
livine aorf, and let this comfort us in dying, that it is only al 
figning work on our parts, and receiving avork on the Lord’s. 

By which fhort fpecimen our readers will fee that Mr. Porter’s 
werk is a vile work, and not worth reading. 


Art. i. A Modcft Apalegy fort the Condu& of a certain Reverend 
ren leman in a late Excurfion : With an infalhbl Plan for re- 
moving all future Animofity between the Englith and Scotch, by 
Vv » - : . ae j - 
an eminent Hand, Towhich is added, an Extrasrdinary Card up 
cna very Extraordinary Occafion. gto. Pr. is. Burnet. 


This is one of the miferable vermin that now crawls from 
he dunghil of oa difputes. [ts impotent abule feeims to be le- 
velle taeaintt Mefirs. Churchill and Wilkes. The autior ap- 
pears to bea true hackney proftitute, ready to tofs Ups crofs or 


vile, upon which fide of the queftion he fhail write. 


o 








YIM 

















| ) > we Le 


TO THE 


SIXTEENTH VOLUME 


OF THE 


CRITICAL REVIEW. 


A. 

CCOUNT of the firft difco- 
~ very of Florida. See Florida 
Addre/s to the people of Eng- 

jJand; character of 
to Fnglihh Proteftants, 
&c obfervations on 233 
of the people of Great 
Britain to his majefty; cen- 
fured 320 
to the ele&tors of Great 
Britain who are makers of 
cyder and perry; fcope of, 














with remarks 387 
to Sir John Cuft, Bart. 
ftrictures on 469 


—— to honeft Englifh hearts, 
&c. account of, with obfer- 
vations and character ib. 

Adventures of Patrick O’Don- 
nel; analyfis of, and cha- 
racter 138 

Alcock (Thomas) » See Obferwa- 
tions, 

Anatomy of Policy ; charafer 
of 160 

of a late negotiation ; 
defign of, with remarks 319 

Anecdotes and obfervations re- 

lating to Oliver Cromwell 


and his family; cenfured 
76 


Yor. XVI. 


Anne of Denmark, wife of James 
I, charater of 326 
Annual Regifter for the year 
17625; fummary of, with re- 
commendatien 67 
Anfwer (a full and complete) 
to the errors in Mr. Law’s 
writings ; account of, with 
extracts and difapprobation 
203 

to the letters of the Rr. 
Hon. W. Pitt, Efq. cenfured 

) 235 

—— to Wefley’s letter to the 
bifhop of Gloucefter, by S. 
Chandler; account of, and 
character 207 
(full and candid) to Kid- 
gell’s narrative, &c. defign 
of 400 
Antient chara&ters deduced from 
claffical remains: by Ed- 
mund Burton, Efq. fpeci- 
mens of, with {trictures and 
advice 410, 
Apology (modeft) for the con- 
duct of a certain reverend 
gentleman, &c. obfervations 
on 48Q 
Appeal to the public in behalf 
of Gen. Johnftone; ftric- 
tures on 397 
Ii App endive 
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Appendix to the review of Piit’s 
adminiftration; account of, 
with reficétions and cenfures 

471 

Afcham (Roger) fome account 

of the life and charaéter of 
24——-27 
Author (the) by C, Churchill ; 


fubftance of, with extracts 


and approbation 446 
B. 

Battle of Epfom ; obfervations 

on 72 


Bavin of Bays; remarks on, 
with fpecimens and cenfure 
285 
Bennet. (James) his edition of 
the Enolith woiks of Roger 
Aicham; account of, with 
extracts and remarks 24 
Bifoops 3 explanation of their 
right of attendance in par- 
lament : 168 
Blood-hounds (The) a political 
tale; fpecimen of, with cen- 
fures 478 
Brimjione, the true Flower of ; 
character of 154 
Britifp coffee- houfe ; a poem : 
cenfured 479 
Brookes (Dr.) bis new and ac- 
curate fyitem of natural hif- 
tory ; copious account of, 
with extracts, reflections, 
remarks, and character 144 
310 
Puds of Parnafius ; cenfured 
ISI 
Rurn (Dr.) See Ecclefiaftical. 
Burton (Edmund. ) See Auti- 
ent. 
th 
Cambriage verfes on the peace ; 
fpeciinens of, with commen- 
dation 133 


Cafe of Colin Campbell, Efq. 
purport of, with remarks 74 
of the county of Devon, 
&c. fubftance of, and charac- 
ter 467 
Caftrated fheet in the fixth vo- 
lume of Biographia Britan- 
nica, &c. account of, with 

a refutation of the accufati- 
on preferred in it againft the 
bifhop of Gloucelter 306 
Chronicle of the reign of Ado- 
njah ; defign of So 
Clarendon (Henry earl of) his 
flate letters; account of, 
with extracts and obferva- 
tlons 58 
Coke (Sir Edward), chara&er of 
327 

ColleBion (fele&) of the moft 
interefting letters on the go- 
vernment, &c. of Itngland, 
&c. vol. 1. ii. and ii. fum- 
mary of, with animadverfi- 
ons 396, 473 
Complete compting-houfe aflit- 
ant; analyfis of, with a ques 
tation and recommendation 
258 
duty of man: by H. 
Venn, A. M.; fummary of, 
with a fpecimen and com- 
mendation 455 
Conference; a poem; by C, 
Churchill; account of, with 
fpecimens, charaéter, and 
remarks 443 
Confiderations on the prevailing 
{pirit and temper of the pre- 
fent times ; obfervations on, 
and character 320 
for the more fpeedy and 
effectual execution of the a@ 
for paving, &c. the city of 
Weltminfter ; fcope of, with 
a remark 397 
Confiaderaticus 
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Confiderations (candid and im- 
partial) on the nature of the 
fugar trade; extract of, and 


recommendation 439 
Crifs; anode; defign of, and 
character 389 


Critic; the office of the true 
r, 2, S& /eqg. 

Cyder-a&t, fome plain reafons 
for a repeal of; cenfured 
468 


D. 
Davies (John) a celebrated 
writing -mafter; fome ac- 
count of the life of 105 
Dawy/on (Rev. Abraham) his 
new tranflation of the three 
firft chapters of Genefis; ac- 
count of, with firictures 4.52 
Death of Adam: a tragedy ; 
fpecimens of, with remarks 
and character 38 
of Abel: a facred poem; 
extracts of, and recommen- 
dation 5° 
Demofthenes; account of the 
death of , 333» 334 
Defcriptio Angliz, &c. account 
of, with {pecimens and ridi- 
cule 2gI 
Defiription of the Ifle of 'Tha- 
net ; approved of, with re- 
marks 75 
Detrafion: an effiay in two 
parts; obfervationon 151 
Deuce isin Him; a farce; plan 
of, with commendation 383 
Dialogue between Mars and 
Britannia ; cenfured 232 
Doeddridge (Rev. Philip)« See 
LeGures. 
Dupe: acomedy; plan of, with 
a fpecimen and character 429 
Duty of areal chriftian; defign 
of,and chara&ter 





236 


Each fex in their humour; 2 
nove), intwo vols ; extracts 
of, with refle&tions aad itric- 
tures 449 

Eeclefiaftical Law: .by R, Burn, 
L.L.D. copious account of, 
with reflections, quotations, 
remarks, and approbation 

161, 241 

Effu/rons of Friendthip and Fan- 
cy ; extraés of, and com- 
mendaiion 6 

England, rights and liberties of 
the people of, vindicated 3 
animadverfions on 233 

— (hiftory of,) by Mrs. 
Macaulay ; copious account 
of, with refleGtions, quota- 
tions, and obfervations 321 

Englifoman at Bourdeaux: a 
comedy; plan of, with ftric- 
tures 381 

Englifh poetry, account of the 
rife and progrefs of 222 

Britons: a farce of one 
act; cenfured 389 

Engraving ; obfervations on the 
progrefs of the artof 312 

Enlargement of the mind; fpe- 
cimens of, with obfervations 

3'4 

Epifle to W. Hogarth, by C. 
Churchill ; account of, with 
extracts and remarks 63 

—— from W. lord Ruffel to 
W. lord Cavendith; f{peci- 
mens of, with ftrictures 39f 

—-— to the di€tator in his re- 
tirement; defign of, and 
character 400 

Effay on criticifm I 

—— on the origin and pro- 
grefs of letters, by W. Mala 
fey ; extracts of, and appro- 
bation 10% 
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Ffay on preaching ; account 
of, with quotations and re- 
marks 298 

—— onthemeansof difcharg- 
ing the public debt ; out- 
lines of the plan of, with 
obfervations 465 

=—— on paper circulation; 
plan of, with reflections 468 

onWoiman: in four epif- 








tles; character of 479 
on Woman: a poem ; 
cenfured ib. 


Experience of faints afferted and 
proved; by B. Wallin; reflec- 
tionson, with ftri@ures 237 

Exjtlanation of the ten com- 
mandments; commended 79 


F. 

Farmer (Tho. ) his narrative re- 
lating to the Effay on Wo- 
man; remarks on 480 

Penntazg. See Young. 

Fergujon (Wir.) his letter in an- 

cay 339 

Florida, account of the firtt dif- 


covery, &c. of; remarason, 


and character 317 
Folly: a iatire on the times ; 
ltrictures on 4.7 


Fothergili, (Samuel) his reply 
to £, Owen’s pamphlet on 
the acceflity of water-bap- 
tifm ; account of, and cha- 
racter 159 

France, account of the police 
of ; fummary of, with ex- 
tracts, obfervations, &c. 30 

free (Dr.) his petition relative 
to the conduét of the arch- 
bithops of Canterbury and 
York; fubftance of, with 


advice 225 
Frisndbip, a fatire ; remarks on 
: 385 





G. 

Genefis, new tranflation of ihe 
three firft chapters of. See 
Daw/on. 

George If. character of 268 

Ghoff (The) book iv. fpeci- 
mens of, with firi€tures 335 

Glafe (John). See Poems. 

Group (The) ; cenfured 390 


H. 

Harlan colle&tion of manu- 
fcripts, preface and index to 
the catalogue of. See Preface. 

Henry prince of Wales, fon to 
JamesI. charaGter of 325 

Hints (fome) to people in pow- 
er; purport of 318 

Hiftory of lady falia Mandeville ; 
analyfis of, with fpecimens 
and charaéter 41 

(General) of fieges and 

batties; charaéter of So 

finpartial) of the late 
war; remark on ib, 

(Univerfal) modern part 
ofan; vols, xxxix. and xl. 
analyfis of, with reflections, 
remarks, fpecimens, and ap- 
probation 127, 360 

—— of the military tranfac- 
tions of the Englifh nation 
in Indoftan; analyfis of, and 
commendation 249 

—— (Short) of that parlia- 
ment which committed Sir 
Lobert Walpole to the Tow- 
er; remarks on 388 

of Richard Potter, a fai- 
lor, &c. account of, with re- 
fieGtions and approbation 

298 

Hiftories oflady Frances and lady 
Caroline §S ; fketch of 
the fable of, with fpecimens, 
reilections, and remarks 103 

Hime 
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Home-ffbery (A brief detail of 
the); account of, with ob- 
fervations 152 

Hooke (Mr.) his Roman hiftory, 
vol. ili, analyfis of, with ex- 
tracts, reflections, obferva- 
tions, &c, 401 

Hoole (John) his tranflation of 
Taflo’s Jerufalem Delivered ; 
fpecimens of, with refledi- 
ons and remarks 16 

Ficyland (Mr.) his poems and 
tran{lations; extracts of, with 


{tritures $5 
Humours of Harrowgate ; cha- 
facter of 73 

‘ ' 
Tfington: a poems; ridiculed 
| 316 


Fames I. chara&er of 328 
Fes of Beau Nath; character 
of 80 
Fumble (The): a fatire; de- 
fign of, with fpecimens and 
obfervations 476 


K 
Kew-gardens: a poem; fpeci- 
men of, with ridicule 394 
Kidgeil (Rev. Mr.) his genuine 
and fuccinét narrative; ob- 
fervations on 399 
King of Pruflia’s campaigns ; 
account of, withremarks 124 


L. 

Langhorne. See Effufons. 
LeGures (A courfe of) on 
ethics, &c. by P. Doddridge, 
D. D. analyfis of, with re- 
fiections, quotations, obfer- 
vations, and approbation 
170 
Leland (Dr.) his tranflation of 
Demofthenes, vol. il. 2c- 
count of, with extraéts and 
commendation . 330 


Letter to the author of thé 
North Briton; cenfured, with 

a reflection 73 
to the Right Hon. Geo. 
Grenville ; remark on 73 
—— to the author of a letter 
to the Right Hon. George 
Grenville ; cenfured ib. 
occafioned by the bifhop 
of Gloucefter’s do&trine of 
grace; account of, with ex- 
tracts, ftriQtures, and remarks 
194 

to a friend, concerning 
Kennedy’s fyftem of chro- 
nology; refleétions on, and 
character 230 
—-— to the Rev. the new eleéct- 
ed lecturers of St. M ys 
W—!; obfervationon 329 
to Mr. J. Kennedy, by 
Mr. Fergufon 330 
(Expoftulatory) to the 
Rev. Mr. Kidgell; remarks 


























on 400 
to Mr. Kidgell ; cenfur- 
ed ib. 


to the Hon. the commif- 
fioners of his majefty’s cuf- 
toms; character of 472 
Letters betwéen Theodofius and 
Conftantia; account of, with 
quotations and approbation 
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from M. la V in 
London toa friend at Paris; 
charaéter of 74. 


Liberty : a poem; cenfured 240 
Liturgy of the church of Eng- 
land rendered nearer to the 
ftandard of fcripture; plan 
of, with remarks and cha- 
racter 69 
Lora’s-fapper, Morton Savage’s 
difcourfe on; commended 
160 

Love 
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Zove at firft fight: a ballad 
farce ; character of 317 


M. 

Macaulay. See England. 

Maneo Capac, character of 129 

Martial Review ; fpecimen of, 
and commendation 267 

Mayhew (Dr.). See Objerva- 
t10ns. 

Mayor of Garret: a comedy ; 
by S. Foote, Efq. fketch of 
the plan of, with an extract 
and character 435 

Merchant, the qualifications re- 
quifite to form an accom- 
plifhed 261 

Mefiah: a facred poem ; ex- 
tract of, withcenfure 393 

—— ; attempted from the 
German of Mr. Klopftock ; 
fummary of, with ftrictures 
and difapprobation 417 

Minifierial patriotifm dete&ted ; 
cenfured 153 

Rlundus Muliebris ; or, An Et- 

‘fay on Woman; character 
of 479 
N. 

National debt, an eafy method 

of difcharging ; account of 


ry 4 
New River-head: a tale; ob- 
fervation on 72 


North Briton (The) in two vols. 
analyfis of, with remarks 277 
- : an elegy ; fpeci- 
men of, and character 391 





O. 
Obfervations on the cyder-a& ; 
remarks on 153 
-—— on the Fairy Queen of 
Spenfer; account of, with 
reflections, remarks, and ex- 
tract 219 


Od/fervations on the ftate of the 

highways ; remark on 228 
on the charter and con- 
duct of the fociety for pro- 
pagating the gofpel in fo- 
reign parts ; by Dr.Mayhew; 
reflection on, with advice 374 








of the apprehenfion, &c. of 
Mr. Wilkes; {cope of, with 
remarks 383 
Ode (congratulatory )toIreland; 
hy C. Jones; remark on 155 
P. 
Patrioti{/m: a mock heroic ; cen- 
fured 390 
: a faree;cenfured 479 
Pearfall (Mr.) his letter to the 
church of Chrift, &c, charac- 
ter of 160 
Penfions on the Irifh eftablifh- 
ment; enquiry into the lega- 
lity of ; obfervations on 155 
Petition of the proteftants of 
of Languedoc; reflections 
on, and character 75 
Philafter: a tragedy, with al- 
terations ; approbation of, 
with remarks 303 
Philofophical Tranfa&tions, vol. 
lil. part ti. forthe year 1762; 
fummary of, with extracts 
and remarks 117,210 
furvey of nature; ac- 
count of, with obfervations 
and character 308 
Pietas & gratulatio collegii 
Cantabrigienfis apud Nov- 
-anglos ; extraéts of, with re- 
marks and character 289 
Poematia, pattim Latine fcripta, 
partim reddita ; fpecimen of 
315 
Poems; by Mr. Smart; ftric- 











tures on 72, 395 
3 by John Glaffe ; fpe- 
cimens 


upon the authority, &c.— 
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cimens of, with obfervations 


and cenfure 150 
Poetic chronology ; defign of, 
and character 71 
Preface and index to the collec- 
tion of Harleian manufcripts ; 
account of, with an extraét 
and recommendation 206 
Prief# in rhyme; character of 
478 

Pro and Con: or the Political 
Squabble; fcope of, with 
fpecimens and character 231 
Pug’s reply to parfon Bruin ; 
defign of, with cenfure 70 


R. 

Redemption: a poetical effay ; 
by Mr. Hey ; fpecimens of, 
with ftritures 473 

: a monody ; by Mr. 
Scott; extracts of, with re- 
marks andcharatter 474 

Reformation, obfervations on the 

275 

Reply to a letter addrefled to G. 
Grenville; fubitance of, and 
approbation 232 

Review of all the political pa- 
pers that have been wrote 
in oppofition to the govern- 
ment, fince the acceflion of 
the houfe of Brunfwick 277 

Revelation examined with can- 
dour, vol, iii. fummary of, 
with extracts and commen- 
dation 45 

Rivet (Wm. Efq.) his illuftra- 
tion of the ufefulnefs of de- 
cimal arithmetic ; approved 
of 397 

Roman hiftory. See Hooke. 

Royal regifter ; remarks on 155 

Rugeley (Rowland) his mifcel- 
Janeous poems and tranfla- 
tions ; reflections on, with 
an extract and charaéter 353 





S. 
Salluft; character of his writ- 
ings 415 
Satires on the times; cenfured, 
with fpecimens 392 
Scheme for erg&ing an acade- 
my at Glafgow ; fcope of, 
with reflections 78 
Sermon, by J. Jefferfon; fpeci- 
men of and recommendati- 
on . 76 
Sermon; by G. Watfon; ftric- 
tures on 78 
by W. Cooper, A. M. 
commended 158 
by T. Bonney, M.A. fpe- 
cimen of, and approbation 
at Salter’s hall, by joha 
Conder, D. D. obfervations 
on 235 
by J. Radcliff; fubftance 
of, with remarks 238 
on the thankfgiving day 
for the peace; by T° Wright; 
fcope of, and character 23y 
on religious liberty 3 by 
John Browo, D. D. fub- 
fiance of, with quotations 
and commendation 272 
by J. Nicholl, A. M. 
fpecimens of, with remarks 
and chara@er 460 
at Miles’s Lane; by W. 
Porter ; cenfured 480 
Spiritual Minor: a comedy ; 
obfervations on 7 
State letters. See Clarendon. 
Stuart (Dr. Matthew) his the- 
ory of the diftance of the fua 
from the earth ; account of, 
with approbation 370 
Siroke at pulpit time-ferving ; 
fubftance of, with a remark 


| , -oe 
Sugar-cane; natural hiftory of 
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IN DEX 


Sugar trade. See Con/ideraticas. 


4 


I 
Tempie of Venus, part ii, re- 
marks on 315 
Towers (Jofeph) his review of 
the genuine dodrines of 
chriftianity; commended 142 
Tra@atus de primis duodecim 
veteris Tefltamenti anew $5 
fubftance of, with cenfure 
29 
de miraculis ; iaeeiek 
. 230 
fra#s on the liberty fpiritual 
and temporal of Proteftants 
in England: by Anthony 
Ellis, D. D. analyfis of, with 


Guotations and comimenda- 





tion Sr 
Treati/e on the focial compa: 
by J. J. Rouffeau; extraé& 


of, with firi@ures = ° 75 
——on ruptures: by Percival 
Pott ; fecond edition ; ac- 
count of 464 
Triumphs of Jehovah s fubfiance 
of, with animadverfions 158 
Twenty-one articles of imp—t, 
&c. obfervations on 389 
Tully; character of 411° 


V 
Venn (Rev. Mr.) See Comp lete. 
Verjzs addrefied to no silaither: 
eharadier of, with a remark 
232 


View of the internal policy of 
Great Britains fummary of, 
sand character 378 

Virtue; account of. the differ- 
ent fignifications afligned 
this word 173» 174 


See O5- 


Warton (Thomas). 

Pay rvations. 
Vifley (John) his letter to the 
g An of Gloucelter; re- 
fie&ions on, with extraéts 
and ftriGtures 293 

Whigs and Tories, impartial 
examination of the conduct 
of, from the revolution, &c. 
cenfured, with remarks 156 

Whitfeld (Rev. Geo.) his ob- 
fervations on fome fatal mif- 
takes in Dr. Waiburton’s 
do@rine cf prace; extradis 
of, = frictures 96 

Wignell (Mr. J.) his collection 
of poems, &c. ridiculed, with 
fpecimens, &c. Igt 

Woollett (Mr.) ap - bation of 
his printokApolio and Phae- 
ton 318 

Works of Roger Afcham. See 
Bennet. 

Writing; obfervations on the . 
Norman andSaxon methods | 
of 103 

ie 

Young man’s book of know- 
ledge: by D. ;, Penning ; 3; Te~ 
commended * 22 


Enp of the SixTEENTH VoLU ME. 
























































